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MESSAGE 

 

Good morning.  Annyeonghaseyo. 

On behalf of UP KRC, let me congratulate the organizers of the 5th PKSS, 
principally the Department of Linguistics. 

PKSS has come a long way, and this 5th edition of this yearly symposium, 
shows that Korea Studies has been alive in UP Diliman for some time. 

 

PKSS has blazed the trail. It has served as a platform for scholars to 
become more intimate with Korean society and culture, through research 
and interface with renowned Korean Studies scholars abroad, in the 
process uplifting Korean Studies in the University. A number of 
internationally renowned speakers on Korea Studies have graced PKSS 
symposia. On its 5th year, the symposium turned into a special workshop. 
This makeover assisted KS scholars to distill their ongoing research 
works into publishable manuscripts. 

Over the years, PKSS has covered themes as varied as K-Pop and hallyu, 
Saemaeul Undong, ASEAN + 3, Korea’s involvement in the South China 
Sea, the Korean War, comfort women, climate change, the risks of 
Korea’s rush to development, and case studies of Korean firms in the 
Philippines.  
 
I was curious if PKSS has left any stone unturned.  So I googled Korea 
Studies, and unsurprisingly, most the Google entries were, you guessed it, 
about the North Korean missile crisis. When I turned to Korean 
entertainment, what caught my eye was also a piece about North Koreans’ 
love of K-Pop.  North Korea has reportedly a K-pop girl group like Girls' 
Generation, that many North Koreans are fans of EXO, and that they risk 
lives just to get hold of a new episode of a TV show that has just been 
released in South Korea. Of course, this meant smuggling of South 
Korean culture and information to the North, an increasingly lucrative 
business amid the rise of a black market for banned and politically 
sensitive goods. 
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Perhaps the next PKSS will have a serious paper presentation on North 
Korea. We know that internet media goes for what is immediate, like the 
North Korean missile buildup.  It is to the credit of PKSS to go for 
subjects or themes with long-term perspectives, and deeper analytical 
frameworks. 
 
We at the UP Korea Research Center (UPKRC) support undertakings like 
PKSS. For many of you who are not yet familiar with UP KRC, it is a 
newly established unit at the UP System and serves as a university-wide 
hub that promotes and develops Korean Studies in the University.  We 
hope to train the current and next generation of Koreanists in the country. 
We have existing and prospective engagements with UP Diliman colleges 
like the Asian Center and the Center for International Studies, as well as 
with the UP Manila social sciences division.  

As economists would say, UP-KRC and the PKSS initiatives of the 
Department of Linguistics are not substitutes, like coffee and tea, but are 
complements, like coffee and creamer. 

I wish the 5PKSS success and long life.  It’s been a privilege to partner 
with you. 

 

 
 

EDUARDO T. GONZALEZ, PhD. 
       Director  

Korea Research Center  
University of the Philippines  
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MESSAGE 

The Department of Linguistics has hosted the Philippine Korean Studies 
Symposium (PKSS) for 5 years now. It has become an annual gathering 
for Filipino Korean studies scholars here and abroad. Even if I’m not 
involved in Korean studies, I have come to know the core group of 
Filipino Korean studies scholars through the PKSS. 
 
In 2016, we hosted the PKSS Special Workshop for Academicians in the 
Philippines to help Filipino scholars develop their ongoing research 
works into publishable manuscripts. It is great to know that some papers 
of the workshop participants have been accepted by academic journals 
while most of them came to the 5th PKSS to present the results of their 
research. The Department would endeavor more efforts like this to 
encourage scholars to produce more Korean studies-related researches. 
 
The 5th PKSS has particularly been interesting for me as the talks 
covered issues that are extremely relevant to the Philippines today. I 
would like to personally thank our plenary speakers Prof. Donald Baker 
and Prof. Hyunmee Kim for delivering such insightful lectures. We as 
Filipinos can surely learn from their talks in relation to the current 
situation in the Philippines. I would also like to thank our roundtable 
discussion participants for showing us how developmental projects 
strengthen the ties between the Philippines and Korea. 
 
The 5th PKSS wouldn’t have been possible without the grant from the 
Academy of Korean Studies who has been supporting us the past years. I 
would also like to express my gratitude to the PKSS participants, our 
hardworking volunteers, and the members of the Department of 
Linguistics for making the 5th PKSS a fruitful event. 
 
 

FARAH C. CUNANAN 
Chairperson 

UP Department of Linguistics 
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MODERN HISTORY AND CONTEMPORARY POLITICS  

IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA  

 

Donald Baker 

University of British Columbia 

 

 

On Oct. 29, 2017, there was a full-page ad in the New York Times 
promoting tourism to Korea. That ad focused on Gwanghwamun in the 
centre of Seoul, saying it was “A place where citizens gather to create a 
peaceful future for Korea.” To those of us who follow Korean affairs, this 
was a clear reference to the Candlelight Demonstrations that led to the 
impeachment of Republic of Korea president Park Geun-hye in Dec. 2016, 
and her removal from office and subsequent arrest in March, 2017. 1The 
Candlelight Demonstrations of late 2016 into 2017 brought hundreds of 
thousands, sometimes over a million, Koreans to downtown Seoul to 
peaceful demand (by holding candles) the removal of Park Geun-hye 
from office. Yet less than five years earlier she had been elected to office 
by a clear majority, 51.6% over her opponent Moon Jae-in.2 In the special 
election that followed her removal from office, the man she defeated won 
the right to replace her, when 41% of the vote in a third-candidate race.3 
     The rise and fall of Park Geun-hye is just one example of how 
polarized South Korean politics is, and how almost evenly divided the 
country is politically. Not long after she won the freely-contested 2012 
election fair and square, Hong Ik-p’yo, at the time the parliamentary 
spokesperson for the main opposition party, described her as the child of 
someone who never should have been born.4  This expression of intense 

                                                 
1 Nan Kim, “Candlelight and the Yellow Ribbon: Catalyzing Re-Democratization 
in South Korea,” The Asia-Pacific Journal vol. 15, issue 14, no. 5 (July 15, 2017), 
6-7 
2 Yul Sohn and Won-taek Kang, “South Korea in 2012:  An Election Year under 
Rebalancing Challlenges,” Asian Survey 55:1 (2013), 201.  
3 Nan Kim, 3. 
4 “Chŏngguk p’ajang molgo on ‘kwit’ae’ ŏddŏn ttusig-e” Chungang Ilbo, July 12, 
2013. http://news.donga.com/3/all/20130712/56422372/1 Accessed Dec. 10, 2017; 
“Hong Ikp’yo 4wŏl-edo makmal… Pak Kŭnhye taesŏn todukjil palŏn 
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antipathy for Park Chung Hee threw Korean politics in another one of its 
frequent uproars, suspending the work of the National Assembly for a 
couple of days.  
     Such sharp differences of political opinions among the South Korean 
people are made more intense by the fact that the two sides are so close in 
the numbers that hold those opinions. The split in Korean political 
opinion has sometimes been attributed to regionalism, since the 1970s the 
southeast had regularly voted for the more conservative party while the 
southwest has regularly voted for the most progressive party.5 In recent 
years, some observers have also noticed a generational divide, with older 
voters overwhelming supporting conservative candidates and younger 
votes siding with the more progressive.6  Both explanations appear, at 
first glance, to be correct, since the electorate has been split along both 
regional and generational line for quite some time.  However, behind 
those regional and generational differences is an underlying ideological 
divide, a left-right split that is reflected not only in how South Koreans 
vote but also in how they think about their modern history.  
     One example of that clash of historical memories can be seen in how 
Koreans today think about Park Chung Hee, the father of Park Geun-hye. 
Park Chung Hee died in 1979. Yet decades later he remains a divisive 
figure in Korean politics, with Koreans unable to agree on whether he 
should be revered for his contributions to Korea’s economic development 
or reviled for his authoritarian politics. Other issues from decades past 
also continue to provoke intense debates, revealing that Koreans have 
widely divergent memories of traumatic events in recent history. Japanese 
absorbed what had been the independent kingdom of Korea into its 
empire in 1910, over a century ago. Korea regained its independence in 
the 1940s. Yet how to remember those few decades of colonial rule, well 
over half a century after they ended, is still contested. The publication in 
2009 of a Biographical Dictionary of Collaborators (ch’inil inmyŏng 
sajŏn) has kept alive the issue of nationalism, or the lack thereof, among 
the Korean people when they were under Japanese rule. The Korea War, 
though fighting ended in 1953, is also the subject of competing memories, 
with no broad agreement among South Koreans over whether it was a 

                                                                                                     
nollan”  Chungang Ilbo, July 13, 2013 
http://news.joins.com/article/12061997#none Accessed Dec. 10, 2017. 
5 Kang Miongsei, “Populist Challenge and Its Backlash” Working Paper Series, 
Feb. 2009. U S-Korea Institute at SAIS, 12-13. 
6 Hans Schattle, “South Korea’s General Gap,” New York Times. Dec. 21, 2012. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/22/opinion/south-koreas-generation-gap.html 
Accessed Dec. 10, 2017. 
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civil war, with South Korea itself split between leftists and rightists, or an 
act of naked aggression by outsiders from north of the 38th parallel that 
splits the Korean peninsula in half.  And the Kwangju uprising of May, 
1980, though it has been officially designated a“Democratization 
Movement,” was once again the center of heated debated in 2013, when 
two cable TV networks revived assertions of a North Korean role in that 
uprising.   
 
Collective Memories and Competing Identities 
South Korea is a relatively young nation, as modern nations go, though 
Korea itself has a very long history as an independent country. For over 
five centuries, from 1392 to 1910, Korea was an independent kingdom 
known as Chosŏn. For four and a half centuries before that, from 935 to 
1392, it was the kingdom of Koryŏ (which gave us the name Korea). 
However, the Korea we see today is very different from the Korea that 
existed before the twentieth century. First of all, Korea, which was one 
country for a thousand years, is now split in two, with the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea in the north and the Republic of Korea in the 
south. Moreover, over the last half century, South Korea has undergone a 
dramatic transformation, moving from poverty and dictatorship to 
prosperity and democracy, and, in the process, from predominantly rural 
to overwhelmingly urban.  
     This transformation has been so rapid, occurring over less than half a 
century that a clear identity for South Korea has yet to emerge. The vast 
majority agree that South Korea has inherited the legitimacy of the 
governments on the peninsula that preceded the Japanese annexation of 
Korea in 1910. South Koreans also agree that South Korea is very 
different from North Korea, not only because it is the only legitimate 
successor to Korea’s kingdoms but in many other significant aspects as 
well.  However, they disagree over how to rank those differences. Is 
South Korea different from North Korea primarily because it is 
prosperous and an economic power in the global economy while North 
Korea is poor and isolated from global markets, or is South Korea 
different from North Korea primarily because it is democratic, with 
vigorously contested elections, a free press, and an elected president and 
parliament, while North Korea is a dictatorship ruled by the third 
generation of the Kim dynasty with no political debate allowed. Of course, 
all South Koreans recognize that their country is more democratic and 
more prosperous than its neighbor to the north, but they disagree over 
which difference to emphasize.  Those differences in emphasis are 
revealed in the history battles that continue to rage in South Korea.  
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     Should those who worked with the Japanese to create a modern 
economy during the years of colonial rule be condemned as collaborators 
and therefore traitors or should their contributions to later national 
economic strength be appreciated?  Should the Korean War be seen as a 
civil war between Koreans divided by different visions of what Korea 
should look like or should it be seen as aggression against the capitalist 
economy Korea was trying to create?   Should Park Chung Hee be 
revered for starting Korea on the path to prosperity or should he be 
criticized for delaying democratization?  Should the Kwangju tragedy of 
1980 be seen as an important step in Korea’s progress toward 
democratization and therefore should the people of Kwangju be honored 
as heroes or should it be seen as a minor incident that have little impact 
on Korea’s rise to respectability in global markets today?  
     How to remember these events from the past is at the core of South 
Korean politics today.  The right wants to focus on continuing economic 
development, which they see as the defining feature of South Korea and 
the major difference between South Korea and North Korea. They believe 
that to do so, old debates about collaborators, the Korean War, the legacy 
of Park Chung Hee, or the role of Kwangju in modern history must be 
pushed aside as largely irrelevant.  The left, on the other hand, insists that 
South Korea’s identity is rooted not in its factories and corporations but 
in its people and their power to choose their own government. Fearing 
that democracy is not yet firmly established in South Korea, they insist 
that until the issue of collaborators, the nature of the Korean War, the 
impact of Park Chung Hee on political culture, and the significance of the 
Kwangju tragedy are given the attention they deserve, as well as what the 
left considers their correct interpretations, the possibility that Korea may 
suffer another turn away from democracy as it did in 1961 (the year Park 
seized control of the government through a military coup) and 1980 
remains a real possibility. 
     The history wars in South Korea today are the product of attempts to 
promote different collective memories to support competing definitions 
of South Korea.  Moreover, we see opposing agendas in those two 
competing concepts of South Korean national identity. On the right, the 
assumption that Korea must be united in order to be strong enough to 
overcome the continuing threat from North Korea leads them to 
downplay or even suppress any narratives that highlight differences 
within the South Korean population, whether those differences are 
between anti-Japanese activists and collaborators, between leftists and 
rightists in the years leading up to the Korean War, between Park Chung 
Hee supporters and pro-democracy activists in the 1970s, or between the 
people of Kwangju and the majority of the people in the rest of the 
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country in 1980. The left, on the other hand, believes that papering over 
real differences in the past creates a false democracy in which many 
important voices are silenced. For the left, that is a serious mistake since 
the broader the range of actors included in Korea’s history and in Korea’s 
current politics, the broader will be the base of Korean democracy. That 
broader base will make Korea itself a much stronger nation, one that will 
therefore be better positioned to deal with North Korea.  
     Elie Wiesal once remarked that “Memory must bring people together 
rather than set them apart. Memory is here not to sow anger in our hearts, 
but on the contrary a sense of solidarity with all those who need us.”7  
However, in the case of Korea, memories of recent history appear to be 
doing exactly what that Holocaust survivor warned against: it is making it 
difficult for Koreans to work together.  The problem is that human beings, 
including modern Koreans, define themselves by the groups they belong 
to, and they define both themselves and those groups they belong to by 
what they have been and have done. In other words, they use history to 
define ourselves. Therefore, anyone who challenges the historical 
memories of another person challenges that person’s self-identity. This 
makes it difficult to reconcile differences in how to remember the past. 
 
Collaboration during the Period of Japanese Colonial Rule 
The first important issue which South Koreans cannot agree on how to 
remember is the behavior of Koreans during the 35 years (1910-1945) 
Korea was under Japanese control. Here are the core issues: Should those 
who worked with the Japanese during the decades of colonial rule be 
dismissed as a small minority with no impact on how Korea developed 
after 1945 or should the influence of former collaborators in independent 
Korea be noted and criticized?  The latter position resulted in the 
publication in 2009 of a “Biographical Dictionary of Collaborators” with 
over 4,300 entries.8 On the other hand, a study of one prominent Korean 
political and businessman, Kim Sŏngsu, by a Harvard professor 
encountered strong criticism from those who insisted Kim was a 
nationalist, not a collaborator.9  
                                                 
7 Hans Schattle, “South Korea’s General Gap,” New York Times. Dec. 21, 2012. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/22/opinion/south-koreas-generation-gap.html 
Accessed Dec. 10, 2017. 
8 Ch’inil inmyŏng sajŏn Seoul: Minjok Munje Yŏn’guso, 2009.  
9  Carter Eckert. Offspring of Empire: The Koch’ang Kims and the Colonial 
Origins of Korean Capitalism, 1876-1945 (Seattle: University of Washington 
Press), 1991; Choong Soon Kim, C. S. A Korean Nationalist Entrepreneur: A Life 
History of Kim Sŏngsu, 1891-1955) (Albany: State University of New York Press), 
1998. 
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     The debate within South Korea on the issue of collaboration tends to 
revolve around whether particular individuals should be labeled 
collaborators or not, not over how widespread cooperation with the 
Japanese was. The right has tried to define collaboration very narrowly to 
protect the reputations of many of its early leaders, who first gained 
experience in government, business and the military under Japanese rule, 
while the left has tried to broaden that definition to discredit those very 
same leaders. That would include Park Chung Hee, who enrolled in the 
Manchukuo military academy under the name Takagi Masao.  
     Another site of contested memories is Sŏdaemun Prison museum in 
Seoul. The centerpiece of Seoul’s Sǒdaemun Independence Park, it is 
presented as a sacred site where Korean nationalists were imprisoned and 
tortured by the Japanese between 1910 and 1945. It is barely mentioned 
that it continued to be used to imprison political dissidents, and to provide 
a place for them to be tortured, up until 1987. And nowhere in the prison 
museum is it pointed out that Koreans made up a significant percentage 
of the police force of colonial Korea.10 
 
The Korean War 
The Korean War is the episode in modern Korean history that gives rise 
to heated political debates today.  The same left-right split seen in debates 
over the colonial period is seen here as well.  Here they argue about 
whether the Korean War should be seen as a civil war between Koreans 
divided by different visions of what Korea should look like or should it be 
seen as aggression against the capitalist economy Korea was trying to 
create. One reason for this dispute is that the existence of a significant 
leftist movement in the southern part of the peninsula before 1950 was for 
a long time downplayed or denied altogether. Only recently have South 
Korean scholars and the press been able to discuss openly the atrocities 
committed by South Korean and US troops during the Korean War and 
the years that immediately preceded it.11   
     This exposure of misconduct by non-Communist forces provoked a 
strong negative reaction from many Koreans on the right. They 
complained that such charges were misleading because, first of all, there 

                                                 
10 Russell Burge, “The Prison and the Postcolony: Contested Memory and the 
Museumification of Sŏdaemun Hyŏngmuso,” Journal of Korean Studies 22;1 
(Spring, 2017), 33-67. 
11  Tong-ch’un Kim, Chŏnjaeng kwa sahoe: Uri-ege Han’guk chŏnjaengŭn 
muŏtiŏnna.  (Seoul: Tol Pegae, 2000) This work was later translated into English 
and published as Kim, Dong-Choon, trans. Sung-ok Kim, The Unending Korean 
War: A Social History (Larkspur, CA:  Tamal Vista Publications, 2009) 
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were very few leftists in South Korea so there were very few targets for 
such brutal treatment and, secondly, if there really were any leftists in 
South Korea at that time, they were traitors and deserved the treatment 
they received. They also insisted that those who made those allegations 
did so to weaken the resolve of the South Korea people to resist any 
future Communist aggression. They prefer to ignore credible reports 
about the 100,000 who died mostly in battles between South Koreans 
before the Korean War started.  Cheju Island in particular is a point of 
contention—-the killing of at least 30,000 people on that island could not 
even be mentioned publicly until the early part of this century, 50 years 
after the fact. Even today there are arguments over how to talk about the 
Cheju violence: should it be called a disturbance, a Communist-led 
rebellion, a peasant uprising, a massacre, or a just fight for a unified 
Korea? The label one gives it betrays one's own political orientation.12  
     The same is true of the rebellion by ROK troops who refused to go to 
Cheju to suppress the leftist rebels. Even less likely to be mentioned is 
that Park Chung Hee was expelled from the military in 1948 because of 
his association with the Sunchǒn-Yŏsu rebel military units.  Also ignored 
are the reports of the execution of possibly as many as 20,000“reformed 
leftists” who were summoned to police stations at the start of the war. 
These were people who had been identified, sometimes mistakenly, as 
leftists but had joined an official South Korean organization for reformed 
leftists. They were executed at the start of the war, anyway. Other 
innocent civilians were killed by ROK forces because they had been 
forced to give food to Communist guerrillas or were suspected of doing 
so.13  
 
The Park Chung Hee Years 
A third historical issue dividing the right and the left in Korea is over how 
to evaluate the father of Park Geun-hye, Park Chung Hee. No one has 
forgotten the rapid economic development under Park’s rule. Over his 18 
years in power, per capita annual gross national product (GNP) rose from 
$82 in 1961 to $1,662 in 1979.14 However, workers were denied the right 
                                                 
12 For more on what happened on Cheju from 1948 through 1952, see Association 
for Bereaved Families of Victims of the Jeju April 3 Uprising for Historical Truth, 
ed. Who are the True Victims of the Jeju April 3rd Uprising? (Cheju city: 
Association for Bereaved Families of Victims of the Jeju April 3 Uprising for 
Historical Truth, 2013). 
13  So-kyong Hwang, Korea’s Grievous War (Philadelphia, PA: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2016).  
14  Byung-nak Song, The Rise of the Korean Economy (Hong Kong: Oxford 
University Press, 1990), 80. 
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to form labor unions and, as a result, were unable to fight for livable 
wages and decent working conditions. Farmers suffered from an economy 
that depended on cheap food to feed a growing urban labor force. And 
students and intellectuals faced arrest, torture, and jail if they spoke out 
against Park’s authoritarian rule, especially after 1972. A few innocent 
protestors were even executed.  
     Was his dictatorship necessary? The answer to that question usually 
varies according to the political orientation of the person answering the 
question. Those who “remember” the protesters of that time as dangerous 
leftists continue to argue than Park’s iron fist was what made it possible 
for the Korean economy to grow as fast as it did. On the other hand, those 
who were tortured under Park, or had friends or family members who 
suffered, tend to let the memories of that personal pain outweigh any 
thought of giving Park credit for rapid economic growth.  
     In 2012 the Park Chung Hee Presidential Library and Museum opened 
in northwest Seoul.15  That memorial hall is clearly designed to reinforce 
Park’s positive image. One of the first thing visitors to that building will 
see are four statements by foreign scholars, two of whom (Carter Eckert 
and Ezra Vogel) are Harvard professors, praising Park’s economic 
accomplishments. On the wall facing those statements is a chronology of 
Park’s life, starting in 1961. Nothing is said about his life before he seized 
power. Moreover, the various exhibits focus on his economic 
accomplishments, including his New Village Movement that raised the 
living standards of farmers substantially and the dramatic increase in 
exports under his presidency, and on his personality as a loving husband 
and father, including a photo of him holding the family Chihuahua. 
Nothing is said about his suppression of democracy.  
     Outside that hall, a different depiction of Park Chung Hee can be 
found. In 2012 Chong-sik Lee published a detailed study of Park’s life 
before 1961, including his years in the Japanese military and his 
involvement with leftist groups in the immediate post-liberation period.16 
And across town from the Park Chung Hee memorial hall, the Democracy 
Foundation has, since 2002, been producing written materials and videos 
exalting the activists who fought against the South Korean dictators, 
including Park Chung Hee.17 
     At the present time, there is no hegemonic collective memory of Park 
Chung Hee. He is variously viewed as a resolute, hard-working, 

                                                 
15 Information on that memorial hall can be found at http://parkchunghee.co.kr 
16  Chong-sik Lee, Park Chung-hee: From Poverty to Power (Palos Verdes, CA: 
The KHU Press, 2012) 
17 http://www.kdemo.or.kr Accessed Dec. 10, 2017. 
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revolutionary leader; a nationalist hero with a passion for independence 
and self-reliance; and a man who lived a thrifty, modest, and incorruptible 
life as well as an anti-national, pro-Japanese traitor; an immoral 
opportunist, and a brutal dictator and destroyer of democracy.18 It may 
take another generation or two, after those who lived under his rule have 
passed away, before South Koreans will be able to agree on whether Park 
was good or bad for Korea in the long term. 
 
The Kwangju Resistance 
The fourth, and final point of disagreement we will discuss today, is one 
that is dear to my heart. When I first lived Korea, in 1971, my home for 
three years was the southwestern city of Kwangju. I was living in Seoul 
in May, 1980, but learned via short-wave radio broadcasts that innocent 
people were being killed in Kwangju by troops sent there to suppress 
protests against the seizure of the ROK government by General Chun 
Doo-hwan.  
     Kwangju (sometimes spelled Gwangju) was attacked on May 18, 1980, 
which was the day after a small group of generals had carried out a coup 
d’état in order to prevent free elections which may have brought Kim 
Daejung to power. Kwangju was the capital of Kim’s home province and 
a stronghold of his supporters. When his supporters continued to 
demonstrate despite those first assaults on the morning of May 18, the 
military responded with even more brutality. The citizens of Kwangju 
united against those attacks and pushed the troops out of the city on May 
21, only to be overwhelmed on the morning of May 27 when the military 
returned with greater numbers and deadlier weaponry. 19 
     In the immediate aftermath of the May 18-27 attacks on Kwangju, the 
official account was that Kwangju had been taken over by rioters, and the 
government had no choice but to use force to restore order. That was 
never the way the people in Kwangju at that time remembered it, but it 
was the only way that incident could be publicly described for much of 
the 1980s and therefore the only way most Koreans outside Kwangju 
remembered it. 20  Starting in 1987, the government-imposed memory, 

                                                 
18 Seung-sook Moon, “Cultural Politics of  Remembering Park Chung Hee,” The 
Asia-Pacific Journal, 19-5-09, May 9, 2009 accessed at http://japanfocus.org/-
Seungsook-Moon/3140, December 10, 2017. 
19  For more on what happened in Kwangju in May 1980, see Henry Scott-Stokes 
and Lee Jae Eui, ed. The Kwangju Uprising: Eyewitness Accounts of Korea’s 
Tiananmen (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2000). 
20 Linda Lewis, Laying Claim to the Memory of May (Honolulu: University of 
Hawaii Press, 2002) 
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which had never really taken hold in Kwangju itself, began to be 
challenged publicly elsewhere in Korea. As Korea began moving away 
from authoritarian rule, it became possible to discuss what happened in 
Kwangju and even to debate what to call it. Koreans began to discuss 
several key issues. Should they focus on the hundreds who were killed 
(few scholars limit the number of dead to the official figure of a little 
more than 200) and call it the Kwangju Massacre?21  Should they focus 
their memories on streets filled with tens of thousands of citizens 
peacefully demanding an end to the military rule and call it the “Kwangju 
democratization movement”? (In the mid-1990s, that became the official 
name of that incident.) Or should they do as many activists do and focus 
on the few who formed a citizens’ militia that seized weapons in order to 
fight against the government troops who had invaded their city and killed 
their fellow Kwangjuites? If they did the latter, then the preferred term 
becomes “The Kwangju People’s Righteous Uprising.” The last label is 
preferred both by many of those who were active participants in the 
resistance in Kwangju itself and by those who were not in Kwangju in 
1980 but want to convert Kwangju into a symbol of popular resistance to 
oppression and injustice.22  
     What we call the Kwangju incident reflects what we want that incident 
to mean as much as it does what we actually remember.  If we are from 
Kwangju and want to think of our city as a Mecca of democracy (as the 
Kwangju city government now calls it), then our memories will focus on 
peaceful protests and we will try to forget the bloody battles between the 
troops and the citizen’s militia in the streets of Kwangju. If we are 
progressive activists and want to feel a connection with a revolutionary 
movement, then we will think more about the citizen’s militia and less 
about the average inhabitant of the city at that time. For me personally, 
my most powerful memories are of people weeping over their 
dead.“Kwangju massacre” is the term that best reflects those memories.  
 
Conclusion 
                                                 
21  Study published by the Korea Democracy Foundation, a government-funded 
institution, pointed out that “The exact number of civilian victims during the 
Kwangju Uprising is still unknown.” Sangyong Chung and Simin Rhyu et. al. 
(2003). Memories of May 1980: A Documentary History of the Kwangju Uprising 
in Korea trans Park H. J.  (Seoul: Korea Democracy Foundation 2003), 385.  
22 Two books promoting the“righteous uprising” interpretation of the Kwangju 
incident are Jungwoon Choi, The Gwangju Uprising: The Pivotal Democratic 
Movement that Changed the History of Modern Korea trans. Yu Y. N. (Paramus, 
New Jersey: Homa and Sekey Books 1999) and Chung and Rhyu, op.cit 
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Governments have played a role in stimulating these history wars. 
Authoritarian governments, such as those of Syngman Rhee (1948-1960), 
Park Chung Hee and Chun Doo-Hwan (200-2008), tried to suppress 
memories that conflict with the memories they preferred. For example, in 
order to enhance their nationalistic image, they tried to eliminate any 
suggestions that they or their officials may have cooperated with the 
Japanese during the colonial period. To do that, Rhee, Park, and Chun 
relied on censorship, controlling what could be said about the past in what 
was published and what was shown on the movie screen. Right-of-center 
democratic governments, such as that of Lee Myung-bak (2008-2013), 
are subtler. Lee’s government attempted to control, discredit, and then 
limit funding for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission that had been 
established in 2005 to shed light on collaboration during the colonial era 
and human rights abuses after 1945.23  That commission was shut down at 
the end of 2010.  
     Democratic governments, such as those led by Kim Dae Jung (1998-
2003) and Roh Moo Hyun (2003-08), have been subtler. Just as 
authoritarian governments have done, they promoted the centuries-old 
Korean tradition of moralistic historiography that distinguishes good 
people who contribute to society from those who do it harm. The 
movement at the beginning of the twentieth century to “sweep away the 
vestiges of the past” by publicizing the “truth” about the past is one 
example of this. 24  One way to do this was through the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. This movement was intended to restore 
honor to pro-democracy activists who were believed to have been denied 
proper recognition of the positive role they played in history, or to have 
been unjustly imprisoned, tortured, or even executed by past 
governments.25  This “cleansing of the past” movement was also designed 

                                                 
23  Kim Dong-Choon,“The Long Road toward Truth and Reconciliation: 
Unwavering Attempts to Achieve Justice in South Korea,” Jae-Jung Suh, ed. 
Truth and Reconciliation in South Korea: Between the Present and Future of the 
Korean Wars (New York: Routledge, 2013), 19-38; Kim Dong-choon and Mark 
Selden, "South Korea’s Embattled Truth and Reconciliation Commission," The 
Asia-Pacific Journal, 9-4-10, March 1, 2010. 
24 For example, see the special issue of Korea Journal, vol 43, no. 2 (Autumn, 
2002) on “The Issue of Settling the Past in Modern Korean History,” and the 
special issue of the Review of Korean Studies, vol 6, no. 1 (June, 2003), on 
“Redressing the Past Injustices: The Complex and Contested Dynamics of the 
Movement.” Both journals were published by organizations with ties to the Roh 
Moo Hyun government.  
25 In one such example of exoneration, in 2007 a court in Seoul, after reviewing 
the evidence, declared that eight men who had been executed in 1975 on charges 
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to ensure that those who acted against what Korea’s progressives 
perceived as Korea’s national interest be identified and appropriately 
scorned. It was led by members of those who are called the “386” 
generation, so-called because they had been born in the 1960s, gone to 
university in the 1980s, and, in the 1990s when this term was coined, 
were in their 30s. In other words, they were those whose formative 
experience was not the colonial period or the Korean War but the struggle 
for democracy. When they gained political power during the Kim Dae 
Jung and Roo Moo Hyun administrations, they used that power to reverse 
what had been the official verdict on the democratization movement.  
     Why do we find such competing visions of the past in contemporary 
South Korea? On one side, the rightist camp prefers to define South 
Korea primarily in terms of its capitalism and economic success and it 
views the population of South Korea as united by common values and 
goals and therefore rejects any historical interpretations that posits 
significant differences among the population. However, rightists exclude 
from that united national community Koreans who have, in the view of 
the right, been influenced by “alien” views of the North Korean 
Communists.  
     On the other side, the left prefers to define South Korea primarily as a 
democratic country, which to them means recognizing that there are real 
differences among South Koreans in political philosophies, including 
expectations for how the benefits of economic growth should be 
distributed. However, while insisting that significant differences in both 
opinion and interests must be acknowledge, the left also calls for 
marginalizing those with significantly different views from their own, 
primarily those the left interprets as representing the privileged minority.  
     Are such sharp differences of opinion dangerous for the long-term 
survival of the Republic of Korea? A country cannot be said to have a 
democratic government on a solid foundation unless there have been at 
least two peaceful transfers of power, allowing an opposition party to rise 
to power and then to peaceful concede power in a later election to the 
party it once vanquished. Under that definition, Korea entered the path to 
mature democracy in 1997 when Kim Daejung became the first leader of 
an opposition party to win a contested election and become president. He 
was considered on the left of South Korean politics and was followed by 
fellow progressive, Roh Moo-hyun. However, in 2007 the right returned 

                                                                                                     
of subversive activities as leaders of a “People’s Revolutionary Party” were 
innocent of all the charges against them. The court ordered the government to 
provide compensation to their survivors.  
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to power with the election of Lee Myung-bak, followed by the election of 
Park Geun-hye in 2012. The left returned to power this year, with the 
election of Moon Jae-in, the man Park defeated in 2012.  
     Such a regularization of the peaceful transfer of power is unlikely 
unless the two sides of the political spectrum are so close numerically that 
the opposition can have a realistic hope when it is out of power that it 
may soon return to power, and the ruling power is aware that it cannot 
push too hard against the opposition for fear that would alienate a 
majority of those who will vote in the next election and provoke a 
reaction that would lead to it returning to opposition status. It is precisely 
this balance of power in South Korean politics that has made South 
Korean democracy possible. We should, therefore, celebrate, rather than 
deplore, the arguments Koreans have over how to interpret their recent 
past for it is precisely such arguments that provide the vitality and 
flexibility that provides the foundation for the vibrant democracy we see 
in the Republic of Korea today.  
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1. Introduction 

 
The rapid economic growth of Korean society was achieved through 
various factors including national policies emphasizing frugality and 
savings as well as the desperate efforts of its citizens to escape the 
poverty of post-Korean War society.  Recently, however, with the 
overcoming of the Korean state’s “developmentalist paradigm” that has 
equated the nation’s political development with the material prosperity of 
its citizens, South Korea is transforming into a post-developmentalist 
society of low growth, high unemployment, and unpredictable everyday 
life. In tandem with these changes, both the social position and dominant 
affect of youth are also rapidly changing. The Korean youth, specially 
university students, fought the military dictatorship in the 1970s and 80s, 
their large-scale protests—along with the deaths and persecution that 
accompanied them—were infused with the pathos of social grieving. 
With the emergence of the civilian government and the democratization 
of Korean society in the 1990s, youth began to engage in the affective 
work of overcoming the cultural baggage associated with the 1980s 
represented by social duty and collective lamentation (Song 2014: 79). 
However, Korean young people, who were generally seen as apolitical 
since 1990s, and who have been very much immersed in consumerism, 
have recently participated in street rallies and gatherings out of a 
newfound political awareness. In this lecture, I will address three faces of 
youth politics: the labor rights movement of youth precarious workers 
including the Youth community Union and the Arbeit Workers’ Union, 
Alternative ways of life movement, and finally on-line and street politics 
of feminist movement in contemporary Korea. As young people are 
forced by a hyper-competitive work environment, fragmenting family, 
and high youth unemployment, they strive to overcome the attendant 
feelings of stress and anxiety. Some are actively participating in ‘class’ or 
labor movement but others are turning to the anti-materialist values and 
spirituality. This presentation also examines precarity as gendered to 
meaningfully elucidate why a new form of feminism at the grassroots 
level has emerged. I would like to emphasize the shifting nature of youth 
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politics and culture and invite the audience to discuss how South Korea’s 
case can form a reference for the future discussion of youth politics in the 
age of globalization and digitalization.  
 
 
2. Movement of youth precarious workers including the Youth 

community Union and the Arbeit Workers’ Union. 
 
According to the National Statistics Office, as of February 2015, the 
unemployment rate of the young generation (between the ages of 15 and 
29) is 11.1 percent. The real unemployment becomes 22.9 percent after 
including potential job seekers, those eligible for additional employment, 
and potential employees. It is the highest unemployment rate after the 
“IMF Crisis” in 1997. Increasing number of youth work as part timer, 
irregular workers, doing hourly work. South Korea is not a full-fledged 
welfare state. About 1. 5 million youth belongs to Neet (Not in 
employment, Education and training). 

Youth culture has drastically changed since the mid-1990s. In order to 
construct a new collective self, they engaged in a moratorium of “self-
suspension” and adopted the pursuit of “enjoyment” as their lives’ 
dominant ethos. With enjoyment viewed as the overcoming of family ties 
and traditional norms, and the pursuit of individual achievement, they 
cultivated an “anti-establishment” affect. Subsequently, the young 
generation’s pursuit of pleasure has combined with the flexible lifestyles 
and self-development discourses of neoliberalism in unexpected ways. 
Individual freedom and the liberal social atmosphere promoting 
independence manifested themselves in many ways: the democratization 
of many organizations and institutions including the government, dot.com 
companies, self-employment, and the appearance of new styles of living 
and working, including expanded leisure and travel opportunities. In this 
social context, social critics blamed the youth for being politically 
apathetic and only interested in personal success based on their singular 
notion of youth. Depending on their different levels of wealth, education, 
and employment, however, the young generation belong to a broad 
spectrum of socio-economic categories including “gilded youth”, 
“precariat” (Standing, 2011), and the “new poor.” Increasingly rejecting 
institutional politics based on social and political identities, young people 
are now faithful to diverse causes with multiple biographical trajectories 
(Rossi, 2009: 470). Korean youth are motivated to participate in political 
activism in order to achieve self-realization and build a better world.  
Especially after the 2008 financial crisis in the United States and 
continued high unemployment, the emotions of Korean youth began to 
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change. The dominant affect of young Koreans is the feeling of anxiety. 
They also help to dispel the emotions of fear and precarity that 
characterize the lives of Korea’s young generation who are beginning to 
realize that the nation is no longer a place of aspirations and immediate 
realizations. They also began to accept their status as precarious workers 
and fight for economic reasons. 

The Youth Community Union (YCU) was founded in March, 2010. 
About 1,300 members are participating in the union to enhance labor 
rights of youth. YCU is the first labor union in Korea to specify its age 
limit. It is open to all workers between the ages of 15 to 39, regardless of 
their jobs. YCU has six branches in major cities in Korea and within these 
branches, there are university student organizations and teams. It takes 
part in various projects and legislative activities regarding topics such as 
safe employment, labor rights and stability. It also holds surveys and 
campaigns to inform people of the reality of working youths. One of their 
main concern is how to secure workers’ safety. Delayed wages, smaller 
wages than written on the contract, no insurance, and harassment are not 
unusual cases as youth precarious workers commonly go through. One of 
the significant projects put forth by the YCU is the minimum wage 
organization. The Arbeit Workers Union, also abbreviated to Alba(-)nojo 
(알바노조), is a trade union of part-time workers in South Korea which 
was founded in August, 2013. On April 11, 2017 McDonald's Korea 
announced the recognition of IUF affiliate Arbeit Workers' Union as the 
collective bargaining representative for McDonald's workers. The union 
formally established a McDonald's chapter in November 2016. 

The process of their organizational growth and their main campaigns 
against social inequalities, which have embraced both struggles for 
redistribution and for recognition in support of youth precarious workers 
(Yoo 유형근 2015) recognition in support of youth precarious workers. 
 
 
3. Alternative Ways of Life Movement 
 
Young people who are forced by a hyper-competitive work environment, 
fragmenting family, and high youth unemployment to internalize the 
cultural logic of neoliberalism.i  As they strive to overcome the feelings 
of stress and anxiety, many are turning to the anti-materialist values of 
Buddhism and other religious traditions. Since they continued to compare 
themselves to others in all the different stages of entering university, 
getting a job, marrying, giving birth to children, and raising them, they 
suffered from feelings of pain, dissatisfaction, self-alienation, and 
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loneliness even after they had achieved their goals. As the main source of 
this stress and anxiety, neoliberal capitalism is thus playing a pivotal role 
in constructing the therapeutic self, which tries to overcome the 
dichotomy of “spiritual versus material” in order to achieve a higher—
and more peaceful—state of being. For urban youth possessing these 
desires, engaged Buddhism like Jungto Society provided them with the 
avenue to pursue an emerging type of Buddhist activism. The youth 
whom I interviewed expressed their anxiety and gloomy emotional 
situation through the statement, “There is nowhere for us to turn to find a 
sense of peace.”(Kim 2016). They claimed that the self they discovered 
through Buddhist meditation and spirituality was different from the self 
they had trained through self-improvement techniques. Through Buddhist 
practice, they attempted to “encounter an authentic self” for the first time 
in their lives (Taylor, 2001). According to Taylor, authenticity is related 
to a self-determining freedom (2001:43). In a culture of anxiety that is 
created by the prevalence of individualism, they realize the ideal of the 
liberated self when they are no longer affected by external influences and 
become self-determining. An important reason for the popularity of 
Buddhist spirituality among young generation is its connection to the 
currently hip discourses of happiness and healing. Through combining the 
discourses of authenticity and happiness, the teachings of Buddhist sect, 
Jungto Society assuage the worries and anxieties of the insecure young 
generation.  

The socialization of awakening promoted by Jungto Society diverges 
from the commonplace understanding of awakening as something that is 
mysterious, absolute, and occurs only at a personal level. By applying 
Buddhist values to society in a practical manner, it attempts to transpose 
the Buddhist concepts of agony, non-self, mercy, and wisdom into social 
discourses as the basis of alternative lifestyles (Jo, 2009:16). For the 
young generation, this socialization of awakening functions as a 
worldview that resists the culture of endless competition and self-
improvement demanded by the neoliberal order. Instead, membership 
within Jungto Society is marked by the simultaneous pursuit of the 
identities of practitioner and activist. Jungto practitioners thus distinguish 
themselves not only from traditional Buddhists who divide lay people 
from monks but also social activists by basing their own activities on 
Buddhist practice and meditation.  

The ultimate aim of ascetic practices by Buddhists within city temples 
is to reach a state of nirvana by becoming a Buddha who is liberated from 
all preoccupations and obsessions. Such Buddhists, who have cultivated 
the strength of asceticism within the city, become objects of cultural 
recognition and respect by Jungto Society’s young people. To them, being 
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an ascetic and engaging in the practice of asceticism is not to enter a 
world of pain but to cultivate the strength to transcend it. However, with 
asceticism not as something that can be achieved once and for all, the 
Buddhists must engage in continuous effort to achieve this state. And, in 
order to engage in continuous effort, they need the constant interaction 
with and support from others who are also following the path of 
asceticism. During the process, they create resistant, alternative, and 
subversive solutions to life’s problems as well as distinctive social forms 
of reproduction.         
 
 
4. On-line and street politics of feminist movement 
 
There is clear evidence that a preference for sons has diminished or 
disappeared, with parents seeing daughters as more likely to reap benefits 
for intimate relationship and care. But market participation and high 
educational achievement do not indicate any substantial empowerment of 
women in Contemporary Korea. The 2015 Global Gender Gap Report, 
which measures the gap between men and women in each society, ranked 
South Korea 115 out of the 145 countries surveyed.  Of the report’s four 
sub-indices, Korea ranked 125 in women’s economic participation and 
opportunity, 102 in educational attainment, 79 in health and survival and 
101 in political empowerment. Korea has almost closed the gender gap in 
education and in health, but much more has to be done in terms of 
economic and political participation. The female employment rate is 50.1 
per cent, compared with 72.1 per cent for men. Women are more likely to 
be found in non-regular employment. Some 58% per cent of women leave 
work on marriage and or childbirth. These figures reflect the continued 
difficulty in reconciling paid work with domestic work. Policies from the 
Korea Ministry of Gender Equality and Family and the Korean 
government aim to create a balance between life and work but has failed 
to meet its objective due to lack of support from companies and lack of 
men’s participation in childcare and domestic work. 
     Korean people regard merit-based entry requirements as fairer and the 
passing rate of women outstripped that of men in many qualifying exams. 
Korean young women are very frustrated that no substantial change takes 
place in gender relations. The rise of this grassroots feminism reflects the 
severity of sexual abuse, sexual violence, and gender inequality against 
women despite South Korea’s unprecedented economic growth and 
democratization. 

A new form of feminism at grassroots level has become popular 
recently. South Korean women are currently taking a leading role in 
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establishing culture of gender-equality. Recent emergence of feminist 
movement fights against the spread of misogyny, which lasts more than a 
decade. Abolition of the extra point system in 2000 propelled the spread 
of misogyny. This extra point system granted an additional 5% in points 
to the men who have completed the military service, toward the 
government service employment examination. Most men considered this 
system as an obvious and justified reward to their sacrifice in the army 
while women argued against the system’s inequity and inequality along 
with its ineffectiveness in evaluating the job seekers’ capabilities and 
merits. The Constitutional Court of Korea found that “providing 
advantage points of maximum 5% in recruitment examinations to those 
who served the mandatory military duty” was unconstitutional in 1999. 
Those who completed the military and men in general shared their 
outrage on the ruling in the early online communities of late 1990s which 
led into diverse forms of cyber bullying. The argument that women are 
taking away men’s advantages that they rightfully earned began to gain 
strength. Then all fingers pointed at feminists who were the cause of all 
troubles. This form of misogyny continued up to the new millennium and 
spread its target to women in general. Some men felt that male’s 
established position and vested interest were taken away by the growing 
number of successful women. They could no longer be guaranteed of 
their breadwinner position in this neo-liberal, competitive economy which 
made them anxious and insecure. Also, as more women hold 
consumption power, men became objectified and commercialized in the 
market which reversed the conventional male-female positions. This 
unfamiliar trend was making men become uneasy with women’s growing 
prominence in the Korean economy and society. 

Another agenda of recent feminist movement is against distributing 
pornographic images and videos using pictures posted on social media. 
Korea’s mobile phone use reached 94% in 2015 in which smart phone use 
is 81.6%. With its cutting-edge wireless network, anybody can get access 
to sex-related materials through their mobile phones anytime and 
anywhere. The voyeuristic use of spy cameras to record body part in 
private spaces such as public toilets spreads rapidly. And there is posting 
the so-called ‘revenge porn’, privately recorded sex videos, on public 
websites. All these materials are commoditized and distributed as adult 
movies or pornography online.  Those exposed of their faces and personal 
information by these voyeuristic images and videos are often oblivious of 
this violence, abusing them twice over. Women in general recognize this 
point as a serious violation against women’s rights and consider this an 
act of misogyny. The production, distribution, exchange and commercial 
use of these videos are blunt digital sex crimes. However, most men 
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consider these practices as a playful ‘harmless’ fun and games men and 
their cohorts enjoy, not as a sex industry or crime. Also, the Korean 
police enforcement shares this sentiment and thus entitles relatively 
lenient punishment to these crimes. From this we can see that the Korean 
society exercises much tolerance for sexual exploitation of young girls as 
entertainment and sexual gratification. 

In June of year 2015, a group of young feminist generation called 
“Megalia” appeared. Wikipedia Korea defines Megalia as a web site 
created in opposition to misogyny whose name is a coinage from the title 
of a Norwegian feminist novel “Egalia’s Daughters” and that of an 
internet forum called MERS Gallery. The fixed prejudice on gender role, 
hatred, belittlement, negligence and threats which had been monopolized 
by men against women began to be used by women to target men so that 
men would be able to witness their backwardness. Internet users who 
criticized male-dominant internet communities’ misogyny began to 
directly “mirror” the misogynic frame against men as a strategy for social 
movement. Netizens, who criticized the misogyny in male-dominant 
internet communities, started to directly mimic their misogyny, reversing 
the attacks on men as a strategy for social movement. Such strategy is 
known to be mirroring. By adopting men’s language and lingo which are 
used to belittle women, this new feminist movement could ridicule and 
criticize men’s behavior and could popularize feminism epistemology. 
Young feminists against pornography and sexual violence see the home-
grown pornography acts as an enticement to fraternal complicity in sexual 
abuse, misogyny, and gendered crime. They led a successful campaign 
that closed the most representative website, the Sora-net. 
     A great number of feminist groups also lead ‘direct actionist’ 
movements. Empowered by this site, members posted sticky notes in 
public spaces defending women’s rights and released the identities and 
private information of the murderer who killed an innocent woman near 
Gangnam subway station. 
     Today’s feminists are fighting a war against misogyny and similar 
sentiments erupting in Korea. Since 2015, feminism spread rapidly as a 
popularized movement among young Korean women. 
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Abstract  
Climate change intensifies some of the hazards affecting social systems 
and weakens resilience in facing uncertainty and disasters. Asia is no 
exception to the areas highly vulnerable to climate change adverse effects. 
Several countries have responded via renewable energy. The Korean 
government has enacted the “Low-Carbon, Green Growth Act”. This 
paper aims at investigating the specific responses made by the top South 
Korean firms in the area of renewable energy. 
 
Keywords: Climate Change, renewable energy, South Korea, 
corporations, COP21 
 
 
Introduction 
It is becoming increasingly clear that climate change is one of the major 
ecological--as well as cultural and political--challenges of our time. 
Worldwide, climate change intensifies some of the hazards affecting 
social systems and weakens resilience in facing uncertainty and disasters. 
It also contributes to increased climate extremes and exacerbates adverse 
impacts.  
     Asia is no exception to the areas highly vulnerable to climate change 
adverse effects. South Korea is listed as one of the countries forming part 
of a region that collectively contributes more than two thirds of global 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. In post-Kyoto Protocol discussions, 
Korea was expected to play an exemplary role by committing to 
mandatory GHG reductions.  
     Last December 2015, a historic global accord was struck at 
the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (COP21) in Paris, whereby nations committed 
themselves to keeping further global warming below 2°C. One objective 
of COP21 is to create, by 2020, a US$100 billion/year fund to help low-
income countries at greatest risk from the effects of climate change. 
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Hence, business organizations the world over indeed face a quite daunting 
task. 
     The Korean government has enacted, since 2010, the “Low-Carbon, 
Green Growth Act”, which has phased in the investigation on 
corporations’ GHG emissions in order to bring about national regulations 
on climate change such as emissions trading, carbon tax, and emissions 
target control. Under this framework, there have been many initiatives, 
among which is the “Renewable Portfolio Standard” (RPS) which 
requires the increased production of energy from renewable energy 
sources. 
     Countries across the region have taken different approaches to solve 
these issues, with some nations encouraging investment in renewable 
energies as a way to reduce fuel imports, and others see it as a way to 
bring electricity to millions of people in the region who still lack it. This 
paper aims at investigating the specific responses (in the area of “green” 
investment) by the top publicly-listed firms in South Korea to the climate 
policy and mandates by the Korean government.  Recommendations shall 
thereafter be made in relation to what other South Korean firms can and 
should do, as well as about the communicative role that corporate Annual 
Reports play in disclosing firms’ climate change mitigation intentions. 
 
 
 Brief Literature Review: 
 
Energy Consumption and Energy Regulation 
 
Energy consumption is expected to more than double between 1990 and 
2035 with growth driven by non-OECD countries. Despite environmental 
pressure, the US Energy Information Administration expects 80% of 
energy consumed to come from fossil fuels in 2035. Energy demand is 
closely linked to economic growth and demand is expected to more than 
double between 1990 and 2035.  Demand for clean-tech expertise is 
growing in the region, providing strong prospects for start-ups and 
external firms to expand operations. As Asia Pacific economies gradually 
shift away from export-based economic expansion, many are beginning to 
focus on low-carbon growth due to the benefits of improving the business 
environment, human health and general standards of living. This strategy 
is being driven by the fact that the Asia Pacific region consistently sees 
the most CO2 carbon emissions globally, with fossil fuel emissions of 
16.4 billion tonnes in 2012. Aside from a focus on renewable energy, the 
role of information and communications technology (ICT) is playing a 
growing part in the development of a regional clean tech sector. 
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Developed countries such as South Korea and Japan are focusing on 
green innovation, backed up by successful ICT corporations, while 
developing nations such as India and China are more focused on 
implementation, by replacing inefficient technologies with green 
alternatives (Euromonitor, 2013).  
     The growing use of renewables will have significant implications on 
businesses, consumers and the environment. This source of energy is 
clean, affordable and since it is produced domestically holds a large cost 
benefit by keeping energy prices low and protecting businesses and 
consumers from the price volatility of fossil fuels. Application of the 
newest advancements in GHG-related technology can mitigate some of 
the costs brought on by the huge collective action difficulties relating to 
GHG emissions (Shapiro, 2009).  
     Natural resources and raw materials have grown in importance for 
many businesses and governments in recent years and now constitute a 
key area for concern. Unease has risen as companies suffered from 
commodity price increases and volatility, combined with consumers’ 
increasing interest in sustainability. Long term trends indicate a likely 
continued strengthening of demand of natural resources and an increase 
in supply risks. As emerging markets continue to achieve strong rates of 
growth, demand pressures are likely to endure, meaning in the future 
prices of valuable natural resources may well remain at elevated levels 
(Euromonitor, 2015). 
     Because the supply, demand and price of natural resources are at the 
core of business, risks around resources and materials pose a threat for all 
companies in all sectors. This is confirmed by the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Risks 2013 report which identifies natural resources near 
the top of the agenda. Risk to supplies of raw materials break down into 3 
main groups: physical, geopolitical and economic [see Figure A below] 
(Euromonitor, 2013). 
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Figure A: Top 10 Global Risks over Next 10 Years in Terms of Impact 
(Euromonitor, 2013). 

 

     Although South Korea is an established oil-refining centre, the 
country’s lack of hydrocarbon resources means that it has to import the 
majority of its energy needs. Furthermore, it was the second biggest 
importer of liquefied natural gas globally, as of April 2014, and has 
increased its coal usage, according to the Energy Information 
Administration:  

§  ‘Mineral Fuels’ was South Korea’s largest import item and stood at 
US$186 billion in 2014, constituting 35.4% of total goods imports. 
Such a sizeable figure makes South Korea highly susceptible to the 
global price of crude oil. Therefore, the recent respite in the oil 
price, since June 2014, will be welcome relief for the country;  

§ South Korea’s total primary energy consumption increased by 16.6% 
since 2009 to reach 277 million tonnes of oil equivalent in 2014. 
Crude Oil accounted for 39.6% of total primary energy 
consumption in 2014, followed by Coal at 30.3%;  

§  Safety issues that led to the closure of two of its nuclear power 
plants in 2013 raised the spectre of energy shortages in the country 
that summer, causing the government to issue advice and incentives 
on energy saving. In 2011, energy shortages were also experienced 
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when excessively high temperatures led to greater use of air-
conditioning systems, leading to widespread blackouts;  

§  The country has increasingly focused on expanding its renewable 
energy capabilities, particularly wind power, not only as a means 
of cutting its greenhouse gas emissions but also in a bid to derive 
exports from this source. The government set a target of 10.0% of 
total energy production from renewable sources by 2022, whilst 
renewables must form 11.0% of the total energy mix by 2030 
(EUROMONITOR, 2015)  

     South Korea was Asia Pacific’s fourth largest emitter of CO2 in 2014. 
However, its CO2 emissions per unit of output reduced from 581 grams 
per US$ in 2009 to 517 grams per US$ in 2014 [see Figure B below]:  

§  The country’s energy efficiency improved from US$3,800 
per tonne of energy consumed in 2009 to US$5,094 in 2014;  

§  South Korea has vowed to cut its greenhouse gas emissions 
by 30.0% below business-as-usual levels by 2020, with most 
of the reduction expected from its transport sector.  

 

Figure B: South Korea’s Primary Energy Consumption, 2014 
(Euromonitor, 2013). 
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     South Korea’s population is predominantly urban. In 2012, 83.5% of 
the population lived in urban areas and by 2030 approximately 87.1% of 
the population will be living in an urban setting.  The rural population has 
been in decline for over three decades. Between 2012 and 2030 it will 
decline by 18.4%. South Korea is more urbanised than the Asia Pacific 
average. 43.4% of the region’s population was urban in 2012, rising to 
54.5% in 2030 [see Figure C below] (Euromonitor, 2014). This rapid 
urbanization is likely to be a driver of energy usage and, by extension, 
pressures to shift to renewable energy. 

 

Figure C: South Korea’s Growth Index of Urban and Rural Population, 
1980-2030 (Euromonitor, 2013). 

 
     Already, several Asian countries have imposed the Carbon Disclosure 
Project which requires public disclosure by companies of regulatory risks 
due to climate change. Different types of regulations can have different 
effects on industries and companies in the same industry, and various 
regulations will shape competitiveness and the potential consequences 
among the companies. At least seven (7) regulation risk categories exist 
including: (1) Cap-and-trade system, (2) Energy/carbon tax, (3) 
Renewable energy regulation, (4) Emission targets and 
calculation/verification/reporting obligations, (5) Energy use/reporting 
obligations, (6) Product efficiency regulation, and (7) Product labeling 
regulation.  The “Domestic cap-and-trade system” regulation has the 2nd 
and 3rd highest percentages of companies considering it as significant 
risk in Japan and Korea, respectively, while the “Emission calculation/ 
verification/ reporting” obligation has the second highest percentages of 
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companies considering it as significant risk in both Korea and Taiwan 
(Kao and Chen, 2013). 
     The production, consumption and development of energy, be it 
thermal or renewable power, entails various environmental issues such as 
greenhouse gas emission, air pollution, safety and social acceptability 
related to location. Energy and environment cannot be separated, which 
means we must look at environment in the win-win perspective – in other 
words with the view of sustainable energy (POSCO, 2015). The subject 
matter of renewable energy as an aid in climate change mitigation is 
discussed next. 
 
Climate Change and Renewable Energy  
     The frequency of intense natural disasters (defined as events triggered 
by hazards of nature and causing at least 100 deaths or affecting the 
survival needs of at least 1,000 people) has been on the rise over the past 
40 years. This is especially true for Asia and the Pacific, where such 
disasters have long been relatively frequent. Intense hydro-meteorological 
disasters (related to floods and storms), and climatological disasters 
(related to droughts and heat waves) to a lesser extent, accounted for most 
of the worldwide increase in natural disasters. Around half of these 
occurred in Asia and the Pacific; nearly three-fourths of these were 
intense hydro-meteorological disasters. There are important linkages 
involving climate-related disasters. First, greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions alter atmospheric GHG concentrations and thus affect climate 
variables, specifically temperature and precipitation. Second, changes in 
the climate variables affect the frequency of climate-related hazards. 
Third, the frequency of climate-related hazards affects the risk of natural 
disasters (Thomas, et al., 2014).  
     Concerns about climate and energy security are leading to greater 
government intervention in the energy sector than has existed since 
before the start of energy market liberalization several decades ago. This 
trend is expected to continue as both concerns intensify. Fossil fuels 
provide 80 per cent of global energy while being responsible for 60 per 
cent of global greenhouse gas emissions. If the objective of climate 
change policies, namely an effectively zero-carbon-emitting energy sector 
in the developed world by 2050, and substantially lower carbon emissions 
in the developing world too, is to be achieved, within a generation the 
way in which energy is produced and used will have to have changed 
totally. Similarly, as easily accessible sources of oil and gas become 
scarce, and remaining resources become ever more concentrated in 
unstable or unfriendly regions, energy security will require major changes, 
particularly for oil and the transport sector. Supply-side options introduce 
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greater complications. Such options include switching to fuels with lower 
intensity of emissions; switching to near-zero-emission sources; and 
capturing and storing emissions that result from the combustion of fossil 
fuels. There are also various mechanisms available to increase reliable 
access to energy at reasonable and stable prices without introducing 
additional security problems: greater exploitation of traditional energy 
sources; exploitation of unconventional fossil energy sources; enhanced 
exploitation of non-fossil fuel sources; greater quality of supply from 
existing sources (reducing interruptions of supply caused by political, 
environmental or technical factors); and decreased energy demand 
through energy efficiency (Froggatt & Levi, 2009). 
 
Risks:  
There are huge implications for business organizations. As mentioned 
above, several categories of risks are exacerbated. For instance, physical 
risks, geopolitical risks, and economic risks. Physical risks include the 
accessibility of resources as the quality of ores mined decreases and there 
are temporary shortages of supply. Climate change and weather-related 
disasters can also have an impact on physical supplies – for example, the 
US drought of 2012 severely impacted wheat and soybean production and 
the Japanese earthquake and tsunami of 2011 impacted global supplies to 
the semi-conductor industry. On the economic risk side, companies may 
struggle to secure supplies of key inputs and this could disrupt 
production. In addition, flow on effects from natural disasters or climate 
change can resonate around the world and affect supplies of raw 
materials. Difficulties around managing high or volatile commodity 
prices also falls into this category (Euromonitor, 2015). 
     The topic of renewable energy is of remarkable and urgent importance; 
it is a topic of discussion in all spheres: governmental, financial, 
educational, scientific, technological, economic, and social. It is likewise 
continually debated at all levels: local, state-wide, national, regional, as 
well as global. For countries lacking the natural energy resources, in order 
to reduce their high dependence on fossil fuels—as well as to ensure 
energy security—, these typically diverse their sources of energy, the 
broadening of the range of suppliers, and the energy conservation and 
efficiency. Countries need to doubly aim at both reduction in generation 
costs in order to remain competitive as well as attending to the serious 
problem of global warming (Martínez, 2007). 
     In general, one can categorize new and renewable energies as follows: 
 
     Renewable energy:  
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✓ Solar: thermal and photovoltaic energy 
✓ Wind Energy 
✓ Biomass energy: thermal, combustibles 
✓ Geothermal 
✓ Hydroelectric 
New energy: 

✓ Cryogenic energy 
✓ Temperature-difference Energy 
✓ Co-generation of natural gas 
✓ Fuel Cell 

 
     Certain countries have implemented national policies incorporating 
policy goals in relation to the promotion of green growth, energy security, 
pollution control and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reductions in 
order to contribute to future climate change mitigation. There are country 
case studies from Brazil, Canada, China, the European Union (EU), India, 
Japan, Mexico, Nigeria, South Africa, South Korea and the United States 
covering renewable energy options, industry, transportation, the 
residential sector and cross-sectoral policies. These countries and regions 
together contribute more than two thirds of global GHG emissions. It has 
been found that policies that are nationally driven and that have multiple 
objectives, including climate-change mitigation, have been widely 
applied for decades in both developing countries and industrialised 
countries. Many of these policies have a long history, and adjustments 
have taken place based on experience and cost effectiveness concerns. 
Various energy and climate-change policy goals have worked together in 
these countries, and in practice a mix of policies reflecting specific 
priorities and contexts have been pursued. In this way, climate-change 
mitigation has been aligned with other policy objectives and integrated 
into broader policy packages, though in many cases specific attention has 
not been given to the achievement of large GHG emission reductions 
(Halsnæs et al., 2014).  
     There are studies showing that green energy investments on the part of 
corporations can be of great help in containing financial and economic 
risks in addition to clearly achieving climate change mitigation. Early 
interest in green energy investments—for example, investments in solar 
or wind companies or in bonds that fund environmentally friendly proj-
ects—was based in part on the presumption that such activity would lead 
to substantial investor returns owing to changes in corporate policies and 
the adoption of new technology. Many investors look to these invest-
ments as a way to enhance returns: for instance, it has been shown that 
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companies that adopt sustainability objectives, including the development 
of green energy initiatives, achieve higher stock market and accounting 
performance because they are more long-term oriented and more 
committed to measuring and disclosing nonfinancial information than 
their peers (Brown, 2016).  
     Global use of renewable energy continues to grow strongly across all 
end-use sectors like power, heating, cooling and transport and is 
expanding to more countries each year worldwide. Thanks to continued 
new investments in the sector, renewable energy is forecast to become the 
world's second largest source of power energy according to the 
International Energy Agency's (IEA) World Energy Outlook having 
implications for both consumers and businesses (Euromonitor, 2013). 
     Renewable energy is increasingly representing a larger proportion of 
total energy consumption in many economies globally. According to the 
United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Renewable Energy 
Policy Network for the 21st Century (REN21) 2012 report, the number of 
countries with renewable energy targets more than doubled between 2005 
and 2012 (Euromonitor, 2013). 
     Renewable energy sources accounted for an estimated 16.7% of global 
final energy consumption in 2010 (latest data available) according to the 
UNEP's REN21 2012 report. During the year, traditional biomass 
accounted for 8.5% of total energy consumption globally, while modern 
renewables like solar, hydropower, wind, and biofuels accounted for the 
remaining 8.2% (Euromonitor, 2013). 
     Strong growth witnessed in the use of renewable energy can be 
attributed towards falling costs of renewable technologies, rising prices of 
fossil fuels and subsidy measures to support renewable energy projects. 
According to the IEA's World Energy Outlook 2012, these subsidies 
amounted to US$88 billion (latest data available) globally in 2011 and 
will reach US$240 billion by 2035 (Euromonitor, 2013). 
     Investments in renewable energy are also rising strongly. In 2011, total 
investment in renewable power and fuels increased by 16.8% annually to 
a record US$257 billion. During the year, China had the largest new 
investment in renewables followed closely by the USA, Germany, Italy 
and India (Euromonitor, 2013).  
     A national energy policy that provides energy security and stabilizes 
climate change will create a huge demand for renewable energy projects, 
which can, with the right set of policies, be used to revitalize the 
manufacturing sector and create the workforce to serve that sector. The 
logic of this argument can be turned around: once the fostering of 
renewable energy is seen as the core of a broad program of 
reindustrialization and economic development, there will be strong public 
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support for renewable energy and the broader goals of energy security 
and climate stabilization (Sterzinger, 2007).  
 
South Korea’s Climate and Energy Policy 
Since the 1990s, climate change has become one of the most important 
aspects of environmental awareness. Consequently, international attempts 
to deal with climate change and mass media coverage of the issue have 
been increasing. Shifting from the 1990s and early 2000s, in which a lot 
of print space was given to scientific uncertainty, the second half of the 
2000s has seen more space given to climate change mitigation and 
adaptation policies. In many countries, climate change is increasingly 
treated both as a reality and an issue requiring policy intervention. South 
Korea is unique in terms of its international climate change policy 
situation. Apart from Mexico, Korea is the only country classified as a 
non-Annex I party under the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) despite its Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) membership. Therefore, Korea was 
not asked to accept an emissions reduction target under the Kyoto 
Protocol. However, it is hard for Korea to justify being treated as a 
developing country. Korea’s CO2 emissions from fossil fuel combustion 
ranked 9th in the world in 2009. Since 1990, Korea has had the highest 
growth rates of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions among all OECD 
members. Therefore, in recent years, the international community has 
been pressuring Korea to commit an emissions reduction target under any 
new agreement following the end of the Kyoto Protocol period (2012). 
(Yun, et al., 2014).  
     Since President Lee Myung-bak declared a Low Carbon, Green 
Growth strategy in 2008 as a guiding vision for South Korea’s long-term 
development, green growth has become an important part of the new 
national development paradigm. The government has since expended 
massive amounts of capital in this sphere, and expects its investment to 
generate wealth and well-being, increase employment, and reduce poverty 
and inequality (Moon, 2010).  
     As regards renewable energy, the system of Renewable Portfolio 
Standards (RPS) mandates power producers that have power generating 
facilities with installed capacity over 500MW to produce a minimum 
proportion of their power using new and renewable energy sources 
http://www.energy.or.kr/renew_eng/new/standards.aspx There is also the 
Act on the Promotion of the Deployment, Use and Diffusion of New and 
Renewable Energy (Law no. 12296), with its corresponding Guidelines 
on the Management and Operation of Obligatory Renewable Energy 
Supply Program (MOITE Notification no.2014-164) and the Regulation 
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on the Issuance of Renewable Energy Certificate and the Operation of the 
Certificate Market (NREC Notification 2014-22) (POSCO, 2015). 
 
 
Energy Security and the Role of Corporations 
As early as the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, issues and principles for 
addressing the challenges of sustainable development had already been 
set forth. Implementing these broad principles, however, has proven to be 
an enormous challenge. One obstacle is the need for resources to pay for 
the added costs of global environmental protection; while the benefits of 
biodiversity and reduced climate change accrue worldwide, the costs are 
incurred locally. Another frequent barrier is the need to change legal and 
regulatory systems that promote the inefficient use of resources, 
discourage technological innovation, or otherwise impede 
environmentally superior practices.  One response to these challenges was 
the creation of the Global Environment Facility (GEF). First initiated as a 
pilot program in the World Bank in 1991, GEF was formalized by 
international agreement in 1994 and given a mandate to finance the 
incremental costs of global environmental measures in developing 
countries. About $3 billion in grants has been a catalyst for more than 600 
projects with a total value of more than $6.5 billion, ranging from 
national biodiversity conservation programs to support for energy 
efficiency business development to the commercialization of solar 
thermal power plants, fuel cells, and other emerging technologies. A 
substantial number of these projects have also helped to address legal and 
regulatory barriers such as the need for power purchase agreements to 
market wind energy systems and efficiency standards to promote 
improved lighting and appliances (Miller & Martinot, 2001).  
     In the Korean peninsula, the impact of global warming on ecology and 
urban areas is projected to be serious. The average temperature increase is 
twice that of the world average and the increase in sea level during the 
last decade was 0.95 cm as compared to the world average of 0.31 cm. In 
addition, the temperate climate of the Korean peninsula is changing to 
sub-tropical and the winter season decreased by 30 days, while spring and 
summer increased by 20. If this current climate change pattern in Korea 
continues, the yearly damage in the areas of agriculture, fisheries, forestry, 
health, and ecology could amount to 53 trillion won, according to 
estimates by the Korean Environmental Institute (Moon, 2009).  
 
Solar Energy: Rapid increases in energy demand due to economic 
development and population growth, as well as environmental concerns, 
have led to a shift in energy policy in virtually all developed countries 
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and many developing countries toward adopting clean energy sources 
such as wind and solar power. A key consideration for developing a 
renewable electricity site is the long-term expected production of the 
facility, including seasonal wind or irradiance patterns and inter-annual 
variations, which requires a comprehensive historical dataset. Since the 
power production infrastructure is expected to last decades, it is helpful to 
consider any expected changes in the power prediction potential as well, 
based on projected climate change conditions. In the U.S., the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) and the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL) have collaborated in developing a 
methodology to assess the inter-annual variability of wind and solar 
power over the contiguous United States (CONUS) under current and 
future climate conditions, for use with NREL's Regional Energy 
Deployment System (ReEDS) model. The ReEDS model is an electricity 
system capacity expansion model that provides analyses of future U.S. 
electricity systems to the U.S. Department of Energy, utilities, public 
utility commissions, state and local regulators, and others (Haupt, et al., 
2016).  
     The claim that solar energy is too expensive is out-of-date and 
continues to be proven wrong. The average cost of solar panels fell 75 
percent between 2009-2014 alone, and some analysts predict the cost of 
PV modules will drop 25 percent by 2018. The result is that in many 
regions around the world and parts of the US, electricity from solar is as 
cheap – or even cheaper – than electricity from coal, oil, or natural gas. 
Thus, clean energy is one of the world’s fastest growing industries, and 
already makes up more than 20 percent of the world’s electricity 
generation. Needless to say, when you use solar energy to do things like 
power homes or schools, you’re helping protect humans from higher 
carbon emissions, unnecessary air pollution, and the devastating impacts 
of climate change (The Climate Reality Project, 2015). 
 
Wind Energy: The growing political saliency of climate change, high oil 
and gas prices, and the lure of "green collar" jobs have contributed to a 
proliferation of policy efforts aimed at encouraging wind power 
development. Over the past many years, several factors have converged 
to make wind energy a popular electricity supply option with policy-
makers around the world. For instance, Ontario in Canada joined the 
trend in as early as 2004 when a newly elected government directed one 
of its agencies to initiate a procurement process for renewable energy that 
resulted in 355 MW of wind energy power purchase agreements (PPAs) 
being awarded to private developers. This policy action was the first of 
several measures aimed at explicitly greening the province's electricity 
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supply by, among other things, shutting down coal-fired generation and 
introducing the first feed-in tariff for renewable generation in North 
America. However, even though governments may adopt favourable 
regulatory policies for renewable power generation, their ability to 
encourage private sector investment depends also on the presence of 
regulatory governance institutions that provide credible long-term 
commitments to potential investors. In the case of Ontario, despite large 
market potential and comparatively strong regulatory incentive policies, 
weak regulatory governance is one factor that has accounted for the 
challenges in attracting and implementing large-scale private investment 
in power generation at a reasonable cost (Holburn et al., 2010).  
     Proactively responding to climate change and accompanying 
environmental problems, securing energy sources, and developing new 
energy sources are projected to emerge as the most important economic 
opportunities in the contemporary world. But the same environmental 
problems, such as climate change and deterioration of the ecological 
system, lead to economic opportunities such as the renewable energy 
market and the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions trading (Moon, 2009).  
All told, it is worthwhile for corporations to attend to both economic 
sustainability and environmental welfare through climate change 
mitigation policy and actions.  
 
Significance of the Study 
Given Asia’s rapid economic growth, increasing energy demand, rising 
fossil fuel imports, growing environmental pressures, low rural 
electrification levels, and heavy reliance on fossil fuels and traditional 
biomass, it seems urgent that research be embarked upon to investigate 
business organizations’ responses to climate change issues and challenges. 
Countries across the region have taken different approaches to solve these 
issues, with some nations encouraging investment in renewable energies 
as a way to reduce fuel imports, and others see it as a way to bring 
electricity to millions of people in the region who still lack it.  
 
Significance: Since corporate influence of the climate change debate and 
policy process is critical for the progress of global climate change 
mitigation and legislation efforts, this study hopes to make a contribution 
to the investigation of South Korean companies’ responses and efforts 
towards climate change mitigation via fossil fuel regulation and 
renewable energy investments and promotion. The paper also wishes to 
provide recommendations for the Southeast Asian (SEA) context, both 
what South Korea can learn from SEA, and what SEA nations can learn 
from South Korea. 
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Methodology and Sample 
The methodology of content analysis of Annual Reports has been 
utilized for the search for “renewables” or “renewable energy”. Content 
analysis has been defined as “a research technique for making replicable 
and valid inferences from data according to their context” (Krippendorff, 
1980). Content or text analysis depends on the key assumption that 
language mirrors mental processes and reflects people’s differing 
cognitions and realities. Content analysis has been defined as ‘any 
technique for making inferences by objectively and systematically 
identifying specified characteristics of messages’. In practice, content 
analysis usually involves quantifying the presence of some ‘target’ words 
or themes in written text. Based upon the frequency with which particular 
words or themes are present in the text, the researcher tries to draw some 
inferences about either the message’s sender, its audience, or its intended 
consequences (Kabanoff and Daly, 2002). 
     Annual reports are an important element in the genre of corporate 
public discourse. The reporting practices typically mandated by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission of a given country for all publicly 
traded corporations are intended to render the annual reports a legitimate 
and trustworthy medium through which management communicates 
information related to the financial performance of the firm. ‘These 
annual reports contain basic financial information about the firm along 
with narrative texts produced by the company's management. The 
primary texts included in the annual report are the President's Letter and 
the Management's Discussion and Analysis (MD&A). These texts are 
important forms of public discourse intended to supplement the financial 
information provided to investors and other third parties interested in the 
firm's performance. Because claims made in the annual report are audited 
by an independent public accounting firm, texts presented there may be 
more highly valued than other company publications and news releases 
(Yuthas et al., 2002). In principle, norms for communicative action 
require communicators to be comprehensible, truthful, sincere, and 
legitimate. While the narrative text might turn out “subjective”, the 
financial numbers have to be truthful especially in the case where the 
auditor has put its seal on the “fair presentation” of the information. 
     The top South Korean firms appearing on Asia Nikkei Review’s 
“Asia300”, with the addition of firms appearing on the A List of the CDP 
Climate Performance Leadership Index 2014 represents the sample used 
in this study. [Refer to APPENDIX I for the 43 South Korean firms 
whose Annual Reports were inspected.] The discussion in this paper 
attempts to investigate the discourse on climate change and investments 
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in renewable energy found in corporate annual reports of selected South 
Korean firms, with the purpose of investigating the specific responses (in 
the area of “green” investment, specifically renewable energy) by the top 
publicly-listed firms in South Korea to the climate policy and mandates 
by the Korean government.   
 
Results and Conclusions 
In 2015, Korea introduced a carbon trading system, taking an emphatic 
step forward in its efforts to tackle greenhouse gas emissions. Efforts on 
the corporate side have been encouraging, with 11 out of 74 South 
Korean companies (14%), which participated in the survey by Climate 
Disclosure Project (CDP) Worldwide, achieving a place on the A List 
[see Table A below] which is three times the global average. Results from 
CDP’s climate change program in 2015 show Korean companies 
improving their disclosure scores, undertaking a larger number of 
emissions reduction activities, and setting emissions reduction goals. The 
goal in the current paper, however, is to investigate the investments in 
renewable energy by South Korean firms, given that funding and 
investments for renewable energy represents a key challenge for energy 
security and climate change mitigation all over the world (CDP 
Worldwide, 2015)*. 

 

Table A: The CDP Climate Performance Leadership Index 2014: The A 
List* 

1. Coway Co Ltd 
2. LG Electronics 
3. Shinhan Financial Group 
4. Hyundai E&C 
5. Samsung C&T 
6. Samsung Engineering 
7. LG Innotek 
8. Samsung Electro-Mechanics Co., Ltd. 
9. Samsung Electronics 
10. KT Corporation 
11. LG Uplus 
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     For the report year 2015, Korean companies had initiated 250 projects 
to reduce emissions, a 26% increase in the number of projects in 2011: 
this compares favourably with the average global increase of 14%. The 
percentage of Korean companies consuming renewable energy to reduce 
their emissions has grown quickly by 31% since 2011 (CDP Worldwide, 
2015). However, when one looks at global annual renewable energy 
power capacities and investments (see Figure D below), nowhere does 
South Korea appear on the lists of top countries, whether it be for solar 
energy, wind energy, hydropower, geothermal, or biomass (see complete 
Figures in Appendix II). This paper’s attempt at corporate-level 
investigations (of investments in renewable energy) might put pressure on 
specific South Korean firms to give a push to climate change mitigation 
policies and actions especially in the area of renewable energy. 
     There has been a particularly marked improvement in the percentage 
of companies verifying Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions, to 86% – above 
the global average of 64% – from around 30% in 2010. In addition, two-
thirds of companies have absolute emissions targets, against 44% for the 
global sample, which is likely to be a result of the introduction of an 
emissions trading scheme. However, if the emissions performance of 
Korean companies disclosing to CDP is any guide, the trading program 
comes none too soon. Between 2010 and 2015, companies disclosing in 
both years increased their Scope 1 and 2 emissions (CDP Worldwide, 
2015). 

Figure D: Renewable Power Capacities, end-2015 

 



50 
 

*Source: REN21 (2015). Renewables 2016 Global Status 
Report. Paris: REN21 Secretariat. 

     For the reason that the Korea results above are too general (i.e., the 
corporations taken collectively), this paper has sought to study individual 
South Korean companies at the micro level, drawing inferences about 
each one’s investments in and promotions of renewable energy on the 
basis of Content Analysis of each Annual Report/Sustainability Report. 
My “Top 10 ‘RE’ Companies” are as listed on Table B below. The main 
difference between these Top 10 and the four (4) “runners-up” listed is 
that the Top 10 have renewable energy very much embedded into their 
corporate vision and key operations: it is not just an “afterthought” but 
rather planned out from the outset. The discussion of the Top 10 Firms 
follows. 

Table B: Top Renewable Energy Companies based on Content 
Analysis, 2014-2015 

1. CJ CheilJedang 

2. Hyundai E&C 

3. Hyundai Heavy Industries 

4. LGChem  

5. LG Electronics 

6. POSCO   

7. Samsung C&T 

8. Samsung Electronics  

9. Samsung SDI  

10. SK Telecoms 

1. Hana (runner-up) 

2. Hyundai Motors  

3. KT&G (runner-up) 

4. Samsung Electronics  

5. Shinhan Financial 

 
1. CJ CheilJedang 
CJ CheilJedang has formulated mid- to long-term objectives aimed to 
boost competitiveness through establishment of the foundation for eco-
friendly management, prior occupation of green good and low-carbon 
food markets, and introduction of new-renewable energy. CJ has created 
financial achievements and reduced energy independence by introducing 
renewable energy resources and cutting down on environmental disposal 
costs. CJ commits itself to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) intensity by 
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50% by 2020, compared to that of 2007. It pursues actively Green 
Management at all business sites: Saving energy and reducing GHG 
emissions by expanding the use of new and renewable energy resources. 
Reductions from renewable energy have totaled 151,000 tons CO2eq from 
2011 to 2020. 
 
2. Hyundai E&C 
Hyundai E&C’s main sustainability strategy reads: “Respond to energy 
scarcity with renewable energy and low-carbon high-efficiency 
technologies”. Due to changes of the global market environment, new 
convergence businesses such as environmental business, renewable 
energy, offshore, and desalination plant have been emerging. Hyundai 
E&C also plans to consolidate its status as a leader in green management 
by finding new and renewable energy sources and developing eco-
friendly construction technologies as part of its sustainable management. 
The importance of eco-friendly and renewable energy projects is 
increasing in the power and energy market, due largely to green economy 
initiatives and carbon control policies. Research in 2015 points to: (1) 
Renewable energy power plant (Concentrated Solar Power, Biomass); (2) 
Ocean energy: Support system for offshore wind turbine. The Power & 
Energy Division will proactively address external conditions and 
intensifying competition, securing sustainable growth potential by 
improving its competitiveness. … It will also accelerate its core 
competitiveness by selecting new growth engine businesses (waste to 
energy, biomass, and solar power generation) following an analysis of the 
company's capabilities. 
 
3. Hyundai Heavy Industries 
Hyundai Heavy Industries’ Integrated Report 2015 reads: “Green 
Energy”. The Green Energy Division, with capacity of 600 MW solar 
modules, has achieved significant outcomes through consistent research 
and product innovation. HHI held on to its position as a global energy 
company by successfully managing large projects and by supplying 
products to leading countries in renewable energy such as the US, 
Europe, and Japan.  The market demand for renewable energy will 
expand steadily in 2015 due to the worldwide growth of renewable 
energy supply. The PV market is expected to grow at 10% CAGR and 
reach grid-parity in areas across the globe continuously.  HHI is pursuing 
the green factory movement to reduce the amount of fossil fuel usage and 
greenhouse gases emission by using electricity produced with renewable 
energy plants rather than fossil fuel-based electricity. 
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4. LG Chem 
LG Chem’s Energy Solutions Division is described as follows: We 
pioneer the eco-friendly energy industry by developing differentiated 
materials and next-generation batteries. We strengthened our cost 
competitiveness by maintaining the world’s highest energy efficiency in 
NCC plant, and profitability increased greatly. We will thoroughly 
prepare for the future by securing future engines for growth in energy, bio 
and inorganic materials sectors. In its 2015 Overview, LG Chem was 
described to be expanding its business scope in areas such as displays and 
clean energy through its IT & Electronics Materials Division and Energy 
Solutions Division.  From its Sustainability Report 2015, one finds an 
emphasis on the development of Energy Storage Systems (ESS) Battery: 
LG Chem is supplying ESS batteries that are optimized for new and 
renewable energy generation and power supply stabilization, based on its 
specialized new production line and product competitiveness. 
 
5. LG Electronics 
LG Electronics is implementing the four strategic directions for climate 
change response, which is comprised of initiatives for: (1) expanding 
investments in high efficiency equipment, (2) enhancing the operational 
efficiency of facilities and equipment, (3) expanding the use of renewable 
energy, and (4) promoting employee energy-saving activities. In 2015, 
LG Electronics emitted a total of 1.11 million tons of greenhouse gas, 
achieving a reduction of 353,000 tons from the base year 2008 and 
outperforming its 2020 reduction target set in 2009. In addition to 
ongoing efforts to reduce production-level GHG emissions, LG 
Electronics will implement initiatives to cut GHG emissions across its 
entire value chain, such as managing GHG emissions from its office 
buildings and expanding renewable energy purchases.  Power generated 
from solar power generation system (Gumi and Changwon) totaled 
6,900MWh; Renewable energy purchases by office buildings in the 
United States and Europe resulted in a reduction of 2,770 tons of GHG 
emissions. LGE has expanded solar power generating systems at its 
business sites in Korea to secure a combined capacity of 5.4 MWh, 
producing a total of approximately 6,900 MWh (cumulative) in 2015 and 
reducing about 9,650 tons of GHG emissions. Renewable energy 
purchases abroad resulted in US facilities reducing a total of 1,490 tons of 
GHG emissions, and European office buildings cutting down 1,280 tons 
of GHG emissions. 
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6. POSCO 
POSCO E&C is expanding to low carbon green growth businesses 
through its renewable energy and urban regeneration projects. POSCO 
has made a leap toward becoming a global general energy company by 
securing engines for future growth. It inaugurated POSPOWER after 
acquiring Samcheok Tongyang Power to enter the coal fired power 
generation business and successfully completed the Sinan solar power 
plant and the Tancheon Sewage Heat business, expanding the scope of 
renewable energy business and proactively responding to the country’s 
RPS market.  POSCO Energy Corporation is also selectively seeking 
opportunities to expand into solar, wind and other renewable energy 
businesses in order to become an integrated provider of energy solutions. 
In order to meet the increasing demand and regulatory requirements for 
clean energy, POSCO Energy Corporation signed a strategic partnership 
agreement in February 2007 with FuelCell Energy, a global leader in the 
field of molten carbonate fuel cell technology, pursuant to which POSCO 
Energy Corporation is exploring opportunities to expand its business into 
the stationary fuel cell market. In consultation with FuelCell Energy, 
POSCO Energy Corporation completed construction of a fuel cell stack 
manufacturing plant with an annual production capacity of 34 megawatts 
in 2011 with the objective of enhancing POSCO Energy Corporation’s 
capability to meet the growing domestic demand for fuel cell energy.  The 
chances are high that shale gas will change the power generation sector. 
In particular, after the Fukushima disaster, concerns about nuclear energy 
increased. Shale gas might gain more attention as an alternative that will 
fill the void of nuclear power and as a means for greenhouse gas re-
duction by replacing coal. It can also technically supplement the non-
continuity of solar or wind power. Through this process, shale gas will be 
the stepping-stone that connects fossil and nuclear energy with renewable 
energy. 
 
7. Samsung C&T 
At Samsung C&T, the emphasis on various issues, such as new renewable 
energy, low carbon and climate change, is expected to strengthen, and 
Samsung C&T is seeking opportunities to create new growth engines in 
line with such changes. Using New Renewable Energy: Samsung C&T 
Fashion Group installed and operated 63 solar panels (capacity of 
21.0kVA) on the roof of the Nonhyeon Building in Seoul and is currently 
in the process of replacing the lights at the headquarters, as well as in 
direct retail stores, to LED. Resort Group is increasing the use of new 
renewable energy by installing solar panels to generate the power needed 
to broadcast announcements across the resort. Resort Group has also been 
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purchasing the surplus heat generated from waste incineration in nearby 
Yongin Environmental Center, since 2014, in order to maintain a suitable 
temperature in swimming pools. In 2015, the total energy consumption of 
Everland was reduced by approximately 19.8% as a result of replacing 
natural gas consumption with the surplus heat from the incinerator in 
2015. 
 
8. Samsung Electronics 
As for its Renewable Energy strategy, Samsung is committed to 
increasing renewable energy usage in its new buildings and operation 
sites across the globe. In 2014, the amount of consumed electricity that 
was replaced by renewable energy reached 57.8GWh, and the amount is 
expected to increase along with direct electricity production, green 
electricity purchases, and acquiring renewable energy certifications. 
Samsung Electronics recently set up photovoltaic and geothermal systems 
in the new buildings of the Mobile Research Institute and Electronic 
Materials Research Institute in Suwon, Korea. Also, the Component 
Research Institute in Hwaseong, Korea is testing to increase renewable 
electricity usage through solar-powered renewable energy sources. As for 
its Energy Conservation: Samsung participated in energy companion 
projects hosted by the Korea Green Business Association for SMEs and 
large-sized businesses. Samsung provided consultations to four suppliers, 
including Simmtech, on energy efficiency and reducing energy waste. As 
a result, the suppliers and Samsung jointly won the commendation of the 
president of Korea Energy Management Corporation. Samsung 
continuously performs green management in such a way as to develop 
products that are eco-friendly and applying green and high-efficiency 
energy technologies. It also analyzes the environmental impact of 
hazardous substances at supplier sites. The company supports the energy 
reduction activities of partners by managing the indirect GHG emissions 
(Scope 3) from such factors as employee business trips, logistics, and 
suppliers. 
 
9. Samsung SDI 
As a response to climate change, Samsung SDI focused on: (1) Managing 
Atmospheric Emissions, (2) Energy Reduction and Usage of Renewable 
Energy. As for its Finances and Environmental Capital: The firm is of the 
belief that, if environmental laws or regulations are violated, financial 
losses such as fines can be incurred. Furthermore, sales may also be 
impacted due to damage in external reputation. At this point, Samsung 
SDI plans to further expand R&D investment, and prioritize R&D 
activities around new products and technologies to accommodate new 
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applications according to the growth of eco-friendly, renewable energy, 
etc.  In the future, working with KEPCO, the company will expand the 
range of Energy Storage Systems (ESS) application for peak reductions 
and stability of renewable energy output so that the company can actively 
participate in creating an ecosystem for the ESS industry. The company is 
focusing on constant investments, which are positively influencing fiscal 
results, and productivity in R&D related to PV Paste, which is used in 
Solar Cells, eco-friendly renewable energy, and OLED material, and is 
spotlighted as a promising product. 
 
10. SK Telecoms 
SK Telecom’s energy consumption is managed in compliance with 
guidelines on preparing and managing the statements for the Emissions 
Trading System, and the numerical figures are aggregated by entering 
billing invoices from energy suppliers into the system. The intensity of 
energy consumption is calculated by dividing the total energy 
consumption by SK Telecom’s parent-only revenues (data coverage). 
Regarding energy reduction results due to the use of natural air-
conditioning and renewable energy development, the estimated value 
measured data from the previous year (2012~2013) has been equally 
applied to 2015. Total energy consumption in 2015 was 14,081 TJ, was a 
7.7% decrease from the previous year, and the target of consuming less 
than 15,318 TJ was achieved. The use of energy sources for the heating 
and cooling systems of company buildings was reduced and energy 
consumption was further reduced through the integration of network 
equipment such as relay stations and base stations as well as the 
replacement of worn-out air conditioners. For SK Telecom, indirect 
energy consumption resulting from the use of electricity accounts for 
99.1% of the total consumption. Accordingly, SK Telecom is 
endeavouring to achieve improved energy efficiency by managing 
company buildings with a focus on replacing low-efficiency and old 
equipment and generating electricity through renewable energy facilities. 
SK Telecom plans to achieve a 2% annual average energy reduction 
compared to the current intensity and achieve 1.17 TJ per KRW billion in 
revenue by 2020. 
 
Recommendations and Implications 
Corporate influence of the climate change debate and policy process is—
and will be—critical for the progress of both the UN COP21 process and 
national-level climate legislation. This study is expected to be a modest 
contribution to the investigation of specific companies’ responses and 
efforts towards the “Clean Energy Future”. Recommendations are 
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hereby being made that other important South Korean firms not on this 
list take up the challenge and demand that they be more proactive in 
terms of climate change mitigation efforts, concretely activities relating to 
investment in and promotion of renewable energy in its various forms.   
     Similar studies can be done on the climate change mitigation policies 
and strategies of specific companies in given countries, say, among the 
Southeast Asian (SEA) nations. A comprehensive study has been made of 
the relationship between climate change and national security as well as 
implications for regional and global order through the year 2030. The 
work covers forty-two key countries and regions including China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Central 
Asia, the European Union, the Persian Gulf, Egypt, Turkey, the Maghreb, 
West Africa, Southern Africa, the Northern Andes, and Brazil (Moran, 
2011). For instance, Marks (2011) documents climate change responses 
by Thailand, and concludes that, while the government has begun framing 
policies to both adapt to and mitigate climate change, the country’s 
response has been limited due to shortcomings in both the planning and 
implementation processes. Scholars and researchers would do well to do 
country-level and company-level analyses of climate change responses 
and renewable energy investments to complete a comprehensive study on 
the economic impacts of climate change mitigation action at the micro-
level. 
     The reader of this paper can likewise learn much about the 
communicative role that corporate Annual Reports play in disclosing 
firms’ climate change mitigation intentions. It is asserted that annual 
reports of corporations have increasingly been used as stylistic means of 
establishing corporate identity in a consumer-oriented world. Since 
environment efforts and social engagement activities have received 
substantial attention in the annual reports of the biggest firms in the world, 
it is high time that the reporting of climate change mitigation activities of 
firms be thus emphasized and even institutionalized into the standard 
reporting system of large corporations to their shareholders (Abbott and 
Monsen, 1979; Lee, 1994). 
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APPENDIX I South Korean Firms in the Sample 

AmorePacific Group, Inc.  

Celltrion, Inc.  

CJ CheilJedang Corp.  

Doosan Heavy Industries & Construction Co., Ltd.  

E-Mart Co., Ltd.  

Hana Financial Group, Inc.  

Hankook Tire Co., Ltd.  

Hanmi Science Co., Ltd.  

Hyundai Engineering & Construction Co., Ltd.  

Hyundai GLOVIS Co., Ltd.  

Hyundai Heavy Industries Co., Ltd.  

Hyundai Mobis Co., Ltd.  

Hyundai Motor Co., Ltd.  

Hyundai Steel Co.  

Kakao Corp.  

KB Financial Group, Inc.  

Kia Motors Corp.  

Korea Aerospace Industries Ltd.  

Korea Electric Power Corp.  

Korean Air Lines Co., Ltd.  

KT Corp.  

KT&G Corp.  

LG Chem Ltd.  
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LG Display Co., Ltd.  

LG Electronics, Inc.  

LG Household & Health Care Ltd.  

Lotte Chemical Corp.  

Lotte Shopping Co., Ltd.  

NAVER Corp.  

Orion Corp. (Korea)  

POSCO  

Samsung C&T Corp.  

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.  

Samsung Heavy Industries Co., Ltd.  

 

Samsung Life Insurance Co., Ltd.  

Samsung SDI Co., Ltd.  

Samsung SDS Co., Ltd.  

Shinhan Financial Group Co., Ltd.  

SK Holdings Co., Ltd.  

SK hynix, Inc.  

SK Innovation Co., Ltd.  

SK Telecom Co., Ltd. 

Samsung Electro Mechanics 
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*REN21 (2015). Renewables 2016 Global Status Report. Paris: REN21 
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CRONYISM, COMPETITION, AND DEVELOPMENT:  
CASE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY IN SOUTH KOREA 

AND THE PHILIPPINES  
 

Flor Dianne H. Alvarez 
Vincent Jerald R. Ramos 

 
Abstract 
The increasing relevance of the telecommunications industry is a result of 
stronger global interconnectivity, increased market competitiveness, and 
better socio-economic outcomes. This paper attempts to identify and 
analyze the role that cronyism and competition policy played in the 
evolution of the telecommunications industry in South Korea and the 
Philippines. With South Korea being one of the world’s leaders in this 
field, how chaebol dynamics and competition policies coexist to help 
continuously improve telco services is particularly a point of interest. In 
contrast, the Philippines is working towards a more competitive telco 
industry, believing that more players will result to better services. 
Achieving this will reduce anti-competitive behavior displayed by major 
operating telco firms in the Philippines. Using previous literature and 
available data, this paper further aims to discuss how favorable market 
outcomes arise from varying levels of antitrust law enforcement. Other 
factors that can affect the telco industry such as government regulation, 
cultural aspects, and ownership restrictions are tangentially discussed. 
The paper concludes with a discussion of the Philippine National 
Broadband Plan and how the industry in both countries can further 
improve and develop their telecommunications infrastructure as well as 
learn from one another’s experience. 
 
Keywords: Telecommunications Sector, Broadband, Philippines 

and South Korea 
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Introduction 
The turn of the 21st century saw one of the most powerful innovations in 
history—the internet. Through the internet, access to information and 
long-distance communication has become easier and more cost-efficient 
such that various economic activities now depend on it. Furthermore, the 
internet is starting to play a key role in emergency preparedness and 
political participation. Broadband internet is just one of the many 
elements of a broader industry that is telecommunications (telco). This 
industry comprises of firms at each level of the value chain—platform 
and infrastructure, device manufacturing and retailing, operators (service 
providers), content and advertising, and retail and distribution. The 
quality of services that operators provide contributes substantially to user 
experience and satisfaction. This is because even if you have a top of the 
line device with up-to-date content, many features of the device rely on 
the quality provided by service providers (i.e. signal, internet speed, etc.). 
     The Philippines is no stranger to poor internet service. Surprisingly, 
despite having slow internet connection speed, Filipinos spend the most 
time online at 8 hours and 59 minutes per day1. Meanwhile, South Korea 
has one of the best broadband internet quality in the world. Table 1 below 
shows the 2015 Global Broadband Experience Scorecard Results where 
the Philippines ranked 29 out of 30 evaluated countries while South 
Korea placed 5th.  
 
Table 1. Global Broadband Experience Scorecard Results in 2015 (1-
100) 
Country  
(30 
countries) 

Current 
connectivity 

Growth 
Momentum 

Customer 
Network 
Score 

Service & 
Application 
Experience 

Overall 

Canada (1st) 84 43 86 92 80 
Argentina 40 70 37 32 42 
Sweden 87 68 97 94 88 
Indonesia 29 60 43 41 40 
South 
Korea (5th) 

86 45 83 74 76 

Philippines 
(29th) 

42 63 20 35 38 

Egypt 38 48 20 20 30 
Source: Ovum 2015 

 

                                                 
1 Source: https://www.rappler.com/technology/features/159720-ph-spends-most-
time-online-and-on-social-media-report 
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     This paper aims to survey the literature, examine ongoing 
developments, and provide recommendations on how the Philippines and 
South Korea can mutually learn from one another’s telecommunications 
industry. Specifically, this paper is concerned with institutional dynamics 
and how these have affected market outcomes. It focuses on the 
broadband internet element of telecommunications—one that is 
ubiquitously seen as problematic. The paper is structured as follows: Part 
2 discusses the background of the telco industry in both countries, Part 3 
discusses socio-political and institutional features of the respective 
countries’ telco industries, and Part 4 highlights the proposed National 
Broadband Plan of the present administration and how it differs from 
South Korea’s Broadband Plan. The paper concludes with some 
realizations from this exercise. 

 
 
1. Telecommunications Industry Background 
A powerful broadband network is built through the interaction of (1) 
technical expertise on information infrastructures, (2) effective 
government regulation and legal frameworks, and (3) its market and 
stakeholders (Ro, 2002). In contrast, a combination of insufficient 
knowledge in the dynamics of broadband networks, weak regulatory 
authority, and unfavourable response from the service providers, the 
public and other stakeholders lead to a worsening scenario, excluding 
development outcomes. Since the telco industry was considered a 
naturally monopolized industry for reasons of social service and a need 
for a huge amount of investment, the goal of having a powerful 
broadband network is associated with the persistent strive for a 
competitive environment. Starting from the 1980s, both countries focused 
on market liberalization (Kim, 2002). With this ideal set-up, firms and 
individuals are induced to seek knowledge in order to produce goods and 
services more efficiently. 
 
Technical Aspects 
This section discusses  how broadband-related goods and services are 
provided and priced, how they are priced, how easy it is for new firms 
(who might possibly induce faster innovation) to enter the market, 
geographic location and demographics. In the Philippines, due to the slow 
pace of interconnection, consumers have been complaining over the large 
number of failed connections (Aldaba, 2000). 
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Role of government 
A study in Latin America and the Caribbean noted that well-functioning 
political and regulatory institutions have a significant and positive impact 
on the telecommunications industry. Using panel data techniques, the 
researchers found that the regulatory framework index is always 
positively associated with the level of network deployment, investments 
in the industry and efficiency level (Gutiérrez & Berg, 2000).  
     Effective regulation is a complex activity if we include all the 
technical and socio-political factors within the industry; thus, to regulate 
effectively requires a learning process. Unfortunately, the Philippines 
suffers from the lack of regulatory tradition, limited administrative 
capabilities, lack of independence, and the information asymmetry 
problem in the industry, making it difficult to achieve effective regulation 
(Aldaba, 2000). 
     On the other hand, behind the successful uptake of broadband internet 
lies the Korean government’s strong policy drive with its consistent 
policy for competition. In 1995, a long-term plan for broadband Internet 
infrastructure was drawn up. Specifically, policy measures were put in 
place to induce broadband network building on the supply side and to 
promote the internet and broadband on the demand side. A further 
discussion on how the Korean government affected the telco providers is 
taken up in the latter parts of the paper. The Korean government did not 
only assist in building a network infrastructure, but also provided demand 
side stimulants by promoting the educational benefits in a society gripped 
by ‘education fever’. This was one of the major drivers of consumer 
demand for broadband (Choudrie & Lee, 2004). 
 
Market and Stakeholders 
The following are the stakeholders in a telco industry: 
 
Public as Consumers 
A series of demand magnification programs were enacted by the Korean 
government. According to the Korea Education & Research Information 
Service (KERIS), simple initiatives such as encouraging computer use in 
schools and homes, offering computer-purchase assistance, and educating 
wives who often control household finances created a feeling among 
parents that the internet is a necessity for their children’s education. 
Service providers such as Hanaro and Korea Telecom (KT) also focused 
on educational benefits in their advertising campaigns to encourage 
parents to invest in broadband connections for their children. It is also 
noted that it is often remarked that Koreans are technology-savvy 
(Choudrie & Lee, 2004; Kushida & Oh, 2007). 
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     Digital literacy programs are also being actualized in the Philippines. 
The country started providing free internet services in some public places 
in Metro Manila as the government set foot in its National Broadband 
Plan.  
 
Public as Game-changer 
Rules and procedures in a society (social conventions) are also important 
since these determine how decisions are made and actions are taken (Ro, 
2002). The role of culture and the level of trust in a society is important in 
explaining the policy outcomes of industrial liberalization (Rhee, 2009). 
 
 
2. Korean Telecommunications Industry 
This section outlines the Korean telecommunications industry—how it 
began, who the key players are, how it evolved, and what the market 
outcomes resulted to as we know today.  
 
2.1 Brief History and Key Players  
 
2.1.1 Korean government 
The Korean government played the most significant role in the 
telecommunications industry due to its influence on both the supply and 
demand side. It directly and indirectly controlled the process of 
privatization through its legal power and its ownership of Korean 
Telecommunications (KT), the firm which had the biggest market share 
in the industry. While ‘pushing’ for privatization, it also wanted to 
preserve its main role as the regulatory agency over KT so that it could 
implement telecom policies, including universal services of information 
and broadband. It also influenced the inflow of foreign investors as it 
feared that the domestic industry would be wiped out and communication 
networks would be taken over by foreigners, thereby, a threat to their 
national security (Jin, 2006; Rhee 2009).  
     However, in 1994, the Kim Young-Sam government adopted the 
Segyehwa (globalization) of Korea as its main political goal which lead to 
a more outward-looking approach in foreign policies, as well as the 
privatization of KT (Jin, 2006). 
 
2.1.2 Chaebol 
     Chaebols, family-owned business conglomerates, entered the industry 
when they realized their heavy-dependence on information for their daily 
economic operations. In the early 1980s, as a result of the government-
induced public-private research consortium, the top four chaebols, 
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Hyundai, Samsung, LG and Daewoo, started to produce the $40-million 
worth time division exchange (TDX) system which has become crucial to 
the telco industry. This contribution led to considerable economic 
benefits not just within the domestic market but also foreign markets as 
they were able to export the technology. Indubitably, as businessmen, tese 
chaebol firms wanted to reduce their costs and believed that the 
privatization of KT would give them a great opportunity to invest in other 
phone service business, thus, putting pressure on the regulators (Jin, 
2006). 
 
2.1.3 Foreign players 
     In the post-1997 Asian economic crisis, the US government, of which 
Korea is export dependent, TNCs, and international organizations such as 
WTO and IMF pushed for the privatization of KT (Jin, 2006).  
 
2.2 From Public Monopoly Towards Privatization 
The privatization of KT came into place in May 2002.  In the same year, 
KT accounted for 96.9% of the market in fixed-line local telephone 
service, 86% share in the long-distance market and a 64% share in the 
international telephone market. KT’s privatization went through three 
stages (Jin, 2006; Rhee 2009). 
 
2.2.1 First Stage (1987-1994) 
Alongside the US government’s desire to expand technological progress 
and the pressure to privatize KT, the Korean government wanted to raise 
government revenues as its main objective, rather than increasing 
efficiency. Originally, it only planned to sell 49% of shares to the private 
sector so that the government can still exercise its power over the 
dominant telco enterprise (Jin, 2006). 
 
2.2.2 Second Stage (1995-2001) 
This time, the international organizations played their role especially 
during the 1997 Asian Crisis. The mobile phone segment (18 million 
mobile phone subscribers) attracted considerable FDI in spite of the 
economic crisis of 1997 (Ro, 2002). Still, domestic-based TNCs suffered 
financially and needed to focus on structural reform of their constituent 
parts. The Korean government asked for financial assistance and the IMF 
agreed with some terms: to deregulate foreign ownership restraints as 
well as trade and competition-distorting policies, and to eliminate 
investment restrictions. Thus, the Kim government put more KT shares 
on the Korean Stock Exchange Market and promised the full-privatization 
of KT. In September 1999, the aggregate foreign ownership in KT was 
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raised from 20% to 33%. In the following year, the government revised 
the Telecommunications Business Act to increase the aggregate foreign 
ownership in KT to 49%. On the contrary, to be consistent with the three-
way competition policy within the telco industry, any single chaebol was 
prevented from owning over 5% of KT shares (Jin, 2006). 
 
2.2.3 Third Stage (2002) 
KT achieved its full privatization in 2002 when the government sold off 
the remaining 28.36% shares that it owned to domestic investors. There 
were two objectives then, full-privatization and a balanced distribution of 
the 28.36% KT shares onto 3 groups: top conglomerates (15%), 
individual and institutional buyers (7.66%), and KT employees (5.7%). 
Moreover, due to insistent chaebol demands, the government removed the 
5% barrier on KT shares as they threatened not to invest otherwise. Note 
that the government recognized that only the top chaebol had the 
domestic capital to buy the remaining KT shares. However, the Korean 
government did not want a single chaebol to be the largest shareholder of 
KT and planned on other ways to distribute the shares. Nonetheless, it 
failed to achieve a balanced distribution because SK Telecom was able to 
acquire 11.34% (Jin, 2006).  
  
2.3 Broadband Performance  
Korea’s broadband explosion began in April 1999 when Hanaro, a new 
entrant, offered customers DSL service. When the Ministry of 
Information and Communication (MIC) announced that it would only 
license one competitor in the local telephony market in 1996, Hanaro 
found itself competing against industry giants such as KT, Samsung, LG, 
and DACOM. KT offered high quality services at competitive prices; 
whereas Hanaro had little to offer until it noted KT’s data service 
subscribers were dissatisfied with slow access and per minute access fees. 
Hanaro’s broadband service resulted to its acquisition of more than a 
million subscribers within 18 months and paved the way for an intensified 
competition in the industry. Short after, KT was able to offer DSL 
nationwide, surpassing Hanaro’s market share by June 2000 as the new 
entrant was still limited in its geographic reach (Kushida & Oh, 2007). In 
2006, KT held a market share of 51%, followed by Hanaro with 29% 
(Picot & Wernick, 2007). 
 
2.4 Policy Challenges and Opportunities 
Although the full-privatization of KT was achieved, implementing three-
way competition policy between KT, SK, and LG remained a challenge. 
Since the early 1990s, this policy enabled that no one or two 
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conglomerates dominate the telecommunication market and for these 
major groups to compete fairly with latecomers such as Hanaro and 
DACOM. However, SK and KT became two large players and the three-
way policy needs to be reviewed/reconsidered (Jin, 2006). 
     More recent studies such as that of Shin and Jung (2012) have claimed 
that the telecom market in South Korea is relatively liberal but new 
players still have little incentive to enter the infrastructure-based 
segments due to the ff. reasons: (1) the market is already well-served by 
the existing players, with high penetration levels; (2) revenues and profits 
are declining for traditional circuit-switched voice services which most 
new players can at most afford and; (3) the fast transition of Korea to next 
generation networks.  
     Apart from market entry problems, there was also industry instability 
since broadband had become a publicly provided private good. In 2003, 
ThruNet and Onse, which is the third and fourth biggest players in 
broadband respectively, both went into bankruptcy (Shin & Jung, 2012). 
     A more evident problem in Korea that concerns a lot of its broadband 
consumers is the lack of freedom in the network and internet use. First, 
the Korean government policy has effectively supported a single 
browser—Internet Explorer. Second, there has been a threat to cyber-
security as privacy concerns have emerged. In 2008, personal information 
of 308,000 people was leaked online, and Hanaro was also accused of 
selling its entire customer database to other companies. The government 
started to take action, to change broadband regulations and to include 
severe penalties for these instances. Third, 99.9% of all the computer 
users are restricted to having Microsoft Windows, and the remaining 
users can neither transact nor interact online (Shin & Jung, 2012). Fourth, 
Korean webpages are constantly being taken down, deleted, and blocked 
by the government. In 2013, about 23,000 webpages were deleted while 
63,000 were blocked at the request of the Korea Communications 
Standards Commission (KCSC) (The Economist, 2014). Although South 
Koreans enjoy their fast-paced internet, there are many other underlying 
issues that involve social aspects rather than technical efficiency. 
 
 
3. Philippine Telco Industry 
 
3.1 History 
Before the mid-1990s, the Philippine telco industry was dominated by 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company (PLDT) since it enjoyed 
government policy that allowed for monopolization of the industry. The 
belief then was that a natural monopoly, where the size and structure of 
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the market only allows for one company—a monopolist—to be profitable, 
is best for the industry. However, by the late 1980s to early 1990s, PLDT 
failed to efficiently perform its services as evidenced by high numbers of 
trouble complaints and increasing telephone backlogs. Clearly, PLDT 
was unable to keep up with the growth of demand.  
     At the onset of the Ramos administration in 1992, several executive 
orders on interconnection and coverage expansion became band aid 
solutions to worsening telco conditions. In 1995, by virtue of RA 7925 or 
the Public Telecommunications Policy Act, the telco industry was 
demonopolized. Among the relevant provisions of the this act are: (1) 
removing the 12 percent ceiling on the rate of return, (2) broadening 
ownership of telecommunications systems by requiring carriers to make a 
public offering of their stocks, (3) institutionalizing revenue sharing 
negotiations between carriers as the manner of settling interconnection 
agreements; and (4) prohibiting a single franchise to engage in both 
telecommunications and broadcasting (Patalinghug, Manuela, Lizares & 
Patalinhug, 2016; Abrenica, 1999, 2000; Serafica, 2002). 
     At present, PLDT is still the dominant player for both mobile and 
fixed line-broadband services. Market shares for Globe Telecom has 
increased for all service types in 2015 compared to the figures in 2011. 
The table below shows the revenue market share by type of service from 
2011 to 2015. Notably, the increase in Globe shares is attributable to 
decreases in PLDT shares.  
 

Table 2: Service Revenue Market Share: 2011-2015 (in percent) 

Service Type Globe Telecom PLDT 
20
11 

20
12 

20
13 

20
14 

20
15 

20
11 

20
12 

20
13 

20
14 

20
15 

Service 
Revenue  

35 34 36 38 41 65 66 64 62 59 

Mobile  39 37 39 41 44 61 63 61 59 56 
Voice  37 35 34 35 38 63 65 66 65 62 
SMS  39 36 39 42 41 61 64 61 58 59 
Mobile 
Browsing       
 & Other Data  

58 63 63 59 65 42 37 37 41 35 

Fixed Line & 
Broadband  

24 25 27 29 35 76 75 73 71 65 

Broadband  44 44 46 47 52 56 56 54 53 48 
Fixed Line 
Data  

35 35 35 36 41 65 65 65 64 59 
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Fixed Line 
Voice  

9 9 9 9 11 91 91 91 91 89 

Source: PLDT and Globe Annual Reports 

     The HHI (Herfindahl-Hirschman Index) is a measure of concentration 
in an industry and is indicative of the degree of competition present in 
that industry. The merger review guidelines of the United States Federal 
Trade Commission (2010) suggest that an HHI of around 2500 or above 
indicates high market concentration. In a highly concentrated market, 
most of the market shares are enjoyed by a few firms. A higher HHI 
indicates the presence of a dominant firm. Table 3 below shows the HHI 
of the Philippine telco industry using existing market shares. Not 
surprisingly, the HHIs of the industry across all service types over 5 years 
were more than double the benchmark for high concentration. Notably, in 
a market such as fixed line voice where around 90 percent is controlled 
by one firm, the HHI is high at around 8000. 

Table 3. HHI of the Philippine Telco Industry, 2011-2015 

Service Type 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Service Revenue  5450 5512 5392 5288 5162 

Mobile  5242 5338 5242 5162 5072 

  Voice  5338 5450 5512 5450 5288 

  SMS  5242 5392 5242 5128 5162 
  Mobile Browsing &   
  Other Data  5128 5338 5338 5162 5450 
Fixed Line & 
Broadband  6352 6250 6058 5882 5450 

Broadband  5072 5072 5032 5018 5008 

Fixed Line Data  5450 5450 5450 5392 5162 

Fixed Line Voice  8362 8362 8362 8362 8042 
       Source: Jopson & Caliso 2016 

3.2 Role of Government 
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Unlike South Korea, internet connection is expensive in the Philippines. 
In 2015, rates were at $18.19 per mbps, much higher than the global 
average of $5.21. The Senate, through the Committee on Trade, 
Commerce, and Entrepreneurship looked at the high cost and poor state 
of our country’s broadband connection in 2015. Unfortunately, two years 
later, the same problems plague the industry. 
     The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) is the 
regulating agency for the telco industry. The agency failed in its duty to 
ensure that favorable market outcomes result from healthy competition 
among players. In 2016, it approved the Globe and PLDT’s acquisition of 
the spectrum allocation of San Miguel Corporation, effectively banning a 
third player from entering the market. The NTC’s spectrum management 
scheme is unclear. It favors firms who can efficiently use the allocated 
spectrum but is mum on the exact mechanism of doing so.  
     The regulatory framework, apart from being conducive to rent seeking, 
is practically unwelcoming of new entrants. This regulatory framework 
includes the structure and practice of the NTC, the requirement of a 
congressional franchise for telco operation, and the 60%-40% foreign 
ownership restriction, among others. 
 
3.3 Policy Challenges and Opportunities 

There are existing unserved geographical areas which can be reached by 
potential new entrants. Nationally, the Philippines has 5.44 fixed 
broadband subscriptions per 100 people, much lower than the global 
average of 12.52. This means that in terms of fixed broadband 
connections, which is almost equally shared by PLDT and Globe, a 
potential third player will break the Cournot duopoly between the two 
firms, to the benefit of consumers of course. 
     A spectrum management scheme has to be clear and transparent, much 
like in the United States where spectrum allocation is done through 
biddings, hearings, or auctions. The country will also benefit from lifting 
the 60%-40% foreign ownership restriction by being an additional 
incentive for potential foreign entrants. 
     The Philippine Competition Commission (PCC) must, in no uncertain 
terms, exercise its mandate to review the anti-competitive practices 
committed in the industry and it must do so as soon as possible. 
Following the Court of Appeals (CA) decision to approve the PLDT-
Globe-San Miguel spectrum acquisition, the PCC should go beyond this 
acquisition transaction and into possible abuse of dominance conduct by 
players. 
     Clearly, there is demand for faster and cheaper broadband connection. 
Making internet more accessible and more reliable would eventually 
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drive down the prices of other service types like cellular and telephone. 
Ultimately, when there is market failure, government should intervene, 
but this intervention should be transparent, results oriented, and fair.  
 
 
4. Institutional Set-up 
This part contrasts the institutional set up in both South Korea and the 
Philippines primarily focusing on cronyism and competition with politics, 
culture, and history tangentially discussed. 
 
4.1 Contrasting South Korea and the Philippines: Politics, Culture 
and History 
The evolution of the telecommunication industry and policy alignments in 
both countries is deeply rooted to their patterns of politics and historical 
backgrounds. Although both countries experienced the Japanese rule, 
received military protection from the US during and after the World War 
II, relied heavily on external finances to fund economic activities, and 
dealt with martial law, there exists a huge gap in development terms 
between South Korea and the Philippines. Whereas these events, in a way, 
served to destroy the old order in Korea, such happenings even reinforced 
the existing structures—the power of the elites, landlords and the riches 
on influencing policies and social dynamics—in the Philippines. For 
instance, in the 1940s, Korea already set on a well-defined distribution of 
rights. On the other hand, the Philippines has yet to institute a general and 
consistent land reform. Thus, retaining the status quo (or even worsening 
situation) in terms of politics and socio-economic dynamics.  
     Apart from colonial legacies, Kang (2002) also argues that countries 
lacking a significant magnitude of external threat gave their leaders less 
incentive to monitor bureaucracies, reduce opportunism, move from 
predatory to productive practices and make credible commitment in 
domestic policies. Whereas the Philippines took advantage of its 
geographical location and massive US military deployments at the Subic 
and Clark bases as protection from any sudden attack, South Korea was 
troubled by North Korea, China and the Soviet Union. The Philippines 
merely concerned itself with internal threats to democracy, such as the 
Huk rebellion in the 1950s and the formation of the New People’s Army 
(NPA) in the late 1960s, which was downplayed by the US officials as 
‘largely marginal.’ The status quo was rarely threatened due to absence of 
external threat.  This lack of external threat allowed Philippine leaders 
and elites to be mainly concerned with internal agenda rather than with 
policy making towards development. On the other hand, the South 
Koreans faced severe external threat and uncertainty to US commitments 
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for protection and aid which induced them to develop domestic capacities 
for both economic production and fighting wars. In the 1970s, the 
Koreans started to focus on heavy industry and chemical manufacturing. 
Later on, Korea introduced policies that emphasized stabilization, private 
sector development (i.e. increasing private participation in infrastructure) 
and deregulation with most of its reform activities in the telecom sector. 
 
4.2 Cronyism and Competition Policy 
Cronyism played a role in the early days of the telco industry in both 
South Korea and the Philippines. After the Korean War, chaebol firms 
were instrumental in the rapid economic growth of South Korea. In the 
case of the telco industry in South Korea, chaebols built infrastructure 
through a government-induced research consortium which made South 
Korean telco technology a model for other countries. Notably, the 
privatization of KT in South Korea was handled carefully by the 
regulators. They made sure that no single chaebol will dominate the 
market and competition will persist. Hence, the presence of policies that 
favor chaebols is balanced by policies that ensure that the market is not 
conducive to abuse or monopolization. 
     In the Philippines, PLDT was state owned during Martial Law from 
1970 to 1986. It was led by Ramon Cojuanco, a crony of then president 
Ferdinand Marcos. During this time, service expansion for the telco 
industry was non-existent. Hence, over a period of 17 years, the telco 
industry stagnated and services to those already with access to a 
telephone worsened. Hence, cronyism delayed the telco development in 
the Philippines for 17 years. After 1986, it took around 9 more years 
before PLDT was demonopolized in 1995.  
     In South Korea, the Fair Trade Commission (FTC) is mandated to 
review mergers and acquisitions and anti-competitive conduct by firms. 
In the case of the telco industry, FTC had its fair share of contributions. 
In 2016, the FTC effectively rejected the proposed acquisition of cable 
company CJHelloVision by SK Telecom citing its possible anti-
competitive implications. In 2017, Kim Sang-Jo, an Economics professor 
bearing the nickname ‘chaebol sniper’, was chosen to lead the FTC. His 
appointment sends a message to chaebol firms that FTC will not allow for 
anti-competitive agreements and abuse of dominance practices to remain 
unnoticed. In the Philippines, the PCC’s first attempt at investigating a 
telco merger was hampered by the courts. Nonetheless, the PCC has 
repeatedly expressed its commitment to looking at the telco industry—an 
industry seen as highly concentrated by the general public. 
     To contrast, cronyism in the telco industry in both countries exist. 
However, based on the experience of South Korea, the presence and 
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implementation of competition policies are necessary to ensure that 
cronies do not abuse their market position. The Philippines did not have 
these policy safeguards and the market outcomes now reflect the effects 
of failed government intervention. 
 
4.3 Comparative Market Outcomes 
In the Q4 2016 report of Akamai Industries, the Philippines ranked 108 
out of 123 countries studied on connection speed. In the Asia-Pacific 
region, the Philippines has the slowest average connection speed, the 
longest time to load a webpage on broadband and mobile, and the lowest 
percentage of people with access to at least 4 mbps of internet speed. 
Table 2 below summarizes the findings and compares with South Korea 
and other select Asia-Pacific countries. 
 

Table 4. State of the Internet Report Summary 
Country  
 

Rank Average 
connection 
speed 
(mbps) 

Time to 
load a 
webpage 
(in ms) 
broadband 

Time to 
load a 
webpage 
(in ms) 
mobile 

People 
with 
access 
to at 
least 
4Mbps 

Philippines 108 4.5 3925 6747 31% 

South 
Korea 

1 26.1 1898 2725 97% 

Indonesia 80 6.7 3606 4892 71% 

China 89 6.3 2696 2311 73% 

Malaysia 66 8.2 3250 3386 69% 

Thailand 31 13.3 2533 1555 96% 

Source: Akamai Industries, Q4 2016; Jopson & Caliso 2016 
 

4.4 National Broadband Plan 
 
The Philippine Digital Strategy 2011-2016 laid out the plan for creating a 
National Broadband Plan. In the 2016 State of the Nation Address of 
President Rodrigo Duterte, he echoed the importance of the National 
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Broadband Plan that will provide for new telco infrastructure and a level 
playing field that would benefit consumers. 
     A National Broadband Plan is present in other jurisdictions. In South 
Korea, the Broadband Convergence Network (BCN) project from 2004 to 
2010. This project was envisioned as a conduit where broadband services 
and content provision will flow to reflect high-speed internet 
infrastructure. This was done jointly by government and private players. 
Notably, chaebols were instrumental in building networks and databases. 
Chaebols did it because participating in this consortium had efficiency 
gains for them by lowering costs of open information. 
     The latest draft of the Philippine National Broadband Plan in March 
2017 (DICT, 2017) contained sections on implementing Open Access and 
Peering policies which aim to reform dynamics among the industry 
players. This national broadband plan is similar to South Korea’s BCN 
project in a few aspects. First, both plans call for accelerated investment; 
in South Korea, investments were pegged at $70 billion while the exact 
targeted investment for the Philippines is yet to be determined. Second, 
both plans call for the participation of both government and private 
players. In the case of South Korea, chaebols were critical for the success 
of the BCN. Finally, in terms of content provision, both plans call for 
demand stimulation through digital literacy programs and diversified 
content. This will improve market penetration. 
     The Philippines can learn from South Korea’s BCN project in terms of 
monitoring and evaluation. Shin and Jung (2012) note that the social and 
cultural dimensions of the BCN as well as the bureaucratic nature of its 
formulation and implementation were not explicitly brought up in 
discussions. Thus, Shin proposes a monitoring and evaluation model 
which would account for the economic and social benefits and costs of 
any future telco project. Therefore, it is necessary for the Philippines to 
have well-developed monitoring and evaluation schemes as the blueprint 
of the National Broadband Plan is developed.  
 
5. Realizations 
This paper ends with a few realizations from this exercise of review of 
existing literature and data on the telecommunications industry of both 
South Korea and the Philippines. 
 

• South Korea and the Philippines share similarities in history and 
political developments. However, both countries have different 
development outcomes. For the telecommunications industry, 
both South Korea and the Philippines had to deal with cronyism. 
However, the former was safeguarded by policies which kept the 
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market relatively competitive. Cronyism in the Philippines 
stagnated the telco industry for more than two decades.  

• The Philippines has one of the worst and most expensive 
broadband connections in the world. South Korea, on the other 
hand, has one of the best and most efficient internet service. 

• South Korea can still improve on freedom in internet access and 
use. Furthermore, South Korea can promote industrial 
stability as broadband is a privately provided public good and is 
constantly in need of returns from investments. 

• South Korea’s competition authority has been able to dutifully 
exercise its duty to ensure that the few telco players in the 
country do not resort to anti-competitive transactions and abuse 
of dominance conduct. The Philippine Competition Commission, 
a relatively new agency, is mandated to review the anti-
competitive practices of industries, including telco. 

• The Philippines can learn a lot from Korea in terms of effective 
implementation of competition policy, formulation of a national 
broadband plan, and regulation of crony-controlled entities. To 
improve the market outcomes of the Philippine telco industry, it 
has to continuously look at best practices in other jurisdictions. 
For the telecommunications industry, South Korea remains the 
standard.  
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FEASIBILITY OF SAEMAUL UNDONG IN THE PHILIPPINE SETTING: 
THE CASE OF THE CITY OF VICTORIAS, PROVINCE OF NEGROS 

OCCIDENTAL 

  

Christine Mae F. Sarito 

 

 
Introduction 
An Asian Development Bank study1describes “the Republic of Korea’s 
Saemaul (새마을/New Village) Undong (운동/Movement) (often 
referred to as “SMU”) as a classic example of community-driven 
development (CDD) based on specific institutional principles and 
community participation. The SMU was spawned in the early 970s as a 
response to what then seemed to be endemic rural poverty in the Republic 
of Korea. The SMU was implemented under the government of President 
Park Chung Hee from 1971 to 1979. During this period, the Government 
of the Republic of Korea actively promoted the SMU in three successive 
stages. Stage I (1971–1973) focused on provision and upgrading of basic 
rural infrastructure, while the focus of Stage II (1974–1976) was overall 
social and economic development. During Stage III (1977–1979), the 
movement’s chief focus shifted to dissemination, by which is meant 
broadening of the populace who embraced the principles that led to the 
movement’s success in both the medium and long term. 
     The SMU is credited in contributing the following additional and 
“probably” essential ingredients that enabled Korea’s rural sector to 
advance so rapidly: positive political and social environment, new 
farmer-government relationship, new village leadership, enhanced 
economic role for women and development-oriented cooperation.2  
     Due to the significant contribution of the SMU in the rapid economic 
development of the Republic of Korea, various countries have replicated 
and implemented the program in their respective communities with 

                                                 
1  Asian Development Bank. (2012). The Saemaul Undong movement in the 
Republic of Korea: Sharing knowledge on community-driven development. 
Retrieved from https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/29881/saemaul 
-undong-movement-korea.pdf   

2 Ibid 
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successful results.3 In the Philippines, Rev. Dr. Chang Young Chung, a 
Korean missionary, introduced the SMU in the Province of Iloilo about 
20 years ago.4 
     However, it is worth noting that local government units (LGUs) in the 
Philippines have their respective programs for development of their 
communities. Thus, implementation of best practices of other countries’ 
development programs, like the Republic of Korea’s SMU, can be 
utilized to complement and/or supplement the LGUs existing programs. 
Thus, this paper tackles the development plan of a Philippine LGU, the 
City of Victorias, Province of of Negros Occidental, dubbed as ASENSO 
(A - Agri-ecological and Sports Tourism; S - Social Services; E - 
Education, Environment and Economic Development; N - Network and 
Alliance Building; S - Strong Revenue Generation and Management; and 
O - Organizational Renewal and Strengthening) and how the SMU can 
help realize the City Government’s thrusts for progress. 
 
 
Profile and History of the City of Victorias, Province of Negros 
Occidental 
The City of Victorias (Victorias City) is a fourth class City in the 
Province of Negros Occidental, the province dubbed as the “sugar bowl 
of the Philippines”. The City has a land area of 13,390 hectares and 
consists of 26 barangays. It is 34 kilometers away from the Bacolod City, 
the capital city of the province.5 According to the 2015 census, Victorias 
City has a population of 87,933. 6  Its present Mayor is Hon. Francis 
Frederick Pulmones Palanca. 
     On February 11, 1998, Victorias became a component city when 
Republic Act No. 8488 was signed into law by then President Fidel V. 
Ramos. Witnessing the signing at Malacañang were officials of Victorias 
                                                 
3  Korea Saemaulundong Center (2011). The successful cases of the Korea’s 
saemaul undong (new community movement). Retrieved from 
http://ksp.go.kr/common/attdown.jsp?fidx=85&pag=0000700003&pid=29 
4Pedellume, M.L. (2016, March 24). Saemaul Undong (새마을 운동) in the 
Philippines [Blog post]. Retrieved from  
http://koreanetblog.blogpost.com/2016/03/saemaul-undong-in-philippines.html 
5  Provincial Government of Negros Occidental, Republic of the Philippines 
(2017). Victorias City. Retrieved from  http://www.negros-occ.gov.ph/about-
negros-occidental/cities-and-municipalities/cities/victorias-city 
6 Bersales, L.G.S. (May 19, 2016 ). Highlights of the Philipine population: 2015 
census of population. Retrieved from   
https://www.psa.gov.ph/content/highlights-philippine-population-2015-census-
population 
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led by former Mayor Severo Acuña Palanca and key officials of Congress. 
A plebiscite for the ratification was held on March 21, 1998. On March 
21, 1999, Victorias City celebrated its first anniversary.7 
     Victorias City is also notable for the St. Joseph the Worker Chapel, a 
masterpiece considered the first example of modern sacral architecture in 
the Philippines and raised to the status of Important Cultural Property by 
the National Museum of the Philippines in 2015. The chapel was 
designed by the famous Czech Architect Antonín Raymond. Its mural of 
the Angry Christ painted by international artist Alfonso Ossorio and the 
mural has been featured in various publications like Life Magazine. Its 
fierce, vivid colors gave the church its most known name as the "Angry 
Christ Church".8 
      Victorias is also known for being the site of Victorias Milling 
Company, the world's largest integrated sugar mill, sitting on a 7,000 - 
hectare compound that makes it the Philippine's largest sugar refinery. It 
also serves as the access point to the Northern Negros Natural Park, 
popular among hikers visiting Mount Mandalagan and Mount Silay.9 
 
 
Priority Projects of the City Government of Victorias 
The present administration’s priority thrusts dubbed as ASENSO stands 
for: 
 
  A - Agri-ecological and Sports Tourism; 
  S - Social Services; 
  E - Education, Environment and Economic Development; 
  N - Network and Alliance Building; 
  S - Strong Revenue Generation and Management 
  O - Organizational Renewal and Strengthening10 
 
    Moreover, the Programs/Projects/Activities financed focus on three (3) 
priority areas, namely: Economic Development, Social Development and 
Environmental Enhancement. Economic Development priority area 
considers endeavors that concentrate on increasing income and 
productivity of Victoriahanons as well as improve investments and 
promote tourism. Areas under the economic development that are given 

                                                 
7 Ibid 
8 Ibid 
9 Ibid 
10 City of Victorias, Province of Negros Occidental (2016).  AIP/ADP (20% 
Development Fund) CY 2017, City of Victorias. 
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focus include: Agri-Eco Tourism Program, focusing on ecological 
tourism and organic agriculture/natural farming; Agricultural Productivity 
Enhancement, highlighting crops, livestock, poultry, fishery and coastal 
resource management; Local Economic Development Projects, focusing 
on city-initiated economic enterprises, Gawahon Eco-Park Development 
and other economic activities promoting livelihood; and 
Improvement/Construction of Support Infrastructure, such as roads and 
other basic facilities. As a general strategy, collaboration, networking and 
pooling of resources through counter-parting schemes in project 
implementation is undertaken to maximize the meager financial resources 
of the City Government. Likewise, linkages with resource agencies from 
various levels (local, provincial, national and international) will be 
strengthened to further mobilize resources. Another strategy to be 
pursued is the establishment of a tourist and business-friendly 
environment in the City. This primarily entails an intensive campaign and 
general advocacy for all Victoriahanons. Moreover, it would also 
necessitate the continued operation of a Business One Stop Shop (BOSS) 
that will ensure that the ease of doing business in the City is enhanced, 
business permits and licensing system is improved and support services 
are provided to investors, entrepreneurs and other stockholders.11   
     The Economic Development Sector focuses on three (3) main areas, 
namely: Ari-Eco Tourism, Local Economic Development and Basic 
Infrastructure Support. Agri-Eco Tourism is one of the priority programs 
of the current administration focusing on two inter-related components – 
agriculture and ecological tourism. The agriculture component 
concentrates on agricultural productivity enhancement, specifically on the 
production, use and promotion of organic agriculture and natural farming. 
This covers crops, livestock poultry, fishery, mangrove and other coastal 
resources. It will augment and support the existing efforts of private 
individuals and organizations as well as develop City-led and managed 
organic and natural farming projects and demonstration farms. It likewise 
hopes to develop the farms as agri-tourism destinations, bringing, 
additional income to farmers and stakeholders. Moreover, agri-support 
facilities, including marketing assistance are provided. The opening of the 
Agricultural Complex (Agri-Com), which serves as a center for 
technology transfer and demonstration area, as well as the Victorias City 
Organic Market and Pasalubong Center, funded through a counter-
parting scheme, speak of the City’s commitment to further improve its 
local economy thru active community engagement.  As for ecological 
tourism, it will banner the Gawahon Eco-Park as its main destination, 
                                                 
11Ibid  
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with various eco-activities such as bird watching, eco-walk, interactive 
farm visits, nature trekking and many others. Along this line, alliances 
and networks with various private farms and destinations are forged to 
expand eco-tourism destinations in the City. Complementary projects 
such as “One Flower, One Barangay”, “Environment-Friendly Barangay”, 
farm improvements and other similar undertakings is continued with the 
active support from the City Government.12  
     Local Economic Development is aggressively supported by the current 
efforts of the City to establish a business-friendly environment. Priorities 
are given to the full and year-round operation of the BOSS, provision of 
infrastructure and facilities support to eco-tourism and economic 
enterprises managed by the City Government such as putting up of 
additional facilities at the City Report and Gawahon Eco-Park. In addition, 
support is provided to encourage local entrepreneurs to put up and operate 
their own business and/or expand existing ones. A collaborative 
partnership with service providers at the local, provincial, regional and 
national levels are hoped to be pursued. In 2017, local economic 
development efforts focus on the full and enhanced operations of the 
newly-established Victorias City Negosyo Center which provides 
assistance to micro, small and medium entrepreneurs which may include 
business consultations and advices, assistance in the establishment of new 
businesses, product promotion/marketing and other business-related 
services.13 
     In the area of sports tourism, the City complements existing private 
sports facilities such as the Victorias Milling Company golf course with 
government-owned and managed resources. Efforts are also undertaken to 
improve the Victorias City Sports and Amusement Center consisting of 
the City Coliseum with its bowling facilities and the City Resort with its 
three swimming pools. Parallel efforts will be pursued within the 
Gawahon Eco-Park where nature-based sports activities such as biking 
and trekking may be facilitated.14 
     Basic infrastructure and other support facilities are implemented to 
promote tourism, commerce trade and investments as well prepare the 
grounds for other development projects. Infrastructure support projects 
are mainly construction, repair and improvement of critical and 
prioritized road sections including farm-to-market roads, major streets 
and improvement of road shoulders, including drainage improvement, 
Efforts are exerted to access additional funds for other basic infrastructure 
                                                 
12 Ibid  
13 Ibid  
14 Ibid 
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projects such as irrigation, multi-purpose pavements, water improvement 
projects and others. Also, complementary infrastructure in the social 
sector that have direct bearing on the economic activities include 
installation of streetlights in prioritized areas and construction and 
improvement of drainage canals.15  
     With respect to Social Development, this priority area aims to enhance 
the social well-being of Victoriahanons through the provisions of 
accessible and quality social services in the areas of health and nutrition, 
education services and sports development, social welfare and protective 
services, peace, security and disaster management and housing/shelter 
development. The social development efforts are focused on public safety 
and security through the installation and improvement of streetlights 
and/or implementation of electrification projects, health and sanitization 
involving drainage improvement and pollution control activities. Another 
emphasis is placed on education through the infrastructure/facilities 
support to identified government educational institutions as well as in the 
implementation of water improvement projects, rehabilitation of the 
senior citizens pavilion and support for barangay-based social 
development-related projects.16   
     Finally, Environmental Enhancement is geared towards conservation, 
rehabilitation, protection and enhancement of ecological balance in the 
City. This basically covers the upland and forest areas, coastal areas 
including mangroves, fishery and marine resources and urban areas 
including the fresh water ecosystem, Environmental Enhancement further 
includes drainage improvement, clearing of rivers and waterways, 
pollution control activities and environmental enhancement incorporating 
solid waste management. Strategies for the implementation of these 
programs include raising awareness through information, education and 
advocacy; capability building program/project institutionalization; 
collaboration and networking/linkage building.17 
 
 
How can the SMU contribute to the ASENSO Thrusts of the City of 
Victorias? 
The Saemaul spirit – diligence, self-help and cooperation – is 
recommended to be taught through Saemaul trainings to Victoriahanons 
to instill to the community to be responsible for development even 
without government support. Among the priorities in the ASENSO 
                                                 
15 Ibid 
16 Ibid 
17 Ibid 
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Thrusts, O - Organizational Renewal and Strengthening has not really 
been planned out by the City Government. Thus, the teaching of the 
Saemaul spirit could provide a backbone for the City’s aim towards 
organizational renewal and strengthening.  
 
Conclusion 
SMU has contributed greatly to Republic of Korea’s rapid economic 
development. Due to this, various countries wanted to replicate the 
program in order to achieve the same results. However, it must be noted 
that each country has unique characteristics that some aspects of SMU 
may not be applicable. It is also worth noting that a balance of tradition 
and modernization must be observed; a lesson that we can learn from the 
implementation of SMU in the Republic of Korea. As the ADB report 
stated,  
“One lesson of the SMU that is often overlooked is that preservation of 
cultural heritage is a factor that should be consciously considered when 
formulating and implementing CDD programs, as in some cases there 
may be a trade-off between preservation of cultural heritage and the pace 
of CDD. In the case of the Republic of Korea, the SMU encouraged 
people to modernize their homes and communities, and as a result, a 
significant portion of the country’s traditional cultural heritage was lost. 
For example, shamanistic village poles displaying carved images, village-
god shrines, village folk ceremonies, and other folkways were decimated 
to allow a transformed village appearance. While this may have been an 
essential element in transforming the mind set of society at large from 
defeatism to self-assertion, viewed in retrospect, this was an important 
trade-off that in large measure went unexamined. The fact that 
government policy makers have more recently attempted to balance 
upgrading of basic infrastructure with cultural heritage preservation is 
testimony to the long-term importance of this trade-off.”18 
 

 

 

  

                                                 
18  Asian Development Bank. (2012). The Saemaul Undong movement in the 
Republic of Korea: Sharing knowledge on community-driven development. 
Retrieved from https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/29881/ 
saemaul-undong-movement-korea.pdf   
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LEARNING MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS IN MANILA:  

KOREAN STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES  

 

Elgene L. C. Feliciano, JD 

 
 

Abstract 

 
The study of Media and Communications in the Philippines is both 
interesting and complex. It combines the development of technical skills 
in the areas of image and sound production, alongside an education of 
how local advertisers, journalists and film makers operate. Ultimately, it 
requires familiarity with domestic trends and issues, as this is the context 
from which most communication endeavors are drawn.  
This unique feature creates a particularly intriguing case for Korean 
Communication students. Deprived of such familiarity, these students 
encounter great difficulty in learning material that may not even be 
applicable in their home country of Korea. 
This study looks at the experience of Korean students studying Media and 
Communications in Metro Manila. It aims to understand the difficulties 
encountered by these students and perhaps uncover what can be done, not 
just to make the courses more relevant to their future endeavors, but at the 
same time to reflect a consensus on what is truly essential and universal 
in the study of Communications. 
 
Keywords: Media, Communication, Manila, Korean, Students 
 
 

Introduction  

In recent years, it has been observed that there appears to be an increasing 
number of Korean students taking Media and Communication studies, 
consistent with the influx of foreign students in the Philippines (Torres, 
2013). This, coupled with the observation that some classes are too 
focused on Philippine culture and issues, led to the realization that 
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Korean Communication students are undergoing a unique experience, one 
that is worthy of a greater scrutiny. 

     The study of Media and Communications in the Philippines combines 
the development of technical skills, alongside an understanding of the 
local culture. Ultimately, it requires familiarity with domestic trends and 
issues, due largely to the fact that Media and Communication work will 
always revolve around stories and issues that are relevant to the 
proximate population. 
     This unique feature creates a particularly intriguing case for Korean 
Communication students. Deprived of such familiarity, these students 
encounter great difficulty in learning material that may not even be 
applicable in their home country of Korea. The concern comes not just 
from the desire to help these students better cope and find relevance in 
what they study, but also to make education in the field of 
Communication and Media studies more effective. As more Koreans 
study Communication in the country, the effect of better designed courses 
and better prepared teachers in Media and Communication will be of 
greater impact. 
 
A Need to Understand 
The significance of this study is both substantial and pronounced, the 
primary beneficiary of which are the Korean students of Media and 
Communication. The determination of problem areas, and ultimately, the 
development of methodologies to address them mean a better preparation 
and training for these students. 
     This benefit extends to the teachers of Communication courses. This 
research benefits educators as it will highlight problem areas that require 
attention. Their understanding of the experience of their Korean students 
may allow these teachers to address problems that even their other foreign 
students might encounter. 
     Furthermore, the study will be consistent with the thrust of universities 
to globalize their presence and make a regional or global impact in terms 
of the field of Communication. In light of the upcoming ASEAN 
integration, a move that will increase faculty and student mobility across 
Southeast Asia (Geronimo, 2014), this study cannot come any sooner. 
     The general objective of this research is to analyze the learning 
experiences of Korean Communication students in certain schools in 
Metro Manila and to analyze how these experiences impact their 
motivation to learn. This research also seeks to identify subjects that 
Korean Communication students find difficult due to their unfamiliarity 
with domestic issues, and determine solutions that might allow for a 
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better understanding and greater relevance for subjects that are perceived 
to be too domestic 
     The study aims to answer the following questions: 

1. What subjects do Korean Communication students find difficult 
to understand? 

2. Why are these subjects considered to be difficult? 
3. How do these students cope with the difficulty they encounter in 

studying these subjects? 
4. In what ways can these subjects be changed so that they become 

more relevant to Korean Communication students? 
 

Gaps in the Literature 
There is no scarcity in studies that deal with the challenges faced by 
foreign students. In an article entitled “International Students’ Adjustment 
Problems and Behaviors”, author Jerry Gebhard took note of the 
adjustment problems international students had while they studied at a 
university in the United States. The author mentioned that students were 
challenged by academics, social interaction, and emotional reactions to 
their new life. In order to manage their problems, students made use of 
behaviors that can facilitate adapting to the new culture, as well as 
behaviors that can obstruct them from adapting. (Gebhard, 2012) 
     Similarly, an article was written by Hsiao-ping Wu, Esther 
Garza, and Norma Guzman entitled “International Student’s Challenge 
and Adjustment to College”, where international students’ experiences 
were examined in academic and sociocultural settings. Through 
qualitative interviews, the findings revealed that international students 
deal with problems such as academic challenges, social isolation, and 
cultural adjustment. (Wu, Garza, and Guzma, 2015) 
     Locally, a study conducted by Rodrigo Sicat entitled “Foreign 
Students’ Cultural Adjustment and Coping Strategies” noted how foreign 
students actually used various strategies to adapt to their Philippine 
academic environment. The study even mentioned the experience of some 
Korean students who were extremely affected by the hot climate in the 
Philippines. Language was of course a notable barrier to socialization, but 
what was interesting was how the study revealed the significant amount 
of time it took before foreign students got used to the accent of the 
English-speaking Filipino teachers. (Sicat, 2011) 
     Indeed, foreign students do face a unique set of challenges in their 
studies. It would be worthwhile to note however, that these articles study 
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a variety of challenges, with difficulties ranging from the social, 
environmental, cultural, and even religious dimension.  
     Focusing on academic challenges born of cultural divide, authors 
Maria Angelova and Anastasia Riazantseva wrote a paper entitled “If 
You Don’t Tell Me, How Can I Know? A Case Study of Four 
International Students Learning to Write the U.S. Way.” In this research, 
it was mentioned that international students need assistance to adjust 
more easily to the requirements of their new academic environment. 
However, it was also noted that this assistance will depend on the student 
and faculty alike, as they need to learn to address explicitly how academic 
writing conventions differ across cultures. (Angelova & Riazantseva, 
1999) 
     Furthermore, in a study entitled “Academic difficulties encountered by 
East Asian International university students in New Zealand”, co-authors 
Boram Lee, Susan P. Farruggia, and Gavin T. L. Brown focused on the 
learning difficulties experienced by East Asian International students. 
Contrastingly, the authors argued that East Asian International students 
did not perceive themselves as victims of their learning situation. They 
claim that these students “understand that by using appropriate strategies 
and having the necessary English skills required to deal with tertiary 
demands, they can overcome difficulties they face.” (Lee, Farruggia, & 
Brown, 2013) 
     It is intriguing to note that while some of the studies about the 
difficulties of foreign students mention Koreans as subjects, none of them 
focus on Korean students exclusively. This means that they are often 
simply seen as a subgroup of a greater population by the prevailing 
literature. 
     Also, there appears to be no study that juxtaposes the difficulty these 
students experience against the inherent cultural bias of Media for the 
domestic culture. When these two contrasting elements are combined, a 
far greater dilemma is presented. The problem worsens, as you now have 
a disadvantaged student operating in within a system that aggravates this 
lack of familiarity. 
     This is the reason why this study is compelling. It shines light on a gap 
that has real world consequences. It highlights the specific challenges 
faced by a particular class of foreign students - Koreans, and brings it 
together with the unique discipline of Media and Communication studies. 
 
Chosen Methodology 
The approach of the study is qualitative and employed case studies and 
interviews of Korean students studying Media and Communications in 
Metro Manila. 
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     Data was gathered from students that belong to different educational 
institutions within the region. The research involved eight (8) Korean 
students as subjects, all of whom are students currently pursuing or those 
that have pursued degrees in Communication. The subjects are of mix 
genders, seven of whom are currently undergraduate students, while one 
has recently graduated with a Master’s degree in Communications.  
     These students were chosen on the basis of two criteria, namely: (1) 
That they have Korean ethnicity and background, having moved to the 
Philippines only during their secondary, tertiary or postgraduate 
education, and; (2) that they have taken subjects related to Media and 
Communication prior to the interview. 
     These students were notified of the nature and purpose of the study 
and were invited to share their insights and experiences. Upon their 
consent, an interview session was set in which they were asked a variety 
of questions relating to their background as Koreans, difficulties they 
encountered in studying Media and Communication in Manila, alongside 
the methods they have adopted to cope with such challenges. The 
interview sessions were recorded and transcribed, lasting approximately 
thirty (30) minutes each. 
 
Problems Cited 
     Of the eight subjects in this study, six students took the position that 
there were problems relating to the way Korean Communication students 
are taught Media and Communication in Manila. On the other hand, one 
student felt that there was no such problem, and another student claimed 
to have experienced classes where there were problems and classes were 
there were none. 
     For those who felt there was a problem, the foremost comment given 
is that teachers supposedly give no particular attention to the fact that 
there are foreign students in the class:  
 

“It’s just the same. We were like any other student in 
the class.” (W, 20 years old) 

“Some teachers made an effort to explain local topics, but most did not. 
They assumed that we all know what they were talking about.” (S, 21 
years old) 
     While it is observed that the teacher is aware that there are foreign 
students, on the basis of their names or the way these students spoke, the 
fact is that it had no impact on the discussion, teaching methodology, 
course requirements or even the way the classes were conducted. This a 
problem because the subjects of the study and the relevant literature 
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support the idea that this particular group of students – foreign students - 
do require special attention. They all spell out peculiar problems that 
foreign students face and it would seem as if, these students were being 
treated like local ones all along. What is sought is not a total adjustment, 
but rather recognition of their peculiar circumstances that are simply 
rooted in difference. Under these circumstances, the subjects of this study 
claim that equal treatment does not result in a fair treatment. If teachers 
want their students to truly be subjected to the same standard, then the 
disadvantages faced by these foreign students must be addressed and 
mitigated. 
     The second problem relates to the use of local examples and the 
assumption of local stock knowledge: 
 

“As for my theatre class, I found it difficult at times to 
comprehend the theatrical works given to us because of 
the difference in cultural beliefs between Korea and 
Philippines. One example would be Tikbalang, a 
Filipino legend that all of my blockmates seemed to be 
familiar with and something I have never heard of. 
Korea's fairytales and legends usually involve dragons 
and tigers while the Philippines' stories involve things 
like fairies of the land, stuff like that.”  (H, 21 years old) 

“Sometimes the professor would refer to Filipino 
television shows. I don’t really watch Filipino shows. I 
just asked help to [sic] my friends.” (E, 20 years old) 

     From time to time, the names of local celebrities or incidents relating 
to the local political scene would creep unto the discussion and they are 
mentioned in ways that knowledge about them is simply presumed. It is 
only during rare instances when teachers would realize that the foreign 
students are unaware of the people or events he or she is talking about 
that an explanation would be provided.  
     The last problem often cited refers to the occasional use of the local 
language: 
 

“The subject was difficult because of the depth it had. It 
required so much sensitivity and a deeper sense of 
understanding for all the readings and writings we had. 
With all the intensity, it was way difficult because it was 
all done in Filipino. To cope with these problems, I 
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usually asked help from my fellow Filipino friends”. (Y, 
18 years old)  

“I usually wasn’t able to join the conversations during 
class because both of subjects mainly talked about local 
TV program and radio program. Mostly difficulty was 
made because of language. [sic]” (M, 20 years old) 

      While the use of the vernacular is limited given the fact that the 
official medium of instruction for all Media and Communication classes 
is English, Filipino words, terms, and phrases are sometimes used. The 
students believe that Filipino is utilized when there is a difficult concept 
to explain or whenever the teachers have sentiments that they find 
difficult to express in English. Oftentimes, Korean students are able to 
deduce the meaning of these words or phrases given the context of the 
discussion. Nevertheless, the problem can persist as there are instances 
when the use of Filipino becomes extensive such as when another student 
asks in Filipino and the teacher responds using the same language. In 
these cases, the Korean Communication student simply cannot 
comprehend the discussion, leading them to either ask questions or 
simply disregard the point all together with the latter being the more 
typical course of action. 
     Other problems were cited in the course of the interviews, such as 
when local materials or sources are needed in various activities or 
whenever these Korean students are made to work with students who are 
not as comfortable speaking in English. However, these problems appear 
isolated and are not seen across various classes taken by the subjects of 
this study. As such, it can be surmised that only these three problems are 
basis in stating that Korean students do encounter problems in their study 
of Media and Communications in Manila. 
     The three common problems cited finds its root in the disregard that 
teachers supposedly exhibit over the peculiar needs of their Korean 
Communication students. In fact, it can be argued that the second and 
third problem is but a consequence of the first – that the teacher rarely 
takes the initiative to help Korean students with their lack of familiarity 
over the local culture.  
     The problem manifests itself in various aspects of the class, such as in 
class discussions, assignments, classwork, or even projects. Oftentimes, 
the teacher or class requirement is said to mention local celebrities or 
current event issues that only a local student is likely to know. Similarly, 
the use of the local language would not be so prevalent if the teachers are 
mindful that not all their students can understand what they are saying. 
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The Korean student, being completely ignorant of these matters is left to 
fend for himself or herself regarding the working knowledge necessary to 
grapple with the requirement. This supposed problem does not mean that 
the teacher is unwilling to help. Indeed, it has been noted several times 
that with sufficient prompting, inquiry, or clarification, teachers have 
been more than willing to supply the necessary information or sources to 
help Korean students arrive at the same contextual knowledge as local 
students. The point being made here is simply that Teachers rarely 
assume Korean Communication students have a problem with 
requirements based on a local issue or context, and therefore would not, 
by themselves act to address the situation without the necessary stimuli. 
 

Alternative Opinions 
In contrast to students who found problems in the way Korean 
Communication students are taught, there were also those who felt that 
there were no problems at all, or that these problems were not always 
present. These students believe that the difficulties they encountered had 
less to do with the lack of familiarity Korean Communication students 
have with the local culture and more about the challenge of studying new 
and difficult topics. The subjects that they found difficult to study were 
difficult because the nature of these classes were inherently complex: 
 

“Media law was the most difficult subject … but I think 
it's not because I’m Korean. Actually, when I studied 
for Korean media law, it’s almost same with Philippine 
media law. But when I studied in ****, I didn’t even 
know about Korean media law. That's why I had to 
study from basic [sic]. So it was not difficult because it 
was about the Philippines. It was difficult because it 
was law.” (D, 30 years old) 

“I guess I was not really good with research. All the 
citing. I was stressed because I was writing papers and 
papers and it was kind of stressful.” (E, 20 years old) 

 
     These students pointed to the difficulty of studying the class on Media 
Law and Ethics for example, which is a subject that they claim was 
difficult because of the numerous details relating to the law. It was a 
struggle for them to remember all the necessary legal provisions and to 
learn how to apply them in the context of Media. However, they observed 
that the same difficulty was experienced by their Filipino classmates, 
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even when it came to laws that were familiar to locals and laws that were 
taught in elementary or secondary education. This led them to the 
conclusion that this task would be difficult regardless of whether they are 
familiar with the local culture or not.  
     Another subject they cited was Communication Research which they 
found quite rigorous as it involved the gathering and evaluation of 
qualitative and quantitative information. However, for the same reason 
that the difficulty had to do more with the subject and not with the stock 
knowledge that students are expected to have, the opinion was that this 
was not an indication of a problem they particularly faced as Korean 
Communication students. 
     Furthermore, Korean students who felt there was no issue with how 
Communications classes were being taught also cited how they found 
teachers who were very much accommodating with their lack of 
familiarity over domestic issues: 
 

“The teacher was very practical in his approach. I 
think if the teachers teach more for practical parts, 
foreigners could take the subjects easier than studying 
only for theories in classroom [sic]. In this regard, 
**** class was very impressive for me” (D, 30 years 
old) 

“I was also able to cope with my difficulties through my 
professors' help because they were willing to answer 
my questions and provide me with good advices 
regarding their subjects or classes [sic].” (H, 21 years 
old) 

     They noted how these teachers would support local examples with 
international ones so that they can understand the lesson. Whenever there 
were no international examples available, they elaborated on the subject 
matter until such time that they are understood by everyone. These 
students claim that they appreciated the efforts of these teachers and that 
it is demonstrative of their familiarity with the globalizing nature of their 
profession.  

Other Influences 
Given the results, the research is able to confirm there are peculiar 
problems encountered in the teaching of Korean Communication students. 
This problem does not manifest in all cases, but is substantial enough and 
takes place often enough that it can be observed from almost all of the 
subjects of this study. However, in the process of analyzing the findings, 
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other factors or behavior have also been observed to influence the 
learning experiences of these students. 
     One such observation is that Korean students, confronted with the 
unfamiliarity over local topics and issues, prefer to turn to their 
classmates more than the teacher for answers:  
 

“I just asked for help to my friends to cope with the 
problem.” (M, 21 years old) 

“I was able to get a lot of help from my friends who 
were skillful with the programs used in our ICT class 
and I was able to enjoy my theater class because I 
asked my friends to help me familiarize myself with the 
Filipino stories in the manner of storytelling.” (H, 21 
years old) 

“I just memorized all of them and I followed other 
member's [sic] opinion.” (S, 21 years old) 

 
     This observation appears to be common to all the participants, the 
reasons for which are quite varied. For some, it is brought about by their 
embarrassment over their lack of knowledge, despite the fact that this is 
perfectly understandable given their foreign background. For others, this 
behavior is preferred simply because it is more convenient to ask a fellow 
student, as opposed to a teacher who might present other challenges in the 
course of the inquiry. Whatever the reason may be, the fact remains that 
this response to the problem is not always a solution since not all of the 
students are willing or able to supply the information that these Korean 
students require. There are even instances when the responses of other 
students have aggravated the problem, as incorrect answers and 
explanations led to even more confusion. 
     In fact, the problem of teachers not taking the initiative to explain the 
local context that underpins class requirements would not be such an 
issue if Korean students are comfortable in asking the teachers questions. 
This would prompt the teacher about the unfamiliar topic and spur them 
towards addressing the problem. However, since Korean students shy 
away from opportunities to raise these concerns with their teachers, the 
problem persists, especially when their fellow students are not able to 
provide the sufficient explanation they require. 
     Another observation worth noting is that this difficulty is one area 
where Korean students are unable to help or seek help from each other:  
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“Not an organization, but a facebook group, we have a 
facebook group for all the Koreans studying here in 
****, but it’s not so helpful because in dealing with 
Media subjects, other Koreans also don’t know what 
the examples mean.” (W, 20 years old) 

“My Korean friends try to help, but it is really my 
Filipino friends that are able to explain things to me.” 
(E, 20 years old) 

     The students that these Koreans turn to are always Filipino students as 
they are the ones expected to have the knowledge necessary to deal with 
the class requirement. Even upperclassmen – fellow Korean students who 
have already taken the said class before - are often unable to recall the 
context by which certain class requirements were given, assuming that the 
same requirements were given when they took the same class. Other 
Korean students can help when it comes to problems such as finding a 
Korean restaurant in Manila or mailing a document back to Seoul, but 
when it comes to understanding Filipino culture, these Korean students 
can only turn to their Filipino friends. Therefore, Korean associations and 
organized groups within the university that are very much helpful with 
most Korean students’ problems are all of a sudden rendered inutile, 
leading Korean students to go out of their usual support system and seek 
out the help of locals. 
      Given their hesitation in approaching a teacher regarding their lack of 
familiarity over a class requirement and confronted with the possibility of 
not being able to receive help from fellow students, the study also 
observed that as a last resort, Korean students often end up researching 
about local issues and events:  
 

“I just research everything. If I do not understand and I 
have no one to ask, I research when I get home.” (W, 
20 years old) 

“There is no choice but to learn on your own. Luckily, 
everything is usually available on the Internet.” (E, 20 
years old) 

     Several respondents noted that when possible, they would rather 
endure their ignorance, such as when local issues are merely discussed in 
class or when the class requirement is accomplished in groups. In such 
instances, these Korean students are able to endure their lack of cultural 
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familiarity either because other people can deal with such matters for 
them or it is of little consequence to their academic life. 
     When this is not possible, such as in the case of an individual class 
requirement, they are then left with no choice but to research and seek out 
the answers on their own. The Internet is the primary source of 
information, but practically every form of media is a potential reference. 
For the greater part, they claim that this is effective in the sense that it 
allowed them to hurdle the requirements being given. However, they 
noted that the information they get out of research rarely takes a foothold 
as they often forget these local issues, names, and events after they have 
fulfilled their tasks. 
 
Impact on Motivation 
Zoltán Dörnyei and Ema Ushioda in their book Teaching and 
Researching Motivation mentions that, “No existing motivation theory to 
date has managed – or even attempted – to offer a comprehensive and 
integrative account of all the main types of possible motives, and it may 
well be the case that devising an integrative ‘super theory’ of motivation 
will always remain an unrealistic desire.” In this regard, the authors 
claimed that the only thing most researchers would agree on is that it by 
definition, motivation “concerns the direction and magnitude of human 
behavior, that is: the choice of a particular action, the persistence with it 
and the effort expended on it. In other words, motivation is responsible 
for why people decide to do something, how long they are willing to 
sustain the activity and how hard they are going to pursue it.” (Dörnyei 
and Ushioda, 2013) 
    This attempt at a definition is affirmed by author J.E. Ormrod in his 
book entitled Educational Psychology Developing Learners. Here, the 
author noted that 
 

“Motivation has several effects on students’ learning and 
behavior. Motivation directs behavior toward goals, leads to 
increased effort and energy, determines whether they pursue a 
task enthusiastically and wholeheartedly or apathetically and 
lackadaisically, and increases initiation of and persistence in 
activities.” (Ormrod, 2008) 

     Applying this definition to the context of our study, motivation can be 
seen along the lines of the interest Korean students have over their study 
of Media and Communications, which in effect translates into the effort 
they devote towards their studies. During the course of the interview, the 
respondents have noted at several instances their reasons for studying 
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Communications and Media in the Philippines. These reasons are varied 
ranging from their fascination with the industry, their desire to work in 
Media, and even their curiosity in learning through the prism of 
Philippine education. These reasons are anchored on their interest over 
learning Communication work which in turn directs the effort they put 
towards their studies. We can deduce that an impact on motivation is an 
impact on their interest and their effort in studying, since it is why they 
are doing what they are doing, reflecting on their ability to sustain this 
activity, along with the extent of their effort at pursuing it. Thus, we can 
define motivation as the interest in a student’s lessons, interest that 
translates into the effort students place in the pursuit of their studies. 

     It is now evident that Korean students studying Communication and 
Media in Manila really do go through unique and interesting experiences. 
While their lack of familiarity over the local culture presents problems 
and challenges, it can be noted that these do not necessarily result in 
simply diminishing students’ motivation to do well in their studies. On 
the contrary, the impact it has on motivation can even be positive at 
certain instances. 
     This research categorized the impact these circumstances and 
challenges have on motivation into two: Negative and Positive. A 
negative impact is characterized as having an effect that causes a decrease 
in student interest and effort in the subject matter. In contrast, a positive 
impact is characterized as having an effect that causes an increase in 
student interest and effort.  
     The first negative impact on motivation is observed when students are 
embarrassed by their lack of familiarity over local culture. Students 
appear to lose interest in their studies on the basis of the fact that they 
have to draw attention to themselves in an effort to understand what they 
do not know. This attitude is supported by their behavior of generally not 
asking the teacher to clarify and discuss local issues and events. Even if 
their ignorance is justified given their foreign background, the fact 
remains that their questions may delay the class discussion or draw 
unwanted attention which they somehow find shameful, causing them to 
simply dismiss whatever questions they have. It also does not help that a 
lot of Korean Communication students are not as fluent in speaking 
English compared to their Filipino counterparts. 
     Similarly, they also feel embarrassed to set up a consultation with their 
teacher. They not only see the effort of doing so as a hassle, they are also 
made to feel that they are asking for something that most people seem to 
not need; a special treatment of sorts. They wish to avoid appearing as if 
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they are being given special treatment due to their foreign background so 
they suffer their ignorance instead. 
     This attitude creates a negative impact on the Korean students’ 
motivation because it impairs their drive to study, having now aspects of 
the lesson that they may not fully understand. They lose out on learning 
interesting facts, alongside opportunities to discover something 
fascinating or something new. 
     The second negative impact on motivation comes in the form of an 
inability to establish the relevance of the pertinent subject towards their 
intended careers. Korean Communication students studying in the 
Philippines intend to work in various industries, as well as different 
countries. Having been taught in a local context, with the use of local 
events and examples, these Korean students face not just a difficulty in 
understanding these presumed knowledge, but also an inability to 
visualize how learning these subjects can help them in their careers 
abroad. They fail to find inspiration in studying beyond what they have 
understood, all because they do not see how this can impact the career 
that they wish to have. 
     Even in cases where the subject matter involves what is regarded as 
best practices within the industry or general concepts applicable in any 
location, it has been noted that there is a great degree of uncertainty that 
accompanies the learning. The Korean Communication students are 
unsure whether what they are learning is local or global or both.  
     This is understandable though, as there is nothing constant in a lecture 
or discussion that will delineate between what is applicable in a certain 
location and what is not; nothing to signal relevance for the Korean 
Communication student. Since these students are having a difficult time 
as it is to study local events and culture, they would simply rather contend 
with the problem at hand and not grapple with questions relating to the 
relevance of the concepts and examples they are learning towards their 
intended careers.  
     This creates a negative impact on motivation because, consistent with 
our working definition and standard for motivation, they damage the 
students’ interest in their Media and Communication courses since they 
are simply made to see them as something they need to contend with to 
get a university diploma and not something that will necessarily prepare 
them for the work they will do once they graduate. It causes them to do 
the bare minimum, which translates towards a diminished effort to learn 
and do well. 
     Ironically, however, it is these same challenges and problems that can 
present opportunities to create positive impact on learning motivation. In 
such cases, what usually happens is that the student is brought into a 
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position where a greater desire for learning is fostered because of what 
they need to do to hurdle these problems. 
     The first positive impact on motivation comes in the form of an 
increased interest because of the initiative that the student takes in doing 
research. The ignorance that Korean students suffer can push them to 
study the course material more diligently than their local counterparts. In 
cases where they end up researching course material on their own, they 
tend to exhibit a greater amount of eagerness to learn either because they 
do not wish to fall behind or because they discover something new and 
interesting out of their own effort.  
     This initiative and drive to learn translates towards various benefits for 
the Korean student. While a Filipino student may simply rely on stock 
knowledge in order to participate in class discussions or deal with course 
requirements, Korean students will often take the more rigorous and 
intricate approach of researching the unfamiliar topic. This translates 
towards an updated and more thorough account of the pertinent event, 
issue, or incident. They remember these examples with clarity, after 
having researched the material on their own. 
     This positive impact on motivation is further enhanced when Korean 
students experience the joy of learning something new. Since they are 
learning these local matters for the first time, they are fascinated by them. 
It leads them towards taking the initiative to further explore related topics, 
something that in turn can lead them to a path for further knowledge. It is 
something a student would not otherwise do had they been familiar with 
the topic from the start. 
     The second positive impact on motivation comes when these subjects 
deal with international issues, particularly those that are tangent to Korea. 
The positive impact on motivation here is not simply born of the 
familiarity Korean Communication students have over certain 
international or Korean topics, but the fact that they are in an environment 
where only they are familiar with these matters. This immediately gives 
these students the mantle of being an expert, as their classmates and 
teachers hang on to their every word. Their responses and opinions are 
given greater credence which in turn helps their confidence and motivates 
them to study more so that they can share more in class. 
     There is no observed dominance of any of these factors in the learning 
experiences of Korean students. It is possible that every Korean student’s 
learning experience is unique, with one factor being dominant for some, 
while being less for others. What this study proposes is that these factors 
have been observed to play a role in the motivation of Korean students. 
The interplay of these forces spells out the interest Korean students have 
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over what they are learning and the effort they place unto doing well in 
their classes. 
  
Variable Impact 
This study also noted other aspects that may affect a Korean 
Communication student’s motivation. However, since these are factors 
that may have either a positive or negative impact on motivation, they 
cannot be classified along with the above-mentioned factors. Instead, 
these circumstances result in what the study refers to as having a variable 
impact on motivation: the tendency to influence motivation positively or 
negatively. These are points that have been observed as common to 
several students’ experiences, and as such have been deemed noteworthy 
despite their lack of a definitive impact on motivation.  
     The first of these concerns the sources of motivation. It has been 
observed during the interviews that Korean students have various sources 
of motivations to do well in these subjects, just like any other student. 
These sources are very much diverse ranging from the pragmatic, such as 
to get high grades, to the ideal, such as a genuine desire to learn. What 
has been noted was that, given the diminished relevance to their future 
careers, these students tend to be more motivated by practical factors. 
Students who wish to obtain high grades on the subject, or those who 
wish to work in the Philippines tend to exhibit more interest and are more 
motivated to do well in the subject. Those students whose primary 
motivation is to learn something that they can genuinely use tend to get 
disillusioned by the subject. Thus, if they are unable to find motivation 
from the more practical reasons to study well for these courses, then they 
do not tend to do well at all. 
     In this regard, this plurality of sources’ effect on motivation can either 
be a positive or negative one. It indicates that motivation for these Korean 
students are just as varied as for others, and that among these motivations, 
they tend to be more driven by practical reasons considering how their 
education typically relates to future careers. 
     Another factor that influences motivation is the teaching methodology. 
Teachers have varying teaching styles and at the collegiate level, this 
translates towards a multitude of grading and learning systems. What has 
been noted was that whenever the class takes on a practical approach 
towards learning – meaning the mode of instruction shifts towards 
projects and activities as opposed to say class discussions - the motivation 
of Korean students appears to increase. 
     Upon reflection, this actually makes sense. The Korean students’ lack 
of familiarity over local culture becomes less of a factor when the 
approach is not too cerebral. Students are not placed on the spotlight, not 
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made to think on the spot. Since students have the time to inquire and 
even infer from their peers, and see in tangible ways the value of what 
they are learning, they become more comfortable and more motivated to 
learn.  
     Needless to say, this therefore becomes a preferred teaching 
methodology for these students. In this regard, practical approaches 
towards learning appear to diminish the disadvantages Korean students 
have for being a foreigner studying in the Philippines. 
 
Points to Consider 
In light of the findings, this study recommends several methods to 
improve the learning experiences of Korean Communication students and 
the effectiveness of Media and Communication teaching methodologies. 
     For the teachers, it has been noted several times that being mindful of 
the foreign students in the class is a big step towards helping these 
students better cope with the challenges of the course and their 
adjustment as students studying in a different country. However, this 
advice is rather vague and must be translated towards actionable and 
immediately implementable recommendations so that teachers and 
schools can concretely address the peculiar needs of Korean 
Communication students studying in the Philippines. 
     The first of these has to do with the use of international examples 
whenever possible: 
 

“I think it’s would be better if these subjects are not 
limited to local topics, but also open for international 
topics. If so, it will help both of Koreans and Filipinos 
to broaden our knowledge on topics related with our 
course.” (M, 21 years old) 

     While the use of local examples can have certain advantages, much of 
the complexity that surrounds the difficulty and challenges of these 
Korean students has to do with their lack of familiarity with local events 
and culture. The use of international examples will not just ensure a fair 
assessment of student performance, but will also allow Korean students to 
see the relevance of what they are learning to issues that might be 
important to them. The use of local examples may perhaps be 
unavoidable at times. However, local and international examples are not 
mutually exclusive, and therefore both examples may be used to 
complement each other. 
     It has also been noted several times that when teachers use 
international examples, Korean Communication students are better able to 
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participate in discussions and better able to perform in class. Their 
motivation is not impaired and perhaps more importantly, they feel a 
genuine desire on the part of their teacher to educate and a genuine 
concern by their teacher for their needs and well-being. 
     Furthermore, teachers are also advised to supplement theoretical 
approaches with practical components:  
 

 “The teacher was very practical in his approach. I 
think if the teachers teach more for practical parts, 
Foreigners could take the subjects easier Than studying 
only for theories in classroom. For that point, **** 
class was so impressive for me.” (D, 30 years old) 

     The benefits of practical activities have already been pointed out: It is 
a way for Korean students to see things from a different perspective. It is 
a platform for them to interact with their peers as a method of 
familiarizing themselves with the local issue at hand and to contextualize 
and understand the lesson, away from the judgmental eyes of the teacher 
and fellow students. It is an alternative way to learning, one that Korean 
students find better suited for the class given their needs.  
     As for the Korean student, being proactive in learning appears to be a 
very important coping mechanism. It was mentioned several times that 
Korean Communication students, embarrassed by their lack of familiarity 
over local issues, tend to keep things unto themselves, dismissing the 
desire to ask questions and approach the teacher for help. This passive 
approach to learning is counterproductive as it not only makes things 
difficult for the student, it also deprives the teacher of the much needed 
prompting so as to be mindful of their students’ needs. Korean 
Communication students must learn to approach the teacher, discreetly if 
necessary, and inquire so as to give the teacher the opportunity to address 
the problem and help clarify issues and explain confusing class lessons. 
     Furthermore, Korean students are advised to immerse themselves with 
the local media as this appears to be an excellent way to acquaint 
themselves with the local culture:  
 

“To try their best to first learn the language then to be 
open-minded in understanding and appreciating the 
cultural differences between Korea and the Philippines.” 
(H, 21 years old) 

“First, I want to advise him or her to watch the 
Philippine TV programs, and listen to the radios, and 
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read some magazines too. If he or she can understand 
Tagalog, it's much better.” (D, 30 years old) 

     Engaging Media is an excellent way to familiarize oneself with a 
society’s way of life. It will allow Korean students to acclimatize 
themselves to Philippine culture without much effort, as media 
consumption can take place seamlessly with one’s leisure time.  
     Consequently, while there is nothing wrong with researching events 
and issues as they are assigned, taking the initiative to learn things via 
media is an even better step towards learning. It would be preempting the 
problem, and would allow them to do well with requirements that do not 
allow for the luxury of time and preparation, such as in a class activity or 
discussion. 
 
Recommendations for Further Study 
In terms further studies, the first recommendation is to probe deeper into 
the insights presented in this paper. Further analysis and research as to 
why and how practical approaches in teaching translate towards a better 
learning experience can be of utmost benefit to the academe. Similarly, 
studies that delve into why Korean Communication students prefer to 
seek help from their fellow students as opposed to the teacher would 
allow for a glimpse of the Korean students’ psyche. Much of the reasons 
presented in this paper regarding insights such as these were sourced from 
the subjects of this paper’s interviews. Further research into each of these 
insights would add another dimension in the effort to understand the 
learning experiences of Korean Communication students. 
     Second, a comparative analysis between the behavior and experiences 
of other foreign students will also enrich the findings of this research. It 
would be interesting to discover and compare the behavior and coping 
mechanisms of students coming from other nationalities with that of the 
Koreans. Are they proactive in asking questions relating to unfamiliar 
topics or do they prefer not to draw any attention to themselves like their 
Korean counterparts? Do they exhibit susceptibility to the same factors in 
terms of their learning motivation or do they have their own unique set of 
influences? The answers to questions such as these will either contradict 
or affirm the Korean Communication students’ experience. In doing so, it 
will not just give emphasis to the challenges faced by all foreign students 
studying Communication and Media in the Philippines, but it will also 
underscore what is truly unique about the Korean Communication 
students’ learning experiences. 
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Conclusion 
In trying to map out the learning experiences of Korean students studying 
Media and Communications in the Manila, this study interviewed several 
students and noted that there are teachers that give little attention to the 
presence of foreign students in their classes. Furthermore, local examples 
are sometimes used to explain Media and Communication lessons, and 
the local language, Filipino, can creep up on class discussions. This 
creates problems for Korean Communication students, students who 
prefer not to draw attention to themselves and seek to remedy the 
problem either by simply asking help from their Filipino classmates or 
doing research on their own. 
     These peculiar experiences has both a positive and negative impact on 
their learning motivation. On one hand, these students contend with 
embarrassment in constantly having to ask and clarify issues that are 
unfamiliar to them. This, combined with the seemingly lack of relevance 
of their lessons to their intended careers in other countries, diminishes 
their motivation to do well in class. In contrast to this, Korean 
Communication students can also be forced to take initiative in their 
studies and this allows them to develop interest in their lessons. They also 
showcase a greater involvement regarding class activities that deal with 
international issues, especially those that are related to Korea. In turn, 
these instances create a positive effect on their motivation to learn. These 
influences vary with each student. They are factors that affect the learning 
motivations of Korean Communication students and some are more 
affected than others. 
     Furthermore, it was also noted that Korean Communication students 
have a variety of learning motivations and that more often than not, they 
are motivated by practical and tangible aspects of their study such as their 
grades or their prospect of working in the Philippine Media industry. 
Korean Communication students also prefer a practical approach towards 
learning as this allows them to circumvent the unfamiliarity they have 
with Philippine culture. This allows them to contextualize the lessons 
they are learning, allowing them to learn at their own pace, without being 
the center of attention of the class.  
     Given these findings, it can be concluded that Korean Communication 
students studying Communications and Media in Manila do undergo a 
unique learning experience. The understanding of these peculiarities 
benefits not just the Korean students who are now made mindful of their 
shared experiences, but also the teachers and institutions that host them, 
having as its goal the learning and well-being of these students first and 
foremost. More importantly, the comprehension of these unique 
experiences is an acknowledgment of a reality that these students face 
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every day, a reality that can be improved with the proper attention, 
consistent with the ideals of learning institutions and modern day 
education.  
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Abstract  

 
Japan, Belgium, and the Czech Republic are the countries typically 
associated with rail-based mass transit systems in Metro Manila. 
Recently, South Korea has joined their ranks. However, at least in 
the Philippines, South Korean involvement in Metro Manila's Light Rail 
Transit (LRT) and Metro Rail Transit (MRT) systems has received bad 
press. Hyundai Adtranz provided the first air-conditioned rolling stock for 
LRT line 1 in 1999; of the twenty-eight cars that were delivered, only 
eight remain in service. Manila-based Busan Universal Rail, Inc., which, 
until recently, held the maintenance contract for the MRT with the Busan 
Transportation Corporation of Korea, was often blamed for the MRT's 
frequent breakdowns of late. South Korea's involvement in the 
rehabilitation of the Philippine National Railways (PNR), particularly the 
Metro Manila South Commuter Line, has seemingly yielded little fruit; 
even after purchasing Korean rolling stock (diesel multiple units) as well 
as granting loans for rehabilitation purposes via the Korean Exim Bank, 
the PNR remains moribund. This paper asks, "Why 
have Korean companies seemingly failed to transfer their knowledge or 
experience of providing for or operating and maintaining some of the 
world's best urban rail-based mass transit systems to Manila?" An answer 
thereto is attempted via constructing a historical narrative based on 
primary sources (e.g., published first-hand accounts, data from the Light 
Rail Transit Authority and PNR) and secondary sources (e.g., opinion 
pieces in newspapers). National leadership transitions and geopolitical 
dynamics---as well as the activities of certain "dealmakers" within 
the Philippines---emerge as some of the explanations for Korea's 
"failed" Manila mass transit ventures.     
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Introduction 
 
On 6 November 2017, the Metro Rail Transit Line 3 (MRT3) 
maintenance contract between Busan Universal Railways, Inc. (BURI) 
and the Department of Transportation (DOTr)ii was terminated, less than 
two years after the latter contracted the services of the former 
(specifically, on 7 January 2016) (Cabuenas, 2016, 2017). Reports stated 
that these were the reasons for terminating the contract:  
 

• “Poor performance” (“that constitutes derailments, passenger 
unloading, stoppages”); 

• “Failure to put in service and subsequently ensure the 
availability of the contractually obligated number of trains, and 
failure to put in operation reliable and efficient trains”; 

• “Failure to implement a feasible procurement plan for spare 
parts”; and  

• “Failure to comply with the contractual requirements of a 
complete and up-to-date Computerized Maintenance 
Management System” (Cabuenas, 2017; Ramirez, 2017) 

 
     Exactly the same reasons were given by DOTr when it gave the notice 
of termination of contract to BURI on 20 October 2017 (Bacungan, 2017). 
It was an inauspicious conclusion to a relationship that started with 
promise—new coaches from China, manufactured by Dalian Locomotive, 
were set to arrive, and the Korean participant within BURI—the Busan 
Transportation Corporation (Busan)—had years of experience in 
managing a multi-line mass transit system (Cabuenas, 2016). But the 
MRT3 continued to decline in terms of quality of service—it is widely 
considered to be the least reliable among Manila’s three segregated mass 
transit railway lines, given how frequently it breaks down—well into the 
first months of the Rodrigo Duterte administration.   
     This paper deals with such Filipino-Korean collaboration in Metro 
Manila’s four mass transit railway lines—the MRT3, the Light Rail 
Transit (LRT) Line 1, LRT 2, and the Metro Manila (South) Commuter 
Service of the Philippine National Railways (PNR). As will be detailed 
here, like the BURI-DOTr deal, many of the major involvements of 
Koreans in Manila’s railways can be considered failures, the common 
reasons for which are the failure of Korean companies to secure contracts, 
especially when they are in competition with the Japanese government-
business complex—also called “Japan, Inc.” (Lee & Yoo, 1987: 73)—
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which is financed through the Overseas Economic Cooperation 
Fund/Japan Bank for International Cooperation,iii and, when they do win 
contracts, are met with mainly governance-related roadblocks/bottlenecks 
to fulfilling their obligations.  
     The approach of this paper is primarily historical, focusing on the 
factual narratives—here, what can also be construed as five case 
studies—that can be drawn from various primary and secondary sources. 
Among these are materials gathered from PNR, such as financial 
statements, briefers/chronologies, loan summaries, and a document giving 
lengthy technical specifications of the Korean diesel multiple units 
(DMUs) currently in PNR’s fleet; documents detailing assets of the Light 
Rail Transit Authority (LRTA) from the Commission on Audit (COA); 
studies/documents housed at the library of the University of the 
Philippines National Center for Transportation Studies; studies and 
evaluations made by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
in cooperation with private Japanese firms; various documents—
including contracts—from DOTr; and documents from the LRTA. These 
are all supplemented by interviews, mainly with people (formerly) 
employed by or affiliated with PNRiv and a BURI executive. Dozens of 
news articles (from over 4,000 gathered) were also deemed relevant for 
this study. Lastly, a number of existing studies on or related to the history 
of rail-based mass transit in Manila were consulted. All of these sources 
were gathered through a research program headed by Ricardo T. Jose 
entitled “The Mass Transit System in Metro Manila: From Tranvia to 
MRT, 1979-2014,” funded by an Emerging Interdisciplinary Research 
(EIDR) Grant from the UP Office of the Vice President for Academic 
Affairs.       
     The discussion here will largely progress chronologically, focusing on 
developments from the latter years of the Marcos regime to BURI’s 
involvement in the MRT3, spanning over three decades. Patterns of 
involvement emerge in the proceeding discussion: we shall examine cases 
of unsolicited proposals, private consortium participation, and public-
private consortium participation. The type of involvement is tied to the 
type of bidding and financing for a project, i.e., unsolicited proposals 
using (proposed) foreign/aid-agency financing, public bidding using 
foreign/aid-agency financing, public bidding using state funds, negotiated 
procurement after failed bidding using state funds. Korean involvement 
was found to be most successful, in terms of consistency of quality of 
contribution and generation of controversy, in a private consortium 
participation-public bidding using foreign/aid-agency financing model, 
wherein the private consortium is stable (i.e., Hyundai Rotem and LRT 2); 
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if the consortium is unstable (e.g., vulnerable to shocks, has 
undercapitalized constituents), there is a fair chance that the venture will 
fail (e.g., Hyundai Adtranz and LRT 1 [private consortium with public 
bidding using foreign/aid-agency financing] and Korail and LRT 1 
[private consortium with public bidding using state funds]). Moreover, 
that model involves relatively minor participation (limited, say, to the 
provision of rolling stock) in comparison to others. The other models 
shown here are unsolicited proposals by private consortia with proposed 
foreign/aid-agency financing (Yook Sung Mool San Co. the Hanbo 
Corporation, and PNR [proposal only]) and public-private consortium 
with public bidding using foreign/aid-agency financing (Rotem and PNR).      
 
 
Background: Mass Transit Railways in South Korea and the 
Philippines 
Both Seoul and Manila have “firsts” in terms of rail-based mass transit: 
Seoul was the first in non-communist Asiav after Japan to have a postwar 
urban mass transit railway system—the Seoul subway line 1, which 
started construction in 1971 and was inaugurated in August 1974—while 
Manila was the first in Southeast Asia to have a postwar light rail transit 
system—LRT 1—which started to rise in 1981 and was carrying paying 
passengers by December 1984. The PNR intra-Manila commuter service 
did start in 1972, but it utilized the same track as the province-bound 
PNR trains and had only a small ridership share.  The possibility of 
constructing a subway for Seoul was raised as early as 1953 (Deswysen, 
1953); in 1961, we first encounter plans to construct a rail-based mass 
transit system, in the form of an unrealized proposal to build a monorail 
system, for the City of Manila (Manila Times, 1961). Korea was, in other 
words, always ahead by about a decade in terms of both planning and 
construction.  
     The Korean system was also more “forward-thinking” in terms of 
connectivity. Seoul’s subway was designed to “connect the Seoul Central 
Railroad Station with the city’s eastern outskirts” (AP, 1974), while the 
World Bank-funded transportation plan that pushed for the construction 
of a (street-level) LRT in Manila, the Metro Manila Transport, Land Use 
and Development Planning Project, or MMETROPLAN, did not 
highlight the necessity of linking an intra-urban light rail system with the 
PNR (there is still no LRT-PNR interchange to this day). Seoul was also 
able to construct additional subway lines faster than Manila; by 1985, the 
year that all of LRT 1’s stations became operational, Seoul subway lines 
3 and 4 were completed (Pacific Starts and Stripes, 1985). 1985 was also 
the year that a subway line started to run in Busan, after beginning 
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construction in 1981 (AP, 1985). Today, Manila has a four-line urban 
mass transit railway “system”—I enclose the word in quotation marks 
because of the lack of passenger-friendly interconnection among the three 
segregated lines and the total lack of interconnection with the PNR Metro 
Manila South Commuter Service—while Seoul’s subway system has a 
total of nine interconnected lines (Lankov, 2011).    
     Moreover, Koreans started manufacturing their own rolling stock only 
a few years after their first subway was built (Guillen, 2001: 106). The 
Philippines has never been able to domestically manufacture rolling stock, 
save for recently built prototypes for the PNR and the automatic 
guideway train test tracks. 
     Seoul’s significantly faster progress with mass transit railway 
construction can be attributed to various factors. For one, Seoul still 
floods. Another factor may be the type of technical assistance and 
financing involved. Seoul was able to build a subway system through 
Japanese assistance and financing—a plan was drawn up by the 
Japanese—presumably through the Overseas Technical Cooperation 
Agency, the predecessor of JICA—who also partly financed the project 
and connected Seoul to Japanese companies (Lankov, 2011). As 
previously mentioned, MMETROPLAN was financed by the World Bank; 
it involved the British consulting firm Freeman Fox and Associates. The 
recommendation to build an LRT was picked up by various parties, with 
the Belgians eventually winning favor (Santiago, 1988: 36). Plans had to 
be continuously modified—significantly, MMETROPLAN’s 
recommended street-level system was declined in favor of an elevated 
system (Santiago, 1988: 36-37)—partly, it seems, because they were not 
made by a JICA-like state agency with national business interests in mind 
in coordination with domestic businesses.  
     A third factor may be tied to governance. There was a Seoul 
Metropolitan Government as early as 1949. It was only in 1975 when 
what was called the Greater Manila Area became Metropolitan Manila, 
and became administered by a governor. Only one person became 
governor of Metropolitan Manila throughout the Marcos administration—
Imelda Marcos, who later concurrently became Minister of Human 
Settlements. The mayor of Seoul when the subway project started in 
earnest, Kim Hyon-ok, had no other distractions. Moreover, Seoul never 
had to reckon with jeepneys, Manila’s still-popular paratransit vehicles, 
the groups operating which were, both when the construction of a 
monorail was proposed in the 1960s and when LRT 1 was under 
construction in the 1980s, understandably averse to new transportation 
modes that may drive them to obsolescence (Manila Times,1969; VP, 
1982). Prior to the construction of the subway, Seoul still had a functional 
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(though aging) streetcar system, which was dismantled a few years before 
first subway line was constructed (Lankov, 2011). Thus, a fourth and fifth 
factor for the relative rapidity of subway adoption in Korea was necessity 
(there had to be a replacement for the streetcar system) and the memory 
of rail-based mass transit (Manila’s once sprawling streetcar system, 
already in decline by the 1930s, was destroyed beyond repair at the close 
of the Second World War).  
     Perhaps the sixth reason is the difference in national economic policy 
of Korea and the Philippines. Whereas, under President Park Chung Hee, 
Korea hewed close to the Japanese model of state-supported heavy 
industrialization (see Lee & Yoo, 1987: 73-74; Kim, 1991), the 
Philippines, especially under President Ferdinand Marcos, opted for a 
murky “balanced agro-industrial economy” thrust (see Reyes and Jose, 
2012-2013: 12-13). Whatever the main reason that Korea overtook the 
Philippines, by early 1988, two Korean companies were already included 
in a list—dominated by Western firms—titled “Who’s who in light rail 
transit,” published in the magazine Railway Age: Daewoo Heavy 
Industries and Hyundai Precision.     
 
      
Meetings Leading to Nothing: Yook Sung Mool San Co. the Hanbo 
Corporation, and PNR 
Neither of these companies were involved in a PNR-related proposal in 
the 1980s. Exploratory meetings were held among representatives of 
Korean investors, Celedonio M. Javier of CM Javier Enterprises, Inc. and 
the CMJ Development Corporation, and Ferdinand Marcos in the early 
1980s with the objective of rehabilitating the entire PNR system (Javier, 
2011: 274). Javier claimed that he and his Korean collaborator, Wel Nam 
Choi, represented the Hanbo Group, though the primary documents he 
included in his memoir only mention Wel Nam Choi as being president of 
Yook Sung Mool San Co. (Javier, 2011: 282-284). At best, Hanbo might 
be one of the “A-1 Contractors” that will rehabilitate the northbound and 
southbound PNR lines to the provinces beyond Manila and “supply…new 
passenger and cargo coaches,” which Choi mentions in a letter to Javier 
dated 9 August 1985 (Javier, 2011: 282). Further meetings were held with 
the Ministry of Transportation and Communications and PNR (Javier, 
2011: 275). The proponents only came as far as securing commitments 
from other foreign organizations and banks to finance the project (Javier, 
2011: 276-278), and to receive a communication from then minister of 
transportation and communications Jose P. Dans reiterating what railway 
projects Choi and Javier can engage in (2011: 284).  
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     Javier, based on communications in files on digitized microfilm from 
the Presidential Commission on Good Government, indeed served mainly 
as an intermediary of foreign companies during the latter half of the 
Marcos regime. One of the files is a letter, dated 3 January 1979, from 
Javier to the Minister of Foreign Affairs (then Carlos P. Romulo) 
regarding the offer of Sanwa Construction Co., Ltd. to buy the former 
Philippine Embassy site in Tokyo. Another letter, dated 5 August 1985, 
from Roberto Gianzon, president of CM Javier Enterprises, Inc. to 
Marcos, concerns the offer to buy foreclosed vessels of the National 
Investment and Development Corporation by a company based in Seoul. 
Clearly, Javier had some clout, or at least access to Marcos. However, he 
was not considered among the “major” Marcos cronies such as Rodolfo 
Cuenca, Dante Silverio, and Herminio Disini; neither he nor any of his 
companies are mentioned in Ricardo Manapat Jr.’s Some are Smarter 
than Others, a near-exhaustive book on Marcos’s cronies and their 
dealings.  
     Ultimately, at least by Javier’s account, the reason why the Choi-
Javier proposal never became more than a proposal was the People Power 
Revolution, which resulted in the ouster of Ferdinand Marcos (Javier, 
2011: 285).  If it was indeed Hanbo that Choi and Javier represented, 
involvement in the PNR in the 1980s may have changed their fate in the 
1990s; in 1997, Hanbo Steel, a major subsidiary of the Hanbo Group, 
filed for bankruptcy after defaulting in payments of loans contracted 
ostensibly for industrial purposes but actually given to government 
officials (Lev, 1997, Reuters, 1997).   
 
 
Delivered but “Abandoned”: Hyundai Adtranz and LRT 1 
Neither Hanbo nor Javier ever became involved in LRT 1. After the 
People Power Revolution, Corazon Aquino became president. A 
carryover capacity expansion (CAPEX) project for the LRT 1—among 
other projects—progressed throughout her term until the term of her 
successor, Fidel Ramos. It was under Ramos when financing for this 
project was obtained, specifically in 1994 through a JICA official 
development assistance loan (JICA, 2005: 2, 11). Bidding was held to 
procure new rolling stock that was compatible with the LRT 1 track. 
Hyundai Precision, in a joint venture with Swedish firm Adtranz, won the 
USD 50 million contract in 1996 (Hankyung.com, 1998, Hyundai Rotem, 
n.d.[a]). Adtranz “was in charge of electrical and other sub systems” 
while Hyundai “was in charge of the car body” (JICA, et al., 2013: A-24). 
The cars that were delivered in late 1999—twenty-eight in total, arranged 
in four-car configuration—were actually “95mm bigger than [the] first 
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generation train [built by Belgian companies] and [the] distance between 
[the bogies] is 2.5m longer than the first generation train,” thus “some 
stations had to be grinded” (JICA, et al., 2013: A-24). The stainless steel 
cars superficially resembled the first-generation trains, but had at least 
one significant advantage—they came with air-conditioning. The first-
generation trains were eventually also fitted with air-conditioning units 
(replacing their forced ventilation units) through CAPEX Phase II, which 
was funded by JICA. 
     Both refurbished first-generation cars and second-generation cars run 
over the LRT 1’s tracks as of this writing. However, presently, the 
Hyundai-Adtranz trains are less visible throughout a typical operating day. 
The official reason, as per documents from JICA and the LRTA, is lack 
of spare parts for these vehicles (LRTA, 2017). As of this writing, only 
two second-generation train sets are operational: the 1109-1106-1103-
1101, and the 1113-1114-1115-1112 (LRTA, 2017). Two cars—the 1107 
and 1127—were involved in a collision, while the other eighteen cars are 
parked at the LRT 1 depot (LRTA, 2017). Public bidding for spare parts 
has been attempted (see DOTC, 2012), but has apparently been 
unsuccessful, making it seem as if the Hyundai-Adtranz trains will be 
retired completely even sooner than the far older Belgian ones.  
     What accounts for this seeming “abandonment”? The inability to 
procure spare parts has been connected to the acquisition of Adtranz by 
Canadian company Bombardier, Inc. in 2001 though precisely how this 
merger affected spare parts manufacturing is unclear (JICA, 2010: 11). 
Presumably, Bombardier shut down the manufacture of legacy Adtranz 
products in favor of manufacturing products of their own design. If so, 
then studies have to be made to find alternatives—at least based on one 
document from LRTA, many of the second-generation trains have parts 
that were only procurable from Adtranz, including crucial brake-related 
parts (LRTA, 2006). JICA also noted that “suppliers hedge the 
investment risks [without] considering the financial situation of LRTA” 
and “suppliers bid [an] unexpectedly high unit price, which causes failure 
in price negotiation” (JICA, 2010: 11). Another reason may be the fact 
that the third generation trains—manufactured by Japanese firm Kinki 
Sharyo and purchased through CAPEX Phase II—are only 20 percent 
compatible with the second-generation trains in terms of parts (JICA, 
2010: 11).       
      Thus, despite cutting a rather handsome stainless-steel profile (when 
not wrapped in advertisements) and, more importantly, having a higher 
passenger seating capacity than the third generation trains (JICA, et al., 
2013: A-26), one is much more likely to ride refurbished first-generation 
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or third-generation rolling stock than the second-generation Hyundai-
Adtranz trains when taking the LRT 1.     
 
 
 
A “Success Story” through the Japanese: Hyundai Rotem and LRT 2  
LRT 2 became operational in April 2003. But the planning for LRT 2—
specifically as a radial line as opposed to a circumferential one—started 
as early as the late 1980s. Originally, LRT 2 was to be bid out as a Build-
Operate-Transfer (BOT) project together with the LRT 1 CAPEX project 
in 1989 (Halcrow Group Limited, 2004: B15). Sixteen firms were 
reported to have submitted bids for the construction of LRT 2 in 1990, 
including Hyundai (Cuneta, 1990). The bidding failed (Halcrow Group 
Limited, 2004: B15). Only one consortium, made up of Japanese-
European firms (Marubeni, Leighton, and Tractabel) and another 
Japanese firm, RRA International, attended the actual bidding (Aglay, 
1990). One news item quoted then Department of Transportation and 
Communications (DOTC) undersecretary Herminio Coloma as saying 
that then DOTC secretary Oscar Orbos “wants a faster and cheaper 
solution to the transportation problem in the country” (Lozada, 1990). If 
true, this means that the bidding for LRT 2 as a BOT project was 
unilaterally cancelled by Orbos—apparently in favor of a “ground-level” 
transit system (Aglay, 1990). By 1992, the MRT3 had “overtaken” LRT 2 
in terms of progress (Ongpin, 1992). However, in that same year, with 
Fidel Ramos as the newly elected president, LRT 2 was “revived” (Cruz, 
1992).  
     Eventually, in 1996, Japanese Official Development Assistance loans 
through the Japan Bank for International Cooperation were obtained for 
the “Metro Manila Strategic Mass Rail Transit Development (Line II) 
Project,” which was de-bundled from the LRT 1 CAPEX project detailed 
in the previous section (Halcrow Group Limited, 2004: B15; Manila 
Standard, 1996). Bidding for this project was divided into four packages:  
 

• Package 1: Depot  
• Package 2: Substructure 
• Package 3: Superstructure and stations  
• Package 4: Systems, vehicles, and trackwork (COA, 1998) 

 
     In 1997, the contracts for the construction of the first three packages 
were awarded to three Japanese firms—Sumitomo for package 1 and the 
Itochu-Hanjin joint venture for packages 2 and 3 (Suarez, 1997). The 
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project was significantly delayed when bidding anomalies for package 4, 
supposedly to favor Japanese firms, were alleged in 1998 (Today, 1998; 
Danao, 2000). That year, bidding was suspended pending investigation of 
these anomalies (COA, 1998; Abadilla, 2000). This was despite the JBIC 
loan being “untied,” or “without conditionalities (e.g., the firms must 
have Japanese participation)” (Danao, 2000). The project was then 
“caught in the transition between the Ramos and Estrada administrations” 
(Abadilla, 2000). When bidding finally pushed through in 2000, the Asia-
Europe MRT Consortium won. This group had Korean participation, 
specifically Daewoo Heavy Industries (Abadilla, 2000). JBIC gave 
concurrence to the Asia-Europe MRT Consortium’s winning bid 
(Baetiong, 2000). The consortium won over five other bidders, one of 
which, the MMH Consortium, also had Korean participation—MMH 
stood for Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Mitsubishi Corp., and Hyundai 
Precision (Baetiong, 2000). 
     The strategy of Korean firms to form joint ventures with Japanese 
firms resulted in LRT 2’s rolling stock being of Korean-Japanese 
manufacture. Due to the aforementioned delays, by the time the LRT 2’s 
rolling stock was delivered, the two rivals, Daewoo and Hyundai, had 
already consolidated their rolling stock units, along with that of Hanjin 
Heavy Industries, to form Hyundai’s current rolling stock division, Rotem, 
the name under which we associate LRT 2’s rolling stock (Railway 
Gazette, 2008; Hyundai Rotem n.d.[b]). That merger was planned in the 
wake of the 1997-1998 Asian Financial Crisis (Guillen, 2001: 107); it 
initially resulted in the formation of the Korean Rolling Stock 
Corporation or Koros (Kirk, 2001; Railway Gazette, 2008). Hyundai had 
wanted to acquire a controlling stake in the company early on (Guillen, 
2001: 107); that ambition was fulfilled in 2001, when it purchased 
Daewoo’s stake in Koros (Kirk, 2001; Hyundai Rotem n.d.[b]).    
     The first batch “ultra-modern” cars (Philippine Star, 2002), formally 
labeled Rotem/Toshiba Megatren Model 2003 (LRTA, 2017), arrived in 
November 2002. As per the LRTA (2017), ten out of eighteen train sets 
are currently fully operational. Having a large capacity (they are, properly 
speaking, not “light rail” vehicles at all), they still seem adequate for the 
route they play. Indeed, there are fewer reported operational issues in 
LRT 2 than in any other line.      
 
 
Flogging a Dead Horse? The Korean Government, Hyundai Rotem, 
and PNR 
Hyundai Rotem also became involved in the PNR. Initially, in 2002, PNR 
and Daewoo International Corporation entered into a Memorandum of 
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Understanding “to prepare a Feasibility Study on the South Manila 
Commuter Rail Project” (PNR, 2002). The completed study—a copy of 
which I have unfortunately not been able to secure as of this writing—
was presented and approved by the PNR Board in July 2002 (PNR, 2002). 
The National Economic Development Board approved the project in 
February 2003 (PNR, 2002).  
     Funding for the project was obtained in 2004 through the Korean 
Export-Import Bank (KEXIM) and the Korean Economic Development 
Cooperation Fund (EDCF) (PNR, c2013). The EDCF “soft” loan was 
highly favorable to the Philippines—2.5 percent interest per annum with a 
ten-year grace period, repayable over thirty years (PNR, c2013). The 
smaller KEXIM loan was more commercial in terms (PNR, c2013). The 
project’s aim was the linkage of the PNR Northrail and Southrail (PNR, 
c2013). Though the loans were secured in 2004, the contract with the 
Korean consortium that undertook the project—made up of Daewoo, 
Rotem, and Hanjin Engineering and Construction Co., Inc.—was 
formalized only in 2007 (Olchondra, 2007). This was because of two 
prior failed biddings because of lack of offers (Olchondra, 2007). PNR 
was authorized to enter into a negotiated contract after two successive 
failed public biddings, in keeping with Republic Act 9184, or the 
Government Procurement Reform Act. PNR made an advance payment 
of USD 14.7 million to the consortium in June 2007 (Estavillo, 2007). 
Included in the contract was the purchase of eighteen DMUs or six three-
car configuration train sets (Estavillo, 2007). These were delivered in 
2009 (PNR, c2015a).  
     Prior to delivery, there was a “kick-off” meeting held by Rotem at the 
PNR Office in August 2007, apparently to orient PNR with the technical 
specifications of the trains to be purchased (Rotem, 2007). Rotem 
officials were also shown the PNR depot (Rotem, 2007). Data from the 
PNR Corporate Planning Division states that the number of commuters in 
2007-2008 dropped significantly, becoming less than 1 million for the 
first time since 1989 (PNR, c2015b). However, in 2010, the year after the 
delivery of the Rotem DMUs, the number of commuters jumped to over 
9,000,000 (PNR, c2015b). By 2011, it was consistently at the eight-digit 
level, partly because of the donation of second-hand DMUs and Electrical 
Multiple Units (EMUs) by the East Japan Railway Company through the 
PNR Union (PNR, c2015a, c2015b).  
     However, the PNR remains in a sorry state. It is operating at a loss, 
and there are insufficient spare parts for all trains, leading to heavy 
cannibalization (Jose, 2016; Torres, 2016). At times, coaches are hooked 
up to “ancient” locomotives simply to ensure that there are trains running 
(Castro, 2016; Regulto, 2016). What happened? Again, a number of 
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factors can be cited. As always, there is the difficulty in obtaining spare 
parts through the public bidding system. Also, in terms of manpower, 
PNR was heavily affected by rationalization in 2009. From 1,083 
permanent, nine temporary, and 428 casual/“job order” employees in 
2008, ,in accordance with Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s rationalization 
order (Executive Order 366, s. 2004), PNR’s complement became 191 
permanent and 592 casual/job order employees come 2009 (PNR, c2013). 
Numbers returned to pre-rationalization levels in 2011, under Benigno 
“Noynoy” Aquino, but only because of an increase in casual/job order 
employees (PNR, c2013). Few of these employees are engineers or at 
least know how to repair and maintain PNR’s trains (Jose, 2016; Tuazon, 
2016). Lastly, as can be plainly seen, any relocation of those living by the 
railroad—a prerequisite for rehabilitating the PNR’s rails—has not been 
successful, despite KEXIM initially finding relocation efforts in 2006 to 
be “impressive” (Balana, 2006). Thus, we can say that Korean 
government-industry cooperation for saving the moribund PNR—the 
closest approximation of how JICA and Japanese companies work—was 
unsuccessful partly because of seemingly insurmountable problems that 
PNR has been facing for decades; the Korean loans were but the fifteenth 
out of sixteen contracted between 1975 and 2007, all for improving the 
PNR (PNR, c2013).        
 
 
Irregular, Anomalous, Superseded: Korail and LRT 1 
The PNR project, despite how it concluded, may have at least shown that 
Korean firms can win major railway-related contracts in the Philippines 
besides those for the provision of rolling stock. Indeed, within the 
administration of Macapagal-Arroyo’s successor, many Korean firms 
won LRT/MRT3 contracts, including two massive contracts won by the 
Korea Railroad Corporation (Korail)—which runs Korea’s national 
railroad system—as a member of a joint venture with the Oriental and 
Motolite Marketing Corporation (OMMC), Erin-Marty Fabricators, Co., 
Inc., and Jorgman Construction and Development Corporation. Through 
public bidding, OMMC-Korail-Erin-Marty-Jorgman won a PHP 
269,050,987.00 contract for what DOTC referred to as LRTA Project No. 
1 (Rail Replacement at LRT 1 Revenue Line) on 17 October 2012; earlier, 
on 10 September 2012, the joint venture won a PHP 104,762,325.00 
contract for what DOTC labeled LRTA Project No. 2 (Systematic 
Replacement of Gantry Anchor Bolts at LRT 1 Revenue Line and 
Connecting Line). The Notice of Award for both contracts can be 
downloaded from the DOTr website. One can also find amended 
contracts for both projects (both dated 20 December 2013). The contracts 
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explain what happened in between late 2012 and December 2013—
modifications to the original contract had to be made because of “some 
issues [that] cropped up”—i.e., by the Commission on Audit (COA)—
which “resulted to complications in contract documentation and 
implementation.”  
     News articles also detail that within the abovementioned 2012-2013 
timeframe, DOTC had actually threatened to have OMMC-Korail-Erin-
Marty-Jorgman blacklisted because it had failed to follow the schedule to 
implement Project No. 1—track replacement was supposed to start in 
May 2013, but by August 2013, the project was still stalled (Agcaoili, 
2013). OMMC-Korail-Erin-Marty-Jorgman stated that the delay was due 
to difficulties it was experiencing in “obtaining financing from financial 
institutions” (Agcaoili, 2013). By 10 February 2014, Notices to Proceed 
for both projects were released (again, these are downloadable from the 
DOTr website). But by July 2015, the projects still had no progress, 
though the notices for Project No. 1 and Project No. 2do state that 
“delivery of the items” should be made within twenty months and thirty-
six months, respectively, after receiving the notice,   
     Why did that happen? As previously mentioned, COA had noted a 
number of irregularities in the bidding documents of OMMC-Korail-Erin-
Marty-Jorgman. Some of the anomalies pertain specifically to Korail, e.g., 
“bidding was conducted for one of the projects on Feb. 16, 2012 yet the 
Tax Clearance Certificate submitted by Korea Railroad Corp. (KORAIL) 
was valid only until Dec. 15, 2011” and “the names of the board of 
directors of KORAIL even differed from the names in the company 
profile and in the minutes of the firm’s 102nd board meeting” 
(Punongbayan, 2015). However, it appears that what primarily led to the 
failure of the projects were two interrelated developments 1) the 
declaration by the Supreme Court that the Noynoy Aquino 
administration’s “savings generation”/fund reallocation scheme, the 
Disbursement Acceleration Program (DAP) was unconstitutionalvi (both 
projects were DAP-funded), which led to revisions in LRTA’s priority 
projects; and 2) the decision of DOTC to enter into a “Concession 
Agreement on the Maintenance and Operations of Line 1 under the Public 
Private Partnership scheme” (currently held by the Light Rail Manila 
Corporation) which effectively led to the cancellation of the projects 
(apparently, LRT received the bulk of disbursed DAP funds because it 
did not have a concessionaire) (Manila Times, 2015; Punongbayan, 2015).  
     It should be noted that in all of the abovementioned documents from 
DOTr, the joint venture’s representative is one Jorge B. Aquino, who 
appears to be primarily affiliated with Jorgman. Thus, at the very least, 
we can say that the joint venture was not primarily led by the Korean 
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participant. Based on the irregularities noted by COA, it is also 
conceivable that Aquino/Jorgman had documents from Korail for public 
bidding, but these documents were not updated, perhaps because the 
(minority) Korean participant had already been assured of the sufficiency 
of these papers.     
 
 
Challenge Accepted, Contract Rescinded: Busan Transportation 
Corporation and MRT3 
We now return to BURI and MRT3. I was able to briefly interview and 
listen to a brief address by Eugune Rapanut, managing director of BURI, 
on 25 July 2017 at the Second UP Korean Research Center Workshop 
and Roundtable. In our brief conversation, he revealed that he was 
involved in Systra, the consultancy firm that served as an inter-agency 
liaison for the consortium that built MRT3 while the line was under 
construction. He also mentioned that he was once president of the now 
defunct Metro Manila Transit Corporation. He admitted that he 
approached the Busan Transportation Corporation to participate in the 
bidding for the maintenance contract for MRT3, confirming a 
longstanding rumor (Bondoc, 2016b). Lastly, he confirmed that many of 
the employees of BURI, especially those with technical knowledge, were 
involved in the country’s light rail systems since the 1980s, or were 
otherwise legacy employees of the previous maintenance contract holders. 
A particular highlight was project manager Roseller Mendoza, who was 
once Assistant General Manager of METRO, the Operations and 
Maintenance (O&M) provider for LRT 1. I was also briefly able to 
exchange pleasantries with the representatives of Busan. Unfortunately, 
due to recent developments, I have been unable to do a more in-depth 
interview with Rapanut or anyone else from BURI.    
     Rapanut and BURI faced a system in decline. MRT3 is different from 
the LRT lines and the PNR in that it is not directly administered by a 
Philippine government authority. MRT3 was built via a Build-Lease-
Transfer agreement with the Metro Rail Transit Consortium (MRTC), 
which meant that “MRTC finances, constructs and maintains the project 
for 25 years and implements commercial developments for 50 years, in 
return for which it receives a fixed revenue stream and annual rental 
payments (for property)” (Halcrow Group Limited, 2004: 12).vii Despite 
the government currently owning “about 77 percent of MRTC’s 
economic rights,” which it obtained through bondholders, majority of the 
voting rights remain under the control of local private shareholders—
none of which are Korean, most of which are into property 
development—headed by Robert John Sobrepeña (Camus, 2017; 
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Marasigan, 2016). This division of control has been criticized as grossly 
disadvantageous to the government, as it entails guaranteeing profit for 
MRTC even if the line is operating at a loss—a 15 percent return-on-
investment (Salamat, 2014).  
     As was mentioned earlier, MRT3 has a reputation for frequent 
breakdowns and generally poor service. An MRT3 train even overshot the 
tracks at the Taft terminal in 2014. This was partly tied to alleged 
maintenance “schemes” by unscrupulous individuals who only wanted to 
secure lucrative contracts despite not having any capability to maintain 
MRT3 (e.g., Bondoc, 2014). It has been alleged that BURI is still linked 
to those unscrupulous individuals (e.g., Bondoc 2016a, 2016b). Such 
allegations, however, as mentioned in this paper’s introduction, has not 
been the reason for BURI’s recent termination.  
     Time will tell if, despite the apparent technical advantages BURI had 
coming in, if BURI was treated unfairly. For now, aside from looking at 
the various claims about BURI in the news, it is worth closely examining 
BURI’s contract with DOTC-MRT3. About half of the seven-page 
contract contains prefatory “whereas” clauses, all explaining how BURI 
obtained the maintenance contract. The narrative starts an invitation to 
bid for a three-year maintenance contract, advertised on 30 August 2014. 
Supposedly, between 28 October 2014 and 20 January 2015, the bidding 
failed twice. Again, in accordance with Republic Act 9184, DOTC-
MRT3 was authorized to enter into a negotiated contract. It took up to 
August 2015 for DOTC-MRT3 to have full authorization (i.e., from the 
Government Procurement Policy Board) to enter into “Negotiated 
Procurement under Emergency Cases.”  
     Of particular interest is the list of prospective offerors/service 
providers that DOTC-MRT3 invited to participate in negotiations for the 
MRT3 maintenance contract: Busan Transportation Corporation, SMRT 
PTE Ltd. (which runs Singapore’s mass transit system), Korail, and the 
German firm Hamburg-Consult GmbH. Korail had actually already won 
an MRT3-related contract: as a stop-gap measure, between the awarding 
of the long-term contract and the expiry of the contract of the previous 
maintenance provider, DOTC entered into numerous maintenance 
contracts, including one with a Jorgman-Korail-Erin-Marty joint venture 
for “general maintenance of the rails” (Rappler, 2015). German-
Philippine joint venture Schunk Bahn-Und Industrietechnik and Comm 
Builders & Technology (SBI-CB&T)—the previous maintenance 
provider—Manila Electric Company subsidiary Miescor, and Mosa-
Inekon were also allowed to participate. The Inekon group of the Czech 
Republic is the manufacturer of the current MRT3 cars.  
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     The contract then states that, after pre-negotiation conferences, only 
the following submitted proposals: Busan, accompanied by the other 
firms that make up BURI, namely Edison Development and Construction, 
Tramat Mercantile, Inc., TMICorp Inc., and Castan Corporation; D.M. 
Consunji, Inc., Beta Electric Corporation, Baudis Bergmann Rosch 
Automation GmBH, and Hamburg-Consult GmbH; and SBI-CB&T. 
Supposedly, “after compliance with eligibility and technical requirements” 
for the maintenance contract, the only proposal meriting a passing 
evaluation came from BURI. After refining terms, as well as assessing 
BURI’s technical, legal, and financial capabilities, a Notice of Award was 
sent to BURI on 23 December 2015.  
     Based on the contract, the total amount of BURI’s offer was PHP 
3,809,128,888.00, which was about PHP 400,000,000.00 lower than the 
Approved Budget for the Contract. In other words, at least based on the 
contract, there does not appear to be anything particularly curious about 
the award of contract to BURI, save perhaps for one detail: the fifth 
provision of the contract states that Busan “shall increase its equity share 
[in BURI] to Twenty Percent” by the second year of the contract. This 
means that for the first (and only) year that BURI held MRT3’s 
maintenance contract, it had less than one-fifth of the total equity in the 
joint venture; one post-termination allegation states that Busan’s share in 
the joint venture was only 4 percent, even if it was the only firm in BURI 
that had any experience in railways (Nonato, 2017). Moreover, in the 
same provision, this increase in equity was supposed to be done with the 
assistance of the Hanwha Corporation, which is not a party to the contract. 
Hanwha reportedly won a contract to provide a new signaling system for 
MRT3, and subcontracted that responsibility to Korean firm LSIS (Lee 
2016). LSIS was formerly a member of the LG group; they separated in 
2003. It has been alleged that the system LSIS was set to install—a 
communications-based train control system—should not be combined 
with the existing automatic train protector system (Bondoc, 2016b). 
Rapanut has also been connected to Hanwha (Bondoc, 2016b).   
     Again, it would take a more in-depth study, an investigative project, or 
a detailed legal memorandum—preferably by a researcher, journalist, or 
prosecutor who can communicate in Korean—to accurately map the 
aforementioned network of interests. Again, what we can say with 
certainty is that BURI was portrayed to be a failure. BURI has repeatedly 
defended itself through press releases, highlighting that it cannot be solely 
blamed for all of MRT3’s problems, as well as its supposed fulfillment of 
minimum deliverables (e.g., Desiderio, 2017). Is it, as it now claims, 
being unfairly “demonized” (ABS-CBN News 2017)? Was Busan 
perhaps better off initiating contact with other firms instead of the 
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consortium it ended up with? Or, in minimizing their participation in 
BURI’s first year as MRT3’s maintenance provider, was Busan in fact 
knowingly protecting itself from potential losses, fully aware of the risks 
involved in trying to restore a dangerously ill-maintained system?  
 
 
Conclusion 
It is difficult to dwell into that last counterfactual premise without 
adequate information, i.e., without knowing the side of Busan. Again, I 
was able to see them being cordial to Rapanut, listening to his defense of 
BURI during the abovementioned Korean Research Center event. Yet I 
have thus far been unable to hear from them, or even peruse any 
statement made by them from the time BURI and DOTC-MRT3 
consummated their contract to the time when the contract was terminated. 
Perhaps there are statements made in Korean media, though my linguistic 
limitations keep me from examining those; as some of the material cited 
here shows, English-language Korean media are ready to laud Korean 
“success stories” in winning contracts for Manila’s railways, but 
understandably remains silent about the failures. 
     We certainly hear little from the Koreans who have been involved in 
Philippine mass transit railways in Philippine media. But it seems that the 
previous failures have done little to lessen the interest of Korean firms in 
becoming involved in Manila’s railways. There are at least two Metro 
Manila railways that are set to have Korean involvement: MRT 7 and 
LRT 2. Involvement in the former is by Rotem—they will provide the 
rolling stock, which, based on mock-ups, will superficially resemble the 
DMUs/EMUs that are already running in the country—and by Korail, 
which won a consultancy contract for the line. Korail and San Miguel 
Corporation, which is the parent company of the firm implementing the 
MRT 7 project, had previously tried to obtain the O&M contract for LRT 
2 (Dela Paz, 2015). Given this history, there is a possibility that Korail 
will provide O&M for MRT once it becomes operational. That would 
make it Manila’s first mass transit line that has relatively heavy Korean 
involvement from the beginning.  
     For now, it seems that LRT 2 will be set to have the highest level of 
Korean involvement among Manila’s railways. Besides exclusively 
utilizing Rotem cars, it has been reported that the Daegu Metropolitan 
Transit Corporation (DTRO), which currently runs a three-line rail-based 
mass transit system, has been named the “preferred bidder” for a five-year 
maintenance contract of LRT 2 (Woo and Choi, 2017). That would make 
DTRO the third Korean government controlled corporation to win a mass 
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transit railway-related contract in Manila. Hopefully, DTRO will have 
less exposure to controversy than Busan.  
     Which is not to say that Korean railway firms have immaculate 
records. In May 2014, a signaling failure resulted in an incoming train 
crashing into a stopped one in Seoul, injuring 200 people (Kim & Kim, 
2014). DTRO operated the subway train that was set ablaze by an arsonist 
in February 2003, wherein over 120 people died; supposedly, the fire 
would have been contained sooner, had it not been for “sprinklers and 
ventilators that did not work and poor radio communications” (Brooke, 
2003). Further back, we have already mentioned what became of Hanbo, 
once linked to a potential PNR project. Even further back was a major 
scandal directly tied to Korean subways. In 1978, it was alleged in 
Japanese media that funds from Seoul’s subway commission were 
utilized for “intelligence activities in the United States” as well as to help 
President Park Chung Hee win the 1971 elections (AP, 1978, 22). While 
US investigators did not find evidence supporting the former claim, the 
investigation showed that Japanese suppliers of equipment for Seoul’s 
first subway line did transfer funds to US accounts for Park Chung Hee’s 
campaign (AP, 1978, 22). Park Chung Hee had been assassinated by the 
time that that investigation was conducted; South Korea proceeded to 
develop into the industrialized country it is today without him.  
     However, the subway fund scandal suggests that Korean firms did not 
only inherit Park Chung Hee’s industrialization thrust, but also his 
willingness to engage in informal dealings—which, as the scandal shows, 
Japanese firms are also willing to engage in—or what one writer referred 
to in 1995 as “cordial contacts, flexible contracts” (Smith, 59). Perhaps 
this is why, considering the risk, Korean firms remain interested in 
entering into contracts for Manila’s railways; in the Philippines—a land 
of failed biddings and negotiated contracts, unconstitutional actions, and 
the Japanese lobbying to assert regional dominance—informality reigns. 
Perhaps the country should consider it a blessing that despite or precisely 
because of this, the neighboring railway industry giants are willing to try 
making a profit in the course of providing Manila with (generally) safe 
and efficient rail-based mass transit.  
     Korean firms made numerous attempts to become involved in 
Manila’s railways for over three decades. They have shown an appetite 
for taking on risky projects, but often with a means to minimize their 
exposure (e.g., working with Japanese firms—especially when the project 
is funded by the Japanese—and minimizing their equity in joint ventures 
solely with Philippine nationals, especially when the latter have (next to) 
no experience in railways). They have also shown willingness to replicate 
the Japanese technical assistance model, as can be seen in their 
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involvement in the PNR. The Philippines is somewhat of a rail-based 
mass transit business testbed for them; Hyundai Rotem’s website 
highlights that the “contract from Manila, Philippines for building [light 
rail vehicles]” is their first (international) contract for building that type 
of rolling stock (Hyundai Rotem, n.d.[a]) Japan also had a similar view of 
the country (see Black & Rimmer, 1982; Rimmer, 1986). As long as 
appropriate and sustainable mass transit solutions are the result of such 
“experimentation,” such should be continued; for maximum benefit, 
however, certain internal problems have to be addressed.   
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Notes: 
1 In May 2016, the Department of Transportation and Communications 
was split into the Department of Information and Communications 
Technology and DOTr through Republic Act No. 10844. Throughout this 
paper, I use the temporally appropriate name of the Philippines’ national 
transportation agency.  
2 There is inadequate space here to detail this; for a historical overview of 
the development of this complex, which includes a discussion (in pages 
39-40) of the Japanese government’s shift from openly focusing on 
“economic penetration and domination” to incorporating a “technological 
transfer/technical cooperation” thrust regarding international assistance—
thus giving birth to the Japan International Cooperation Agency—see 
Black and Rimmer, 1982.    
3 For this paper, information from the following interviewees are cited: 
Esperedion Regulto (manager, Rolling Stock Maintenance Department); 
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Benedicto Tuazon (mechanic, Tayuman Depot); Sisenando Castro 
(manager, Train Control and Terminal Operations Department); Diosdado 
Jose (engineer, Rolling Stock Maintenance Department); and Manuel 
Torres (former Chairman of the Board).  
4 The Pyongyang Metro in North Korea beat the Seoul subway by a year.  
5 The contracted title of the case wherein DAP was declared 
unconstitutional—which is a consolidation of nine petitions—is Araullo 
v. Aquino (G.R. No. 209287, 1 July 2014). The full decision can be 
accessed at 
http://sc.judiciary.gov.ph/jurisprudence/2014/july2014/209287.pdf. The 
resolution affirming DAP’s unconstitutionality, promulgated on 3 
February 2015, can be accessed here: http://sc.judiciary.gov.ph/pdf/web/ 
viewer.html?file=/jurisprudence/2015/february2015/ 209287.pdf.  
6 An excellent source that details how this deal came to be is the case 
Francisco S. Tatad, John H. Osmena, and Rodolfo G. Biazon, petitioners, 
vs. Hon. Jesus B. Garcia, Jr., in his capacity as the Secretary of the 
Department of Transportation and Communications, and EDSA LRT 
Corporation, Ltd., respondents, G.R. No. 114222, 6 April 1995 (available 
at http://www.lawphil.net/judjuris/juri1995/apr1995/gr_114222_1995. 
html. 
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Female Success Narratives in South Korea: 

The Case of TV Drama You’re the Best, Lee Soon Shin 

 

Clarissa M. Camaya 

 

ABSTRACT 

The paper takes stock of the available ideas surrounding the conception of 
female success in the South Korean society that could aid in the 
understanding of the country’s persistent gender opportunities gap. A 
framework is presented as a tool for inspecting narratives on the female 
agency made available through media contents, applied to the TV drama 
“You’re the Best, Lee Soon Shin”. The inspection framework identifies 5 
generations with different success perceptions created by the 
circumstances of their time. Identifying the generational differences 
explores how to address sensibilities accordingly to reorient perceptions 
on what women can do and achieve. The paper argues that engaging the 
society to a fuller appreciation of feminist and liberal ideologies needs 
empowering narratives mainstreamed in consumed media. This 
empowerment is envisioned to create the cultural and social changes that 
can facilitate closing the persistent gender inequality not achievable by 
economic and political policy alone. 

 

Introduction 

In 2013, Korean Broadcasting System (KBS) Drama You’re the Best, Lee 
Soon Shin (최고다 이순신) caused a stir because of its title. Lee Soon 
Shin (이순신, also Yi Sun-Shin) happens to be a revered admiral in 
Korean history, instrumental in the nation’s history of struggle for 
independence. However, a quick web search today would show him 
sharing the results page with the drama’s main actress, pop idol singer IU.  
     The initial outrage was to an extent that a student group, Global Youth 
League DN, filed an injunction at the Seoul Central District Court versus 
KBS to stop the release of the drama. They warned that, in their words, 
“Admiral Yi Sun Shin’s image of victory and courage is misleading as the 
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female actress playing the role of Lee Soon Shin is portrayed to be clumsy 
and fragile (Kim, 2013; Choi, 2013).      
     The production team proceeded with the title, insisting that the 
admiral’s name will not be used in a compromising manner. Of course, 
the author, Jung Yookyung, could have intended to use the name as a 
metaphor. The main character’s story was about the struggle of a young 
woman who could not land a desirable job, gets swindled, gets embroiled 
in a host of family problems, yet managed to emerge victorious, debuting 
as a young actress: braving the odds just like her namesake. The 
particularly alarming element from the whole incident was that character 
development was not considered a prospect for Lee Soon Shin. The issue 
is more than just about the name. 
     Although characterizations of historical heroes are usually confined to 
sageuk (사극) or historical dramas, production companies have always 
taken the liberty of changing stories and spiking plots with fictional love 
stories, heroic acts, and societal structures unconventional for the period 
represented. There is novelty, however, in the use of a male hero’s name 
for a young woman in the modern world. Ascribing human weaknesses to 
a glorified national icon was “belittling”, never mind the well-intentioned 
metaphor. 
     The reaction for this particular drama is a rich case for study. Having 
been set up as a drama about the success of a female lead, the inspection 
of the drama’s narrative may be as interesting as the controversy that its 
title created. In addition, examining the available narratives about success 
of women in Korean society can confirm the reaction from the public. 
     In an economy as big as South Korea’s, the persistent gender gap is 
cause for concern that should spark consistent public discourse. Yet the 
magnitude of reaction by its female population may not be reflective of 
the extent of gender inequality. As much as economic policy is needed to 
close gender inequality, the magnitude of its effect can be limited by 
human belief. Hence, it is meritorious to explore sources of perceptions of 
female agency and achievement, one of which is mass media.  
     This paper starts the examination by tracing the roots of gender norms 
through history and inspecting the narratives that have been made 
available to South Korean women and their society at large. It then 
provides a frame of inspection distilled from existing scholarship that can 
be used to organize themes and patterns of narratives. This frame will 
then be applied on the TV drama mentioned to demonstrate how it can 
later be used in other media content. With the framework, this paper will 
present a close reading of the characters: Soon Shin, her grandmother, 
mother, and two sisters, a house full of daughters (딸부잣집). In addition, 
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a quick read on the public’s reaction online to the drama will also be 
employed. 
     Whether fiction feeds into reality or, instead, is reflective of reality, it 
is treated in this paper as a rich source of ideas that could empower or 
undermine women in real life. The narratives propagated through stories 
both consumed in media and personally experienced may not only create 
ideas on female agency, these feed into the larger culture and historical 
tides that determine a woman’s place in the world she lives in, what she 
deserves, and what she hopes to achieve.  
 
 
The Gender Gap in Korean Society 
Despite experiencing economic growth at an incredibly fast pace, South 
Korea was not able to avoid persisting economic inequalities. In general, 
inequality has been rising in Korea since the mid-1990s. Wage inequality 
is also the highest among OECD countries in 2013. (The GINI Project, 
2013) Although the building of the Korean Knowledge Economy had 
massive benefits, it also increased wage inequality by favoring those with 
better access to education. (The World Bank, 2006)  
     Tax, income transfers, and public services helped manage inequality, 
but another type became apparent. Female labor participation did not 
contribute to inequality reduction during recovery from the 1997 
Financial Crisis. (The GINI Project, 2013) This means participating 
females were not compensated enough to raise average household income 
which puts to question what hides in overall metrics. As all economic 
inequalities translate to political inequalities that goes into cycle, the gaps 
will eventually be wide enough to notice. 
     More recent studies illustrate the gaps along the gender lines in South 
Korea which would have been hidden in household inequality statistics. 
Such is the World Economic Forum’s Gender Gap Index that measures 
how equal the economic opportunities are between genders. It places 
South Korea ranked 118 out of 144 countries in terms of equality (World 
Economic Forum, 2017), very low for a developed country.  
The same report shows that for every 100 men that work, only 73 women 
work. The number of women in managerial and official positions is low 
and women on average earn only 51% for equal work done by men, also 
given that laws in South Korea that mandates equal pay are weak. 
Women who work part-time is 2.26 times that of men, and unpaid work 
done by women is 4.71 times of work done by men.  
     Clearly, the Korean economic miracle left some of the population 
behind. Because all inequalities are economic inefficiencies, economic 
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slowdown is also inevitable (Stiglitz, 2015), narrowing opportunities of 
those disadvantaged even further across generations.  
     As manifestation of economic inefficiency through underemployment, 
only 62.9% of females with college education who participate in 
economic productivity, a stark contrast to the 88.3% for males in 2011. 
Also, female professionals only earned 61.7% of what their male 
contemporaries did. Interestingly, policies that increase female labor 
participation and male childrearing participation also increased per capita 
income. (Kim, Lee, & Shin, 2016) This makes it high priority for Korea 
to increase efforts to closing the gender gap stronger not only for social 
justice, but for a better economy for future generations. 
 
 
Roots of Inequality 
A crucial point that must be made is that the economic gender gap is not 
solvable purely by incentivizing female participation which the 
government has started doing. (Kim, Lee, & Shin, 2016) It is important to 
see gender inequality not just as an economic constraint, but also as a 
socialized and internalized norm (Pearse & Connell, 2016), hence, the 
need to inspect its roots in culture and history. 
 
Confucian Ideals 
One of the most cited reasons for the inequality is affinity to the 
traditional Confucian view of the world internalized by Korea throughout 
Joseon Period, which propagated the persisting patriarchal norms. (Park B. 
J., 2001; Koh, 2008) The Confucian concept of Nam-Jon-Yeo-
Bi(男尊女卑)—man is higher than woman, was extensively coopted by 
the Korean society (Kim H. , 2015) which assumes inequality in principle. 
Although it has been proposed that Confucianism was simply 
misinterpreted from its purest reading (Koh, 2008), the Confucian 
tradition still served more to the favor of patriarchy. 
Eventually, the government framed Nation as the Patriarch and accepting 
labor standards as performance of filial duty where women are to expect 
the paternal good will of the State. (Kim H. , 2001) This, in addition to 
the archaic view that women are non-economic entities, defined what 
women can demand for or imagine they deserved—in contrast with the 
Liberal conception of unalienable rights. 
 
Female Labor Oppression 
After World War II, labor reforms were made prohibiting practices that 
endanger or exploit women were also instituted. (Eckert, Lee, Lew, 
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Robinson, & Wagner, 1990) These reforms were necessary to become 
“modern” after the Japanese occupation. (Choi H. , 2009) Most of these 
laws still exist, but business practices continued to disadvantage women 
in terms of hiring and wages, intentionally or not.  
     During the Park Chunghee era, women were mostly hired in low-wage 
work and there was discrimination in skills training. (Guicheney, 2015) 
Because the expectation that women will interrupt their careers during 
marriage and childbirth persists, companies have less incentive to hire or 
train women. The famed “M Curve” shows that a woman participates less 
in economic activities during that interruption. (OECD, 2012)  
     There is also a higher percentage of women in precarious work. (Kim, 
Lee, & Shin, 2016) Eventually, market-dictated pay and market-dictated 
policies in the absence of welfare-centered government regulation 
perpetuated the inequality of opportunities—both in wages and career 
progression. (Chan, 2016) 
 
Lack of Intersectionality in Labor Movements 
In its essence, the wage gap is a labor issue. But it seems that gendered 
labor issues faded inside the larger labor movements. There are activist 
groups with a long history of feminist internalization like the Korean 
Women’s Association United (KWAU) which started in 1987. The initial 
success of similar groups was curtailed, however, by the masculinized 
activism in South Korea, with KWAU being criticized as “not militant 
enough” during its early years due to its preference for legalistic action. 
(Moon, 2002)  
     In the larger labor movement, little attention was given to a gendered 
perspective of oppression and even its mere observation. (Kim H. , 2001) 
Hence, when the government cracked down on labor movements defining 
them as developmental disruptions, women’s movements experienced 
more disempowerment. Furthermore, the concept of paternalistic good 
will of the State provided redefined the acceptance of inequality as an 
admirable act. 
     Gendered concerns in labor hid behind “bigger” issues like class 
inequality. Hence, gender issues take a sidestep, disregarding that these 
issues have intersectionality (Ilkkaracan & Jolly, 2007). Classicism, 
racism, and sexism all embody hierarchies in society, valuing human 
lives based on something that is out their own hands. 
 
Trivialization of Feminist Issues 
For this magnitude of gender inequality and its long history, you would 
think that feminist movements would have strong presence in Korean 
society today. However, for a long time, the active feminist groups in 
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Korea only catered to specific problems considered “practical gender 
interests”. (Moon, 2002)  These are rallying points for collective action, 
but it did not guarantee that stances on feminist issues will have 
consistency. The appreciation of unalienable rights of women in the 
context of Confucian ideals and female labor oppression might be a 
considerable task, especially that the government itself has a questionable 
grasp of the issues. 
     In 2016, a man stabbed a young woman to death in Gangnam, Seoul, 
claiming that he felt belittled by women all his life. (Park, Park, & Lee, 
2016) The response of the government was to merely raise safety 
measures, installing scream detectors and more CCTV (Hu, 2016) 
basically trivializing the issue of male entitlement. To quote Kim 
Hyunsoo of KWAU: 
 

“It’s not about increasing the number of CCTVs. It 
should be more about eliminating the perceptions 
and the structures that perpetuate gender 
discrimination and hatred.” 

It is easy to dismiss the murderer as deranged. The police have explained 
the murder in this manner as well—not a hate crime but paranoia of the 
murderer based on “misconstrued” actions of women. (Yonhap News 
Agency, 2016) Perhaps the police tried to manage public concern on 
safety, but the the discourse disregarded the fact that the man had to 
stereotype his victim as “woman”. 
     The government assured women’s safety but unwittingly accepted the 
inevitability of women as targets. Although increasing support for victims 
is a welcome action (Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, 2016), 
addressing the violence without confronting the perpetuators’ motivations 
is simply reactionary. Previously, the government was reported to have 
launched campaigns that show its shallow conception of women’s rights 
like their anti-sexual harassment campaign in 2015 that asked women to 
avoid wearing miniskirts. (Lee, 2016)   
     Furthermore, the task to raise a profound understanding of women’s 
rights is in order. Some reactions that arose from sympathizers are as 
follows (Lee, 2016): 
 

No one should die just because she is a woman. 
I know I could’ve been you, you could’ve been me. 
Being mistreated by the opposite gender does not justify murder. 
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     Although there is an appreciation of what stereotyping is, the reactions 
gloss over the fact that society also created the perpetrator. The display of 
male entitlement, and incorrect expectations from women, were not 
verbalized strongly from the event. 
     A 28-year-old woman who was sexually harassed by a man at 
Gangnam Station sympathizing with the dead victim even said: I’ve never 
felt that being a woman in Korea is so hard until today. (Lee, 2016) That 
a death had to happen to evoke such a response suggests a general 
acceptance of women of their disadvantaged position. 
     Gender inequalities subvert under the idea that South Korea is an 
effective democracy. Since oppression happened covertly and quality of 
life was improving in general, it is easy not to feel oppressed. In fact, 
oppression can be unintentional, simply an uncorrected disadvantage 
from long ago. For example, female labor participation could expand but 
it could be due to job diversification (Kim H. , 2001) rather than direct 
competition with men. It was a step forward, but in terms of education or 
experience, women are behind too many steps even before becoming part 
of the labor force. 
 
Reframing of Female Roles 
In addition to oppression, the emphasis on the responsibility of women as 
wise mothers and good wives driving the success of their families 
iconized the sacrifice of the roles in keeping with Confucian traditions. 
Motherhood and wifehood became a woman’s pride—with the roles 
becoming dignified even under new Christian and Western traditions that 
entered Korea. (Choi H. , 2009) More control within the family was better 
than being corollary to male family members, but it still limited a 
woman’s individual life. Worth was redefined, but success was confined 
to the family. (Moon, 2002)  
     Instead of receiving respect for personal decisions as liberalism 
requires, women had to negotiate their roles and entitlements with the 
society. Women had to balance personal agency with social circumstance 
to attain some economic power. (Abelmann, 1997) For example, 
consumerism became a trend for everyone through economic 
development, yet only women were labelled for practicing liberal choice. 
This put undue burden for women in their practice of economic power.  
Sport a bob cut in the 1930s could get you labelled as a mot-doen-girl 
(못된걸, a pun for “modern girl”/ “no-good girl”). (Hyun J. , 2009) More 
recently, the label bean paste girl (된장녀) emerged ridiculing young 
women who liked designer brands. A lucky wife (복부인, bok-buin) 
referred to a wife investing her household’s earnings on “speculative” 
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investments. No close equivalent terms apply to men. Just as early 
feminist Na Yeonseok pointed out, there is no similar expectation for a 
man to become a wise father, good son. (Choi H. , 2009) Society 
provided boundaries in how women can earn or spend.  
     It has been suggested that women have been quietly fighting these 
norms through post-feminist strategies, such as challenging existing body 
politics through sex-appeal advertising, something less confrontational. 
(Fedorenko, 2015) However, women’s rights need a mainstreamed, 
comprehensive, and cohesive narrative that covers the core ideas of 
gender equality and of human rights. 
 
Internalization of Roles  
As Korean women internalized their roles through historical, societal, and 
cultural discourses on female agency, the role negotiations created 
generations of women with differing subjectivities. (Cho, 2002) 
Consequentially, the same happened to define their conceptions of 
success. 
     Cho Haejoang described these subjectivities in terms of generational 
interactions. She identified three generations with different capacities and 
experiences—the Grandmother, Mother, and Daughter generations. She 
posited that aside from present gender norms, subjectivities of women 
from different periods of history affect each other. Table 1 summarizes 
Cho’s discussion with additional points from other authors as indicated. 
 

Table 1. The Three Generations of Korean Women 
(Mainly based on Cho Haejoang’s Article) 

Grandmother 
Generation 

Mother Generation Daughter Generation 

PERIOD 
-Came of age during the 
Japanese Colonial Era 
-Had young children 
during the Korean War 

-Experienced Liberation 
and Korean War as a 
child 
-Reared family during 
sudden economic growth 
(Park Chunghee Period) 
-Experienced the 
artificial creation of a 
“Middle Class” and its 
sensibilities (Yang M. , 
2012) 

-Came of age under 
military regime and 
heightened activisim 
-Started family in late 
1980s 
-First to enjoy the fruits 
of economic miracles 
without majorly sowing 
themselves 

ROLE IN FAMILY & SOCIETY 
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-Motherly women 
-Became family heads 
in the absence of their 
husbands in wartime 
-Empowered through 
filial piety by 
recognizing as their 
work mothers (Moon, 
2002) with roles more 
dignified (Choi H. , 
2009) but still in the 
familial space 

-Aggressive modern 
wives 
-Backstage managers of 
rapid industrialization 
-Were able to raise their 
children in relative 
affluence 
-Experienced 
nuclearization of family 
living, gaining power as 
a wife without 
overseeing mothers-in-
law 
-Criticized to have 
abused their daughters-
in-law eventually 

-Rebelled against their 
mothers’ controlling 
attitude 
-Became brave partners 
of patriotic men engaged 
in activism 
-Since feminist activism 
was dismissed as not 
aggressive enough, public 
space was again reduced 
for women (Moon, 2002) 
-Were forced to give up 
careers because there was 
no support system for 
child care (more nuclear 
families) 

ECONOMIC POWER 
-It was lucky and 
enviable for a woman to 
live off her husband’s 
salary during this period 

-Lived in a time when 
the “Smart Housewife” 
upholding frugal lifestyle 
was idealized (Yang M. , 
2012) 
-Experienced time when 
labor-intensive light 
industries were 
feminized and women 
were put in low-wage 
work (Guicheney, 2015) 
-Because of limited 
opportunities outside the 
home, had to find other 
ways to earn (bokbuin) 

-Well-educated mothers 
were forced to live as 
housewives, making them 
achievement-motivated 
mothers, even more 
controlling than their own 
mothers 
-Limited economic power 
due to dependence on 
husband 

VIEW ON SUCCESS 
Took pride in 
achievements of son, 
gains respect through it 

-Increasing focus of a 
mother’s ability to 
maneuver her family’s 
fortune defined her space 
within the household 
(Moon, 2002) 

-Became career women 
embodying popular 
saying “Pro is beautiful” 
but forced to compromise 
for filial roles 
-Their individualist 
sensibilities created 
intergenerational conflict 
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Reading Cho’s work further, it is notable that women were able to 
bargain their roles when circumstances gain them some economic power. 
For example, the grandmother generation can claim achievement over 
raising a son because women had to fend for their family during the war 
that their husbands fought. (Moon, 2002) Although empowering, it 
started redefining female success as vicarious of their children’s 
(Abelmann & Kim, 2005) instead of self-actualization that they own. 
 
The New Generation and the Spec Generation      
Although girls eventually received as much education as boys, 
expectations on childcare and housework still persisted. They may find 
themselves giving up goals fostered in their youth.  With less help from 
extended family and poor government support, one parent needs to take 
responsibility of childcare. For households that need two earning parents, 
women take on the double burden of earning money and managing the 
household. (Kim, Lee, & Shin, 2016)  
     For mothers who have no other source of actualization, their passion 
as family managers may even drive them apart from their children. This 
escalated through the transformation of the Korean education system that 
created competition in admission to good schools. A significant amount 
of time became required to assist children in their studies. Mothers are 
labeled once again as Alpha Moms, Gangnam Moms, or Helicopter 
Mothers. (Yang Y. , 2011)  
     Cho (2015) identified new generations from these newer 
circumstances—the New Generation and the Spec Generation. It was 
notable however that she did not discuss this in a gendered approach, 
perhaps to focus on issues experienced by everyone from the struggling 
youth. 
     The New Generation was described as liberal subjects: socially aware 
and lived less out of tradition, receiving university education in the 1990s. 
They used consumption as a political act, to reject their parents’ lifestyles 
that were centered on work and productivity. They believed they could 
succeed in what they wanted to do. However, they hit a brick wall when 
the Asian Financial Crisis happened in 1997 which forced them to “get 
by”.   
     Having the crisis in recent memory, the Spec Generation was 
described to be the opposite the New Generation—willing to study 
endlessly, attend cram schools, and build up their resume through Specs 
or specifications. They strive to secure work at big companies with good 
employee benefits or the government with stable opportunities. In other 
words, they have mostly accepted society’s standards. 
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     Today, the Spec Generation survives with a lot of help from their 
parents, making it hard for them to challenge the norm. They fear to 
become the “880,000 Won Generation”, earning less than their 
investment for a university degree—a collective sentiment of self-pity in 
the aftermath of an economic crisis. (Qiu & Kim, 2010) More than 60% 
of the youth report stress about general life, with school and work as 
contributors. (Statistics Korea, 2016) 
     The living circumstances of the youth has become what they call Hell 
Joseon these days, experienced by all. But just like the labor movements 
in the 1980s, there is a tendency to forgo a gendered approach to solving 
the problems of the younger generation. “Big issues” first. 
     In the US a similar pattern was seen in that inequality eventually led to 
economic slowdown, with younger generations earning less and less than 
what the previous generations did. (Stiglitz, 2015) The point to be made 
here, however, is that failure to address all types of inequality will 
diminish the wealth passed on to the next generation. Inequality must be 
addressed hand-in-hand with growing the pie for everybody, otherwise, 
the pie will never get bigger.  
     For South Korea, it seems that closing the gap between chaebols and 
average workers is as grave as closing the gap between men and women. 
Disadvantages stack against an individual based on family background, 
education, generation, and gender. If life is hard for the youth, life is 
harder for the female youth. This shows—females of the Spec Generation 
report significantly higher stress levels from general, school, and work 
life compared to their male counterparts. (Statistics Korea, 2015) 
     It has been argued that the younger women have idealized tough and 
able men as partners, (Cho, 2002) especially living in a 
hypermasculinized society (Kim H. , 2001) Fragility became the picture 
of the feminine. 
     Women who earn enough to afford luxury but do not marry are often 
called Gold Miss (pun on “old miss”), another label for career women 
who defy expectations. Although some may argue that it could be 
empowering in a Sex in the City1 kind of way (Park & An, 2008), the term 
itself assumes that for a woman, being financially capable and being 
married are mutually exclusive. Appeal for marriage among women is 
declining because of the double burden (Lee, 2016) and studies come 
with an admission that men rarely help out at home because their male-
dominated workplace require longer hours. (Ko, 2017) But are not 
workplaces male-dominated because women are the ones expected to 

                                                 
1 An American TV Series featuring powerful, unmarried, and attractive women 
usually called in the US as “cougars” 
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interrupt their careers for family? A cycle, indeed, that require changing 
deeply rooted patriarchy in all aspects. 
     One distasteful prospect of marriage is the lack of financial 
independence for women (Lee, 2016), strengthening the image of the 
fragile feminine. As the Spec Generation values financial stability 
(Statistics Korea, 2016), it can become a frustration for a woman when 
she is not able to spend for her own comfort. This, in addition to being 
judged by society for being hedonist, consumerist, or even irresponsible.  
     Consumerist culture in Korea escalated during the artificial creation of 
the “middle class lifestyle” under the Park Chunghee regime. Comfort 
became defined through consumer icons like TV sets, cars, and 
apartments. (Yang M. , 2012) The iconization of products continued as 
Korea embraced new neoliberal ideas, unfortunately, without deep 
appreciation of liberalism2. Being able to afford luxury is not the aim of 
liberalism, but having the opportunity to better oneself out of merit and 
without unjustifiable limits. 
     The existence of neoliberalism without liberalism turned the 명품 
(myeong-poom, designer products) into status symbols. But there was too 
much focus on how that projects to their neighbors (Confucian) rather 
than the comfort they personally receive from what they are able to buy 
(Liberal). 
 
Reorientation 
As a mother, a woman eventually turns to her grown children to receive 
things she could not get for herself before. These family dynamics create 
tensions between husband and wife, or wife and children. However, being 
more adept with new technology than generations before, the youth has 
power to challenge structures. (Park B. J., 2001) Aside from being 
exposed to cultures beyond their own, the youth come together to discuss 
issues over the Internet. 
     The New and Spec generations have actively participated in the 
national elections (Cho, 2015) and have been voicing out their discontents 
in massive communities online that call out issues in Hell Joseon. (Fifield, 
2016) The demonstrations against former president Park Geunhye after 

                                                 
2 Consumerism must not be attributed to neoliberalism or even capitalism alone. 
Ideally, liberalism would entail that free markets be enabling environments of the 
pursuit of individual freedoms. We talk about liberalism as John Stuart Mill 
describes society’s protection of freedom in “pursuing our own good in our own 
way, so long as we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs or impede their 
efforts to obtain it.” (Curtis, 1962) In effect, a society embracing neoliberalism 
without these principles give rise to social ills like consumerism, corruption, and 
undervalued labor.  
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her corruption raps were amplified in social media. Protesters posted 
about their attendance to the Gwanghwamun Square protests that may 
have produced a revival of Korea’s democratic aspirations. Feminist and 
even LGBT groups had a chance to show presence in these massive 
demonstrations. However, prejudice against female leadership found its 
way into the protests (Choe, 2016) and reveals how much more work 
needs to be done. 
     Although 94% of the youth believe that males and females should 
have equal rights in all aspects and that everyone should have a right to 
express their opinions freely (Statistics Korea, 2016), they need idea 
leaders and narratives they can rally behind. Especially for the female 
youth, engaging them in new discourses that enhance their view of their 
personal agency and success can strengthen progressive movements in 
Korea. At the very least, reflection and reorientation can stop the unjust 
labelling of women for their choices. 
 
 
Using the History of Womanhood as a Discursive Frame 
Having identified the conceptions on female agency and success with the 
nuances of each generation, we can draw a frame of inspection. (Figure 1) 
Some observations can be drawn seeing the evolution of the success 
perceptions over generations. 
     First, it seems that as society pushed women towards defining their 
sense of success to be bound by their families’, the more exclusive 
marriage and careers became.  
     In what seems like a dim outlook, the South Korean women confirm 
these situations, citing their greatest obstacle to employment was 
childcare burden. (Statistics Korea, 2016) In 2014, 51.8% of single males 
report their desire to get married—a far higher number than with the 
females at only 39.7%. With the younger generation seeing their mothers’ 
fate, becoming a Gold Miss might be tempting, indeed. 
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Figure 1. Success Perceptions from Generations of Women in Korea 
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     Patriarchal norms keep getting justified, taking on new forms in every 
generation. These produced women who accepted limitations that society 
imposed and they chose their hats accordingly. This could mean they get 
married later or do not get married at all. For those that do marry, the 
more they feel like their children owe them, redefining motherhood 
altogether: Be a Gold Miss or a Gangnam Mom. 
     Although the frame may be a simplification, it provides us the context 
of success in narratives that are accessible to a specific generation. This 
serves as a guide in taking inventory of feminist ideas in media contents 
by verbalizing themes of issues encountered by characters or raised in a 
script. In the following sections, we apply the frame on the drama You’re 
the Best, Lee Soon Shin to inspect the characters’ success trajectories and 
see if the story presented empowering narratives that can help build the 
case of Feminism in Korea. 
     Albeit the far-fetched plots, melodramas still reflect how the writer 
and directors conceptualized the lives of women observed from reality. 
Dramas can serve as indications of women’s place in society and social 
transformation. (Abelmann, 2003) Especially because Korean 
melodramas are known to target female audiences (Hayashi & Lee, 2007), 
it is not a stretch to say that they are part of social discourses about 
women.  
     Korean women probably know the stories are exaggerated, but they 
still use drama narratives to talk about their own lives and spend a lot of 
time engaged in the made-up stories. (Baldacchino, 2014) The exposure 
to dramas contribute to the normalization of ideas. This drama, reaching 
up to 30.1% national viewership rating (Kang, 2013), spoke to a lot of 
women about what they are, what they can be, and how they can reach 
that. 
 
A Synopsis 
Lee Soon Shin, a young woman in her early 20’s, worked as a restaurant 
wait staff after failing many applications for an office job. She was 
described as not particularly pretty or smart. Her eldest sister, Hyeshin, 
was well-educated and worked as a professional before marrying a rich 
corporate man. She got divorced and was left penniless, forcing her to 
return home and take a job underemploying her skills. The next sister, 
Yooshin, was an aggressive woman working as a young marketing 
executive for a sportswear brand. She fell in love with a doctor whose 
mother made it difficult for them to marry by expecting Yooshin to learn 
all the traditional responsibilities of a wife. 
The story is centered on the youngest, Soon Shin, who wanted to become 
an actress to which her parents were initially supportive of. She got casted 
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by an agent who turned out to be a swindler. Not long after, their father 
passed away due to an accident, leaving the family in financial trouble. 
Jong-ae, their mother, returned to work odd jobs to support her household.  
A real entertainment company CEO, Shin Junho, casts Soon Shin because 
of a bet with his ex-girlfriend. He selected Soon Shin randomly, saying he 
could make anybody a star. Soon Shin’s family was reluctant after being 
swindled but Soon Shin agreed because of Junho’s persistence. 
     Soon Shin started taking acting lessons from famous actress Song 
Miryeong, later on revealed to be her birthmother. Soon Shin discovered 
later that Miryeong was romantically involved with her adoptive father 
Changhoon in their youth. The discovery created turmoil in Soon Shin’s 
house—Jong-ae wanted Soon Shin to stop her training because she 
suspected that her husband had an affair. After finding out Soon Shin was 
the daughter she abandoned, Miryeong tried to destroy Soon Shin’s career 
to get rid of her. However, the public found out about Soon Shin, so 
Miryeong tried to woo her back to protect her reputation. Soon Shin 
decided to live with Miryeong to quiet down the media. 
     Now Soon Shin had to prove that she could succeed even without her 
mother’s personal connections. Junho eventually became convinced of 
her talent and persisted to help her land good roles without Miryeong’s 
help. Junho and Soon Shin became romantically involved as well. 
     Seeing Soon Shin’s diligence, Miryeong had a change of heart and 
tried to sincerely be a parent. Learning that Miryeong did not have an 
affair with Changhoon, Soon Shin also forgave her. However, it was 
revealed that Changhoon was hit by a speeding vehicle to save drunk 
Miryeong, but she did not report the hit-and-run. Miryeong decided to ask 
another witness, Junho’s dad, to bring his car’s black box to the police to 
find the driver who ran away. Miryeong bowed out of her career taking 
all the blame and tried to disappear. The drama ended on a positive note 
however, with Soon Shin finding Miryeong in a frenzy, and the two then 
reconciled.  
 
The Narratives of Female Success in the Drama  
Applying the frame to the characters of the drama, we may find that their 
characterizations fit the identified generational conceptions of success 
among women. We now inspect the characters based on the formation of 
their life stories. 
 
Vicarious (Grandmother) Generation 
Soon Shin’s grandmother, Shim Makrye, has a characterization that 
follows the Vicarious Generation. She lived with her son’s family and did 
not have personal resources. She puts great pride in having Changhoon as 
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a son, even slightly belittling her daughter-in-law. She had great influence 
over the family’s decisions, and in a familial context that can be 
considered a success. However, she was essentially powerless without her 
son. Had her in-law been less gracious to her, she would have nothing 
after her son’s death. The discovery of Changhoon’s possible affair was 
shameful for her and it seemed like her position in the family was 
damaged greatly. As her success was attained through her son, so did her 
demise. 
 
Familial (Mother) Generation 
 Jong-Ae fits the mentality of the Familial Generation. She was portrayed 
as a loving mother supportive of her family’s pursuits. She was successful 
in raising three educated daughters and she received satisfaction from that. 
Jong-Ae had decision-making power within the family to an extent that 
she could maneuver resources with authority. Following the bokbuin 
character however, she was portrayed to have made speculative 
investments (Soon Shin’s initial casting fee) that led to getting swindled. 
Of course, that was not in pursuit of profit but of her daughter’s happiness. 
Jong-Ae was portrayed to have had more influence in the success of her 
family and her children. She could accord herself some credit not only for 
giving birth to good daughters but also for being integral to their success. 
However, she did not have economic power outside what her husband 
made, which forced her to work as a server at her friend’s restaurant when 
Changhoon died. Even then, she worked not for her own actualization, 
but to continue supporting her family. 
 
Diverted (Daughter) Generation 
Although Miryeong was around the same age of Jong-Ae, her 
characterization fits the Diverted Generation mentality better. Miryeong 
was a metaphor of individualism, relentless in her pursuit of actualization 
as an actress. She left her child, in her belief that the public will not be 
kind to a single mother. For this generation, the expectation for the 
mother to forgo actualization and perform familial responsibility was 
strong. This fits as a motivation of Miryeong’s commitment to her career 
and, more importantly, her controversial decisions. 
The inevitability of choosing the family and its seeming mutual 
exclusivity with actualization also outlines the story of Hyeshin, Soon 
Shin’s eldest sister. Her decision to give up her career to be a housewife, 
although was an intentional choice, eventually became a problem. When 
her husband cheated leading to their divorce, she was left with very little 
economic capability to support her daughter alone.  
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Hyeshin, however, had the decisiveness of a younger and more educated 
generation. She did breakaway from a toxic marriage. Her lack of 
economic power was the challenge to her actualization, nevertheless. She 
had to take translation jobs to make do, because she had a daughter to 
support. As her daughter’s welfare became the center of her being, there 
was no other outlet for her agency. This also made her cautious of 
remarrying. 
 
Compromised (New) Generation 
The writer seemed to have tried injecting feminist ideals in Yooshin’s 
character—choosing specifically a masculine product handled by a 
female marketing manager. Her male bosses and subordinates respected 
her and recognized her talent and hard work. In a sense, Yooshin lived a 
potentially self-actualizing life until she encounters the decision to enter 
marriage. In doing so, however, the strong woman was also characterized 
as aggressive, cranky, and stubborn which risked showing Yooshin as 
difficult instead of admirable. 
     She was reluctant to marry, believing it was burdensome. Yet it was 
not because she was chasing her career or she wants to avoid 
housework—it was because of what everyone expected her to give up for 
marriage. Her boyfriend’s mother (Jong-Ae’s friend) held her marriage 
hostage until Yooshin learned to serve her boyfriend and his family. Of 
course, Yooshin was vehement about these demands, and the writer made 
it clear that the mother-in-law was the one being difficult. Here we see the 
interaction of Familial and Compromised, a mother who thinks women 
should manage the household, and a reluctant daughter-in-law who had 
life bigger than the household and who eventually had to compromise. 
The writer partnered Yooshin with an ideal husband however—one also 
from the New Generation, who despite being a hardworking doctor, was 
still willing to do his share of housework. He respected Yooshin’s 
perseverance as a career woman. They had the makings of a modern 
working family—both career professionals able to provide for the family. 
Unfortunately, Yooshin will probably eventually need to take a break 
from work once the couple decides to have children. There is an 
increasing number of people in Korea who think husbands and wives 
should share housework equally but there is a huge disconnect to the 
number of those who actually do. (Statistics Korea, 2015) The debate can 
digress to question who is busier and needs to be excused from unpaid 
housework, disregarding its difficulty. 
     The full attention of mothers with spec generation children who could 
afford to stop working could be required. (Cho, 2015) In the family setup 
of Yooshin and Chanwook, one of them must give up their career to help 



162 
 

their children and that will most likely be the wife. Despite the affinity of 
the New Generation to liberal ideas, the woman is still expected to 
compromise.  
 
Neotraditional (Spec Generation) 
Lee Soon Shin was the portrayal of a young lady from the Spec 
Generation, but one that did not gain enough specs to secure a desirable 
and stable job. 
     The frustrations of this generation with their outlook in employment 
was the bigger theme of the drama for which the author sent strong 
messages on perseverance despite the odds. Soon Shin’s relationship with 
her adoptive mother Jong-ae was also a portrayal of the phenomenon of 
overworked elderly and underemployed youth in Korea, with the older 
generation having to return to work because their economically powerless 
children cannot help them. (Hyun J.-W. , 2010; Cho, 2015)  
     As for intersectionality in the drama, we are presented a protagonist 
both female, with less academic credential, and middle class. The 
disadvantages were not presented as systemically connected. However, 
Lee Soon Shin’s struggle and success must still be dissected to see if the 
narratives could be empowering to the younger generation of Korean 
women. 
     For example, although Soon Shin worked hard to earn recognition as 
an actress, the story coincided with her rebelliousness against both 
Miryeong and Jong-ae. This somehow reduced her actualization process 
to be reactionary only to her mothers, both vilified to some extent in the 
story. Similarly, mothers today find their own success in helping their 
child but are vilified when the child gets either spoiled or depressed. 
Fathers seem to be spared of such criticism. The passionate pursuit of 
one’s dream was presented alongside images of mothers shown in a bad 
light—empowering and limiting women at the same time, coming short in 
explaining the circumstances that made the mothers. 
     In addition, Soon Shin’s success story was still anchored on causes 
that were out of her control—the fateful meeting with Shin Junho and 
even the pursuit of an uncertain acting career itself, a modern-day 
fairytale. 
     Soon Shin received special attention from the CEO. Surely, Junho 
recognized her potential and passion as an actress. However, the infusion 
of the love angle diluted the portrayal of Soon Shin’s personal capacity 
and shifted more of her success towards social circumstance—worse, luck. 
The nature of their meeting used a popular character development 
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formula of Asian romantic comedies: a cold-hearted man 3  eventually 
falling for a charming damsel in distress. Soon Shin was not casted 
through an exceptional acting audition. Junho picked her randomly, 
trained her, fell in love with her, and in the process, became instrumental 
to her success. The progression of Soon Shin’s actualization trajectory 
would have been very different without meeting Junho. 
     The character development of Soon Shin itself gives way to her 
portrayal of fragility. Junho had to rescue her many times, often from 
attacks by other female characters. In a way, the fragility of Soon Shin 
showed, as the concerns of the groups protesting the drama’s name feared. 
But what is more of a concern is Soon Shin’s likeness to actual women of 
her generation today.  
     Soon Shin was empowered, in a way, through her discovery of her 
acting talent and her pursuit of a career she cared about. However, the 
larger than life nature of her success discounted her efficacy as a provider 
of empowerment to a female audience. 
The selection of Soon Shin’s career is extremely aspirational, and 
although that is not negative, the drama presented it as a rather escapist 
resolution to Soon Shin’s employment dilemma instead of an intentional 
pursuit of a career she had always dreamed of. 
     Opposite is the Spec Generation who does find the entertainment 
industry an attractive alternative to traditional professional careers. But 
the industry is even more competitive than the traditional ones, which 
makes Soon Shin’s trajectory counter to expected. 
Acting and singing careers in Korea are quite lucrative, but only when 
you become part of the A-list eventually. Nevertheless, even young 
children in elementary schools dream of becoming KPop stars, choosing 
it as their top career choice. (Park J. , 2015) This is because the few who 
do make it are rewarded exponentially. This has led to the opening of 
private academies training children as young as 6 years old for regular 
auditions the entertainment companies hold. (Power, 2016)  
     It is not only a matter of hard work, of course. For example, even SM 
Entertainment—the biggest entertainment company in Korea can only 
debut one group every several years. Aside from the cutthroat auditions, 
some trainees they sign on can train for as much as 7 years without 
assurance of debut. (Jo, 2015)  

                                                 
3 In Japanese manga culture, the Tsundere (ツンデレ) refers to the character 
development style that is initially aloof and distanced but actually hides a caring 
nature. (Eisenbeis 2013) The term initially described female characters, but its 
more popularly used in Korean media to refer to the outwardly hostile male 
character that eventually reveals his caring nature. 
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     This makes Lee Soon Shin’s pursuit of an acting career an idealized 
one—the girl who was told she was not “enough” was able to work her 
way into the industry very quickly. It is indeed encouraging when we talk 
about the youth pursuing their dreams, but that is where the actual 
melodrama begins. Her personal agency was played down so much in the 
beginning that even when she discovered her talent in acting, she needed 
an extreme amount of luck and goodwill that you cannot expect outside 
fiction. 
 
Talking to each generation 
Having characters relatable for each generation, the drama had an 
opportunity to articulate empowering messages for specific sets of 
subjectivities. Similarly, for other media content, there is a need to talk to 
each generation differently because they are products of different 
circumstances.  
     For example, when talking to a woman from the mother generation, 
one must consider that they likely operate in a familial context. It may be 
counterproductive to portray them as insensitive mothers-in-law per se. It 
can be helpful to provide context to a female character’s sensibilities to 
avoid reducing her to being “difficult”. 
     Constant discourse promoting understanding among women from 
different backgrounds needs to appear in media contents. This way, each 
can sympathize with the hardships every woman can experience under 
societal structures that they need to overcome. 
 
Public reception 
A quick look at blogs related to keywords “최고다 이순신” (drama title) 
on a popular search portal pulls up blogs that mostly discuss the drama 
because of the celebrities.  
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[Fiture 2] Focus of First 30 Blog Search Results for 
"최고다이순신" in Naver.com

[Including only posts created in 2013-2014, Sorted by 
Relevance]
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     Being one of the highest rating weekend dramas in Korea (Kim G. , 
2016), one would expect a deeper introspection on the story. Specifically 
searching for the keyword “review”, some insightful posts are returned. 
For example, one blogger questioned why the drama title is “You’re the 
Best, Lee Soon Shin” yet her success story became secondary to the plot 
of her birth secret 4 . Also, some blogs addressed the title issue and 
discussed Soon Shin’s success story slightly. The discussion of issues 
raised in the drama in a critical feminist perspective was not evident, 
however, in the sampled blogs. 
     Only two discussed feminist concerns—arguing for Miryeong’s life 
choices and finding inspiration in Yooshin’s persistence. In addition, the 
blogs did not discuss the drama as portrayal of real-world issues except 
the elements on the 800,000 Won Generation. The appreciation of the 
messages on unconditional love and happiness being more important than 
success may be considered as a critique to Korean childrearing. However, 
the blogs did not actively connect the messages to reality. 
 
[Figure 3] 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     With 1,103 blog posts just in Naver.com, along with the high 
viewership, there was clear interest in the drama. Using pop culture 
contents and highly accessible media like this drama has an enormous 
potential to broadcast messages that empower audiences aside from 
presenting realistic characters in larger-than-life plots. More importantly, 
                                                 
4 http://blog.naver.com/0125nhn/150174763132 (Author Anonymous) 
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there already seems to be a genuine intent to inspire the youth in these 
stories. We might as well help make the delivery more effective and 
intersectional. 
     Although this blog analysis cannot give the full picture of audience 
interpretation, it is indicative that the presented narratives in this drama 
did not highlight feminist issues to the audience. At most, it invited 
empathy for the female characters. The message carried by the main 
character, Soon Shin, was indeed lost in the grandness of her birth secret 
and the setup of the story where she ends up constantly being saved.  
      These observations show, again, that mainstreaming of gender 
equality messages is needed to provide the consumers of media more 
accessible cues to help them empathize with women’s struggles in the 
Korean society. 
 
 
A Short Comparison: The Drama “What Happens to My Family” 
(가족끼리 왜 이래?) 
A year later, KBS released another weekend drama featuring popular 
singer-actor Park Hyungsik in a role eerily similar to Lee Soon Shin’s. 
Cha Dalbong, the protagonist, from the same generation—found his job 
hunt difficult, got scammed and got into trouble. His family consists of a 
widowed dad, a sister who was a very aggressive career woman, and a 
brother who was an ambitious doctor. Generationally parallel with Soon 
Shin’s family and also with a widowed parent, Dalbong’s family was 
never financially troubled: their remaining parent was male and owned a 
tofu shop. 
     Dalbong, who had talent in cooking, became employed at a restaurant 
managed by an old friend who became a rival with his love interest 
Seowool. Because of the rivalry, his success in the shop (impressing the 
boss) was still via his own personal capacity. Seowool was essentially 
immaterial to Dalbong’s economic trajectory unlike Shin Junho for Soon 
Shin.  
     Eventually, Dalbong earned his ailing father’s trust to continue 
running the tofu shop, showing clearly the personal agency of Dalbong in 
the drama. Perhaps if the female youth’s stories were also discussed in 
this way, it would inspire them to take more control over their future.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 
This paper traced the development of ideas on female success in Korean 
society throughout its generations. The exercise provided a frame with 
which narratives and expectations surrounding female agency and success 
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may be inspected. Essentially, the understanding of these narratives, how 
they came about, and how they continue to be propagated can become the 
proper foundation of policy promoting economic equality for women in 
Korea. More than the economic benefits of solving gender inequality, the 
promotion of welfare, human rights, and social justice must constitute a 
society’s compass in its correction. 
     Ultimately, empowering women in their conception of success can 
shed light on the many injustices they overlook because of the historical 
focus on “more important” concerns. Moreover, the understanding of 
inequality’s intersections—in class, labor, education, gender, and more—
consolidates progressive movements in Korea, potentially producing a 
deeper internalization of liberalism and democracy. There is a lot to be 
achieved when people are aware that liberties must be applied with no 
exceptions and no contradictions for any person. 
     It is also important in Korean society for feminists and sympathizers to 
continue mainstreaming more liberal ideas in female actualization. This is 
not to bring judgment on the way of life of Korean families today, but to 
present alternative realities that women could instead be living—the idea 
that they have as much choice as any man, that raising a family does not 
have to mean forgoing dreams. 
Oppression may or may not have been an intentional, but social structures 
that resulted from historical events nevertheless propagated it. This is the 
reason why oppression get internalized and it becomes difficult to evoke 
empathy without presenting and repeating issues in mainstream 
discourses. 
     Enriching the narratives that widen the life spaces of women will not 
only inform them of their potential but also contribute to the wealth of 
arguments against all social hierarchies and structures that have been 
considered as “given” or a “fact of life”. This way, the women, especially 
the youth can start writing their own stories with no imagination of limits 
and weaknesses that society has presumed they have. This way, the 
expectations surrounding a girl named Lee Soon Shin will not offend the 
memory of a great admiral, because she, too, can be great. 
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POLITICS OF LANGUAGE IN “KOREAN STYLE 
MULTICULTURALISM”: UTILIZATION OF FILIPINO LANGUAGE IN 
KOREAN LANGUAGE TEXTBOOKS FOR MARRIAGE MIGRANTS  

 

Ronel O. Laranjo 
 

Abstract  

Filipino, the national language of the Philippines, is used in other 
countries not just to promote the language and Philippine culture. This 
paper examines how the language is utilized in order to facilitate the 
mastery of the Korean language as well as the assimilation of marriage 
migrants into Korean society. The Republic of Korea has recently been 
shifting towards a multicultural society. This shift has given way to a 
government-sponsored multicultural policy, which seems flawed and has 
given birth to another social problem. According to Korean scholars Kim 
(2011), Watson (2010), and Lee (2015), the concept of multiculturalism is 
quite problematic because it promotes assimilation rather than the 
recognition of different cultures. This paper also aims to examine the 
dynamics of the politics of language in “multicultural” Korea by 
analyzing texts written in Filipino/Tagalog distributed by different 
Korean government agencies. These texts will be described, interpreted, 
and explained using Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis.  

Keywords: multiculturalism, Filipino language, marriage migrants, 
politics of language, critical discourse analysis. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE ANXIETY OF KOREAN STUDENTS IN 
REGULAR SCHOOL IN THE PHILIPPINES  

Jasmine Sabrina J. Rombaoa 

 

ABSTRACT  

The Philippines has become a destination among Korean students who 
would like to learn English. Apart from enrolling in language learning 
centers, some Koreans would prefer enrolling their children in regular 
schools in the Philippines. Being international students in regular private 
schools in the Philippines, these Korean students are bound to use English 
and Filipino inside and outside the classroom. Learning two foreign 
languages at the same time for an academic purpose may be a challenging 
task for Korean learners. This study aims to explore the Korean students’ 
experience in learning both Filipino and English, specifically their level 
of anxiety in learning both languages. 

The study used a survey adopting the Foreign Language Classroom 
Anxiety Scale developed by Horwitz, Horwitz, and Cope (1986) in 
determining the language anxiety of Korean students in learning Filipino 
and English. The study will be among Korean students, from Grade 1 to 
College, enrolled in a regular private educational institution in Quezon 
City. The results of this study will help identify anxiety levels of Korean 
students and may help in the development of teaching and learning 
techniques to aid Korean students in learning new languages. Further, this 
preliminary study may be a beginning of further researches on Foreign 
Language Anxiety among Koreans in the Philippines and other countries. 

 
Keywords:  Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety, Korean Students, 
Philippines, English, Filipino 

 

The Philippines has become a destination for Koreans in the recent years. 
In fact, one may observe several areas in the Metro Manila and other 
metropolitan areas in the country having Korean nationals and 
establishments, specifically Korean groceries, restaurants, karaoke, and 
language learning centers among others. Apart from being a business and 



179 
 

tourist destination, Philippines has become an education destination 
among Koreans.  
     According to former Philippine Ambassador to Republic of Korea 
Luis Cruz, Koreans stay in the Philippines for the weather and English 
language learning (Diola, 2013). Further, the Philippines Department of 
Tourism aims to attract more Koreans to the country through English 
language learning. The Philippine Department of Tourism Secretary 
Wanda Teo encourages Koreans, Japanese, Chinese, and Taiwanese to 
study English as a Second Language (ESL) in the Philippines and exerts 
that the ESL industry aims to keep the credible teachers in the Philippines 
(Sausa, 2017). As part of this boom in the education tourism industry, 
South Korean tourists have a record of 1,475,081 arrivals in the 
Philippines in the past year, which was one-fourth of the country’s total 
visitor arrival (Sausa, 2017). Further, South Koreans come to the country 
not only to study in ESL learning centers. They also come to the 
Philippines to pursue formal education. One of the indicators of this is the 
reported 1,530 South Korean students who applied for a student visa to 
pursue higher education in the Philippines in 2014 (Santos, 2014). In the 
Inquirer article of Tina G. Santos (2014), she stated that the Koreans are 
the top international students in Philippine universities. Next to them are 
the Indians, Iranians, Chinese, and Nepalese respectively (Santos, 2014). 
     Despite being a destination for ESL learning, the Philippines remains a 
bilingual country. English may be an official language in the Philippines; 
however, there are 120 to 180 languages in the whole country, and most 
Filipinos speak one or two of these languages more, and most of the time 
better, than English. Thus, an ESL learner in the Philippines is exposed in 
both English and a Filipino language inside and outside an ESL 
classroom in the country. 
     Further, Korean students are not confined to learning the English 
language in ESL learning centers in the country. Regular schools, 
colleges, and universities opened their doors to international students 
which means Korean nationals are enrolled in regular classes in the 
country, studying the same curriculum that a Filipino student takes. This 
exposes the Korean learners to Filipino curriculum, Filipino students, and 
Filipino learners that primarily speak a native language and use English 
inside the classroom. 
     This paper explores how Koreans studying in a regular school feel 
about their language classes in the Philippines. It focuses on the foreign 
language anxiety of Korean students in both English and Filipino subjects. 
Specifically, the paper aims to answer the following questions: 
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1. What is the level of Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety of 
Korean Learners in the English language? 

2. What is the level of Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety of 
Korean Learners in the Filipino language? 

3. Is there are a relationship between the level of Foreign Language 
Classroom Anxiety of Korean Learners in the English and 
Filipino languages? 

 
 
Review of Related Literature 
It has been proven that anxiety negatively interferes with various types of 
learning and has been one of the most highly tested variables in all of 
psychology and education (Horwitz, 2001). Language learning anxiety 
has been studied by different scholars all over the world. Further, it has 
been found out that anxiety negatively affects language learning, 
specifically. Different studies on anxiety and self-esteem and their 
relationship with learning a language and academic achievement have 
been published. Language anxiety has been a topic in several studies in 
universities in Korea.  
     In 2003, Jang Jong Duk wrote a dissertation at the University of New 
York at Buffalo entitled, Relationship Between Student Anxiety and 
Corrective Feedback: Case of Korean College -Level EFL Learners. The 
study was conducted among 819 Korean university-level EFL learners. 
The results revealed that the participants moderate or average levels of 
foreign language anxiety. Further, it also revealed that the correlations 
between EFL learners' attitudes toward error correction and anxiety levels 
were statistically significant across all proficiency levels and in all foreign 
language anxiety factors (Jang, 2003). 
     A study conducted by Kim Sung Yeon (2009) looked into the foreign 
language learner anxiety and motivational goal orientations of 59 Korean 
college students learning English. The result of the study revealed 
different classroom contexts have a significant effect on student anxiety 
in learning English. Further, the researcher concluded that the participants 
in the study were found to experience higher levels of anxiety in classes 
that require conversation more than in classes that require reading in 
English (Kim, 2009). It is worthy to take note of the recommendation that: 
 

“instructors have a responsibility to create a learning 
environment in which both mastery and performance goals are 
promoted. To help students keep a balance between mastery 
goals and performance goals, instructors should use strategies to 



181 
 

foster mastery goals, such as providing personalized instruction 
and using materials that appeal to student interests” (Kim, 2009). 
 

     Basco and Han (2016) conducted a study among Korean University 
students and tested their self-esteem, motivation, and anxiety and their 
relation to language learning. In their study, they found out that the 
students that participated in their study had a moderate level of self-
esteem, motivation, and anxiety. With this, they concluded that the 
students' academic performance affects their self-esteem, motivation, and 
anxiety. Further, they explained the higher the level of English 
proficiency the higher the level of self-esteem and motivation and the 
lower the level of anxiety (Basco & Han, 2016).  
     To measure the anxiety in a foreign language classroom setting in 
general, Horwitz, Horwitz, and Cope (1986 in Horwitz, 2001) proposed 
the Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety Scale (FLCAS). According to 
Horwitz, Horwitz, and Cope a learner’s anxiety in the language classroom 
is different in other language situations since a language learner will be 
evaluated according to language standards that are unknown or uncertain 
to him (1986 in Horwitz, 2001). To measure the language anxiety in the 
classroom Horwitz, Horwitz, and Cope developed the FLCAS which has 
three major categories: Category 1: Communication apprehension (items 
1, 4, 9, 14, 15, 18, 24, 27, 29, 30, 32); Category 2: Fear of feedback by 
peers and teachers (items 2, 7, 13, 19, 23, 31, 33); and Category 3: Fear of 
language tests (items 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 28) 
(ACE-Wild Commission, n.d.).  The FLCAS has been used in different 
studies looking into students’ level of foreign language anxiety. 
 
 
Methodology 
The FLCAS was administered to 24 learners who have given consent to 
take part in the study. Unlike in the other studies mentioned whose 
participants were college students, the participants ranged from Grade 1 
to 2nd Year College Korean learners who are enrolled in a private college 
in Quezon City. The spectrum of participants warrants a consent from 
their guardians, and only those who were allowed by their guardians to 
answer were part of the study. Out of the more than 35 Korean students 
enrolled in the campus, only 24 were allowed to answer the survey. 
Among the 24 participants who answered the survey, two were removed 
from the database because one of them is a five-year-old student who 
lacks understanding of the questionnaire and the other one was born and 
raised in the Philippines. 
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     The participants were asked to answer the FLCAS with both English 
and Korean translation for better understanding. It was explained that the 
students should answer the scale honesty and that their data will be 
confidential. Further, the researcher explained that the study aims to 
understand how students felt about their English and Filipino classes. 
 
 
Results and Discussion 
The FLCAS is interpreted in a way that those who score 33 to 75 have a 
low level of foreign language classroom anxiety, while those who score 
76 to 119 have medium or moderate foreign language classroom anxiety, 
and those who scored 120 and above have a high level of foreign 
language classroom anxiety.  
     To answer the first research question, “What is the level of Foreign 
Language Classroom Anxiety of Korean Learners in the English 
language?" the researcher computed the FLCAS results of the participants 
(see Table 1). The result for English FLCAS reveals that generally, the 
participants have a moderate or medium level of anxiety. The lowest level 
of anxiety falls on Category 3: Fear of Language Tests. This suggests that 
these Korean language learners are prepared for their English tests. 
     It is worth to know that most of the participants (especially those 
enrolled in the grade school and junior high school) are currently enrolled 
in language centers (hagwons) in neighboring the school. They have 
continuous learning of the English language outside campus through their 
language learning centers. Further, they are prepared for language tests as 
they seem to be eager in studying the language. 
     Those who are not currently enrolled in a language center 
simultaneously to attending regular school have at least entered a 
language center before attending regular classes. A college student among 
the participants stated that he does not attend language centers anymore 
because language centers offer support in the English language only and 
not in the content area. Time spent in studying English only in a center 
could be spent in understanding content area subjects better. 
     Another striking comment among the participants is on the content of 
their English classes. One of the participants in the junior high school 
remarked that the lessons that they were currently learning were presented 
to them when they were in grade school. She asserted that it is time for 
them to learn new topics in English. 
     For the second research question: “What is the level of Foreign 
Language Classroom Anxiety of Korean Learners in the Filipino 
language?” the FLCAS result for the Filipino subject was computed (see 
Table 2). The result shows that though the anxiety level scores were 
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higher for Filipino, the participants generally, had moderate foreign 
language anxiety for the Filipino classroom. It has been marked that 
Category 1: Communication Apprehension has the highest language 
anxiety scores among the three categories. 
     This result may be caused by the objective of the participants for 
studying in the Philippines. They came to the Philippines to learn English 
and not the vernacular or the Filipino language; however, they are 
required to speak, learn, and attend classes in Filipino. This may have 
caused their apprehension from using the language. 
     Further, it was revealed during the interviews that the participants had 
different treatments when it comes to their Filipino classes. Some of them 
had Special Filipino classes, while some were already transferred to 
regular Filipino classes. This may have caused different attitudes and 
apprehension among them.  
     Also, a participant strongly commented that even though she liked 
learning Filipino, she came to the Philippines to learn English. Further, 
she again mentioned that she is anxious about the repetition of the topics 
for both English and Filipino subjects. 
     It is important to consider as well a response from another participant 
who has been in the Philippines for less than a year. He had lower 
FLCAS results in Filipino compared to English despite being in the 
Philippines for only a few months. He attributes his attitude to his 
Filipino teacher whom he regards as the best teacher. 
     To answer the final research question: "Is there a relationship between 
the level of Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety of Korean Learners in 
the English and Filipino languages?" Pearson Correlation Coefficient was 
computed for the scores of English and Filipino FLCAS. Pearson 
Coefficient was computed at 0.609 which indicate moderate positive 
correlation. This suggests that FLCAS level for English may affect the 
level of Filipino, and vice versa. This explains why even though the 
Filipino anxiety level is partially higher than that of English, the two 
scores are about the same level across all categories (see Figure 1). 
 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the results of the study on the foreign language anxiety of 
Korean students studying in a private institution in the Philippines, the 
following conclusions were made: 
 

• Korean students studying in the Philippines have moderate 
English language classroom anxiety based on the FLCAS. 
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• Korean students studying in the Philippines have moderate 
Filipino language classroom anxiety based on the FLCAS. 

• The English and Filipino language classroom anxiety levels are 
related to each other, and one may affect the other. 

 
 
Recommendations 
Several recommendations can be made from the results and further 
findings coming from the research, survey, and interviews of the current 
study. The first recommendation is for the Philippine Department of 
Education and schools to review their language curriculum. It was 
observed by some students that there is a repetition in the topics in the 
English curriculum and this may add to their anxiety and apprehension in 
learning English. 
     The second recommendation is for the Department of Tourism and 
Department of Education to align their goals regarding making the 
Philippines a destination for ESL Education. The current curriculum is 
offering Mother-Tongue-Based Multi-lingual Education and geared 
towards the promotion of the mother-tongue languages in the Philippines. 
This will not be ideal if the Philippines would like to promote ESL 
education. Currently, several Korean students comment that even though 
they use English in class and materials they have a lot of Filipino 
classmates who are not good in English and it bothers them. Thus, it is 
suggested to also have language centers on local campuses to provide 
supplementary English learning assistance to students, foreign and local, 
to still promote the English language in the higher level of education. 
     The third recommendation is for teachers to promote a healthy 
classroom environment and relationship with students. Students who 
regard their teachers positively have lower language anxiety, thus having 
higher performance in their language classroom. This attitude will help 
students learn better and have a positive attitude towards the language and 
their classes. 
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Tables 
 

Table 1. FLCAS Result for English 
 
RESPONDENT CAT 1 CAT 2 CAT 3 TOTAL 
A 18 12 22 52 
B 18 14 26 58 
C 22 10 28 60 
D 19 17 26 62 
E 23 18 33 74 
F 25 17 37 79 
G 27 15 37 79 
H 26 18 41 85 
I 26 25 39 90 
J 31 19 41 91 
K 31 18 42 91 
L 27 25 41 93 
M 32 22 41 95 
N 35 23 39 97 
O 36 24 45 105 
P 37 23 49 109 
Q 36 26 48 110 
R 36 24 51 111 
S 39 27 46 112 
T 41 23 54 118 
U 39 26 56 121 
V 40 25 56 121 
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Table 2. FLCAS Result for Filipino 
 
RESPONDENT CAT 1 CAT 2 CAT 3 TOTAL 
A 14 12 23 49 
B 38 27 47 112 
C 25 20 42 87 
D 29 22 43 94 
E 23 16 38 77 
F 33 21 47 101 
G 28 16 36 80 
H 28 17 31 76 
I 43 25 59 127 
J 29 15 34 78 
K 31 16 40 87 
L 40 27 52 119 
M 33 20 44 97 
N 35 30 43 108 
O 36 20 48 104 
P 39 26 56 121 
Q 44 27 51 122 
R 34 20 39 93 
S 51 30 66 147 
T 30 23 50 103 
U 39 26 50 115 
V 40 26 61 127 
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Figures 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Mean scores for each category and the total score of the 
FLCAS. 
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1. History of Korean Aid

 

 

✓ “From Poors to Riches” 

✓ “The First-aid Recipient Turned Donor” 

✓ “Miracle of Han River” 

✓ “Development is Possible”  (Adelman)

■ How Korea has developed?

<1950s>

<present>
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< Jangchung Arena, 1963 >< Food Aid in 1950s >

 

 

Foreign 
investment

Korea as a recipient country
As a recipient country, Korea received ODA from foreign countries total amount of 12 
billion USD. Ranging from emergency relief to structural readjustment program, ODA 
significantly contributed to Korea’s economic and social development.

1945

Liberation

1950-53

Korean War

1960-70s

1980-90s

Economic 
growth

Humanitarian 
relief

reconstruction

excluded from the 
list of ODA recipient 
countries (2000)
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Korea as a donor country
In 1963 Korean hosted training program for public officials of developing countries for the first time 
funded by the U.S. To respond to the growing demand from partner countries, the Korean government 
gradually funded more of its assistance projects on its own budget.

1963
Invite 

trainees1967
Dispatch 
experts

1977
Start 

Grant aid

1987
Establish

EDCF
1991
Found 
KOICA

2010
Join 

OECD/DAC

Basic ODA structure

With USAID sponsorship

Provide Korean 
equipment

USD 1 million

 

 

2. KOICA at a glance
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Contribute to addressing global development issues by pursuing global 
harmony and facilitating the sustainable socio-economic development of 
our partner countries, aiming to reduce poverty and improve the quality of 
life in developing countries

KOICA ?

Mission

Envision a development cooperation platform that works to initiate a new 
era of global happiness

Vision

• Korea International Cooperation Agency
• Established under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(April 1st 1991)

 

 

KOICA ?
• Korea International Cooperation Agency
• Established under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(April 1st 1991)

Year ‘09 ’10 ‘11 ‘12 ’13 ’14 ’15 ’16 ’17

Total(million 
USD) 368 370 431 432 477 551 647 628 849

Increase(%) 0.5 16.5 0.2 10.4 11 17.4 △2.9 35.2

■ Budget

■ Staff

✓KOICA Staff  (As of May 2016)

Headquarters & 49 Overseas Offices with 468 staffs of total 
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Overseas 
Office

Latin 
America (8)

Asia (15)

Middle east / CIS 
(6)

Africa (16)

OECD (1)

UN (1)
48 offices 
in 47 countries

∙ International  
organization 

(2)

∙ Overseas office 
(46)

DR Congo
Mozambique
Uganda
Rwanda
Ethiopia
Ghana
Nigeria
Cameroon

Morocco
Algeria
Tunisia
Tanzania
Egypt
Kenya
Senegal
Cote d’l voire

Afghanistan   
Vietnam   
Indonesia   
Mongolia   
Philippines
Laos
Cambodia
Myanmar

Pakistan
Nepal
Bangladesh
Sri Lanka 
East Timor
Solomon Island
Fiji

Iraq (2)
Palestine
Jordan
Uzbekistan
Azerbaijan
Kyrgyzstan

Peru
Bolivia
Paraguay
Guatemala
El Salvador
Ecuador
Colombia
Haiti

 

• Sector

■KOICA  development assistance efforts

• Region

<2010-2015>
by ODA KOREA

Asia
53.02%

Unallocated
10.75%

Oceania
0.43%

America
7.44%

Europe
2.53%

Middle East
8.15%

Africa
17.67%

Social 
Infrastructure 

& Service
53.02%

Economic 
Infrastructure 

& Services
28.7%

Production Sectors 
8.5%

Environment 1.9%

Multi-sector/Cross-cutting
5.6%

Humanitarian aid       
2.6%

Administrative costs
4.4%

Unallocated & Unspecified
3.0%
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■KOICA development assistance efforts

<1991-2015>

581,939,078 dollars

15,596,190
dollars

 

3. KOICA Philippines office
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History

■KOICA  Philippines office

1994 Philippines office opened

2017 20 million dollars

197

million 
dollars

Project/Deep (55)

Trainees (2,854)

Volunteers (5,534)

23 personnel

10 Korean Staff

13 Local Staff

Projects (15), Trainees (180), 
Volunteers (41)

1990 1st batch of KOVs dispatched

 

ODA strategy

Philippine 
Development 
Plan

Country 
Partnership 
Strategy 
for Philippines

Sustainable 
Development 
Goals

NEW 
PDP

2017-2022

NEW
CPS

2016-2020

SDGs
Post-2015

KOICA Philippines office
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Project  (15 Projects) 

HealthAgriculture Infrastructure Education
4 Projects5 Projects 3 Projects 2 Projects

4 Major Priorities

“Country Partnership Strategy”

Disaster
Preparedness

1 Project

 

Project  (15 Projects) 

Project for Mitigating Climate Change Impacts 
Through Sustainable Upland Waterland Management 
and Installation of Small Water Impoundings in 
Isabella and Bukidnon District (‘10-’17)

Integrated Agricultural Development Project (‘13-
’16)

Enhancing the Capacity of Production and 
Distribution of High-quality Rice Seeds (‘13-’17)

Rehabilitation of Felipe Abrigo Memorial 
Hospital, Referral Hospital of Cuiuan
Interlocal Health Zone (‘15-’18)

The Project for Establishment of 
Interoperable Health Information System for 
CALABARZON (‘14-’17)

Reconstructing and Strengthening VSU 
Tolosa Campus (‘14-’17)

Integrated, Equity Focused Service Delivery 
for Accelerated Improvement of Maternal 
and Newborn Health (‘15-’18)

Panay Island Upland Sustainable Rural 
Development Project (‘15-’19)

Northern Iloilo Comprehensive Fishery 
Development and Rehabilitation Program (‘15-’17)

The Iloilo Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Area(GIDA) Health System 
Strenghtening Project (‘13-’17)

Automation of Flood Early Warning System for 
Disaster Mitigation in Greater Metro Manila (‘15-
’17) Program for Devris and Waste 

Management and Vocational Training 
Capacity-building in Samar Region of 
Philippines (‘14-’17)

Agriculture

Infrastructure

Health

Education

Better Life for Out-of-School Girls in 
Tacloban to Fight Against Poverty and 
Injustice in the Philippines (‘17-’20)

The Entire region
Enhancing Criminal Investigation Capability of the Philippine 
National Police (‘16-’18)
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Capacity Improvement & 
Advancement for Tomorrow (CIAT) : USD 1.45 million

Global training
Single-country 
training Master’s Degree

- 36 Courses

- 59 Participants

- 6 Courses

- 127 Participants

- 4 Universities

- 7 Participants

Philippine KOICA Fellow 
Association(PhilKOFA) Since 2001

For building cooperative network among alumni 

About 2,850 alumni in total

 

World Friends Korea (WFK) Volunteers

What is World Friends Korea?

World Friends Korea is the overseas volunteer group of the Korean 
government that helps people across the globe by providing technical 
assistance and support, while enhancing Korea’s brand value.

• KOICA Overseas Volunteers

• IT Volunteers

• University Volunteers • Science & Techno Peace Corps

• Saemaul Leader Volunteers

• KOICA International 
Development Volunteers

• Global Saemaul Young Specalist

• WFK Advisors
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√ KOICA Overseas Volunteer (34)

√ Global Saemaul Young Specialist (1)

√ Saemaul Leader Volunteer (4)

WFK Volunteers in the Philippines
Since 1990, 622 volunteers have been deployed to the country to provide technical assistance and 
support to provincial and local government units, national government agencies, and the academe.

- Provides skills and knowledge 
transfer in five areas: Agriculture, 
Education, Health, Industry and 
Energy, and Rural Development

- Contributes to KOICA rural 
development project sites

- Implements rural development 
projects (Saemaul Pilot Villages)

Bontoc (1)
Quirino (2)

Leyte (3)

Albay (4)

Camarines Sur (4)

Cebu (4)

Bohol (6)

Manila (2)

Negros 
Occidental (1)

Aklan (4) Iloilo (2)

Negros 
Oriental (3)

Antique (3)

Total: 39 volunteers as of 11.10.17

 

Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Program
Through PPP, KOICA undertakes development projects in partnership with diverse development actors 
such as CSOs, businesses and academia, to fight against poverty and promote better living standards.

PPP Program Organization Name Project Name

1. Civil-Society
Partnership

Project (CPP)

Good People Philippines Integrated Recovery & Reconstruction (‘15-’17)

Ecopeace Asia KOICA Agroforestry Project in General Nakar, Quezon (’15-’17)

CAMP Asia Skills Training & Capacity Building for the Urban Poor (Relocatees)
(’15-’17)

Global Together
Improving Maternal Health of Poor Communities in Puerto Princesa,

Palawan (‘16-’18)

Eastern Social Welfare
Society

Operating Angeles Eastern Child Center for Urban Poor Children
Empowerment Community Self Reliance and Networking – Phase 2

(‘17-’19)

Miral Welfare
Foundation

Vocational Rehabilitation for Persons with Disabilities in the PH
(‘17-’18)

2. Academic
Partnership

Project (APP)

Seoul National University
Capacity Building Project of Community Health Educators in

Bulacan State University (‘16-’18)

Kkottongnae University
Strengthening Higher Education Capacity in the Health

Service Area Partnering with a Philippine University (‘16-’17)

3. Business
Partnership

Program (BPP)

Mirae Asset Daewoo
Co., Ltd. Building Safe School in Masbate (‘15-’17)

Noryangjin Fisheries
Wholesale Market

Cooperative

KASAMA Mangrove Forest Environmental Friendly
Aquaculture Value Chain Development Project (‘17-’19)
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4. Development and Korean Studies

 

Volunteers of Korean Language
Since 1997, there have been 68 World Friends Korea Volunteers dispatched all over the Philippines to 
improve the Korean Language Program of their respective organizations. 

La Union (1)

Baguio (1)

Agusan del Norte (1)

Albay (1)

Batangas (1)

Bulacan (3)

Iloilo (3)

Palawan (1)

Negros
Oriental (4)

Davao del Sur (11)

NCR (29)

Camarines Sur (6)

Bohol (1)Cebu (3)

Leyte (2)
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Volunteers of Korean Language
Currently, six (6) Korean Language volunteers are assigned in Bohol, Camarines Sur, Metro Manila, and Leyte.

CamarinesSur (6)
TESDA V RTC –Pili
MS. CHOI IE-SLE

Naga City School of Arts
and Trades

MR. MIN BYOUNG GEUM

NCR (29)

TESDA -Human Resource Development Institute, PKTC
MR. KIM CHIHO

Leyte (2)
Leyte Normal University
MS. HAN HWASOOKBohol (1)

Bohol Island State University
CalapeCampus
MS. LEE JUHUI

University of the Philippines
Nine (9) KOVs since 2004
MS. BAEK JISOOK

 

KOICA and Korean Volunteers for development

01 Enhance the capacities and skills of target beneficiaries in their
respective programs through technical and knowledge transfer

05 Contribute to the goal of the Philippines in achieving an inclusive
and sustainable development through the abovementioned activities

Enhance Partner organization’s capacity when it comes to the
physical & knowledge transfer 

03 Increase competitiveness of those who are seeking jobs that cater
to Korean nationals through learning Korean language and culture

 



208 
 

 

 

 



209 
 

 

 

 



210 
 

 

 

 



211 
 

 

 

 



212 
 

 

 

 



213 
 

 

 

 



214 
 

 

 

 



215 
 

 

 

 



216 
 

 

 

 



217 
 

 

 

 



218 
 

 

 

 



219 
 

 

 

 



220 
 

 

 

 



221 
 

 

 

 



222 
 

 

 

 



223 
 

 

 

 



224 
 

 

 

 



225 
 

 

 

 



226 
 

 

 

 



227 
 

 
 

 

 



228 
 

 

 

 



229 
 

 

 

 
 



230 
 

 

 

 



231 
 

 

 

 



232 
 

 

 

 



233 
 

 

 

 



234 
 

 

 

 



235 
 

 

 

 



236 
 

 

 

 



237 
 

 

 

 



238 
 

 

 

 



239 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



240 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



241 
 

APPENDIX A. PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 

 

ACADEMY OF KOREAN STUDIES  

 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES-DILIMAN 
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UP KOREA RESEARCH CENTER  

 

 

 

 

 

EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN THE 
PHILIPPINES 
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KOREAN CULTURAL CENTER IN THE PHILIPPINES 

 

The Korean Cultural Center in the Philippines opened its doors to the public last 
July 19, 2011, offering especially-designed programs and projects to fit the 
interests of the Filipino people. It is geared, through the events and classes that the 
Center has opened to the public, towards deepening the understanding and 
appreciation of the Korean culture, as well as to promote a much more active 
people-to-people exchange between Korea and the Philippines. 
 
The Center has actively been coordinating with Philippine art and culture sector, 
including both government and nongovernment organizations as well as private 
ones.It has been providing an interactive space for the Filipinos who want to learn 
more beyond Kimchi and Koreanovelas. For the past years of its operations, the 
Center has provided a diverse range of programs which include class offerings in 
the Korean language, Danso or the traditional flute, traditional music and dance, 
K-Pop song and dance, Taekwondo, and cooking classes.  
 
Apart from these programs, it has hosted several cultural exchange programs as 
per its mandate, beginning with the Philippine-Korea Literary Festival which saw 
a convergence between the literary traditions of both nations. In the field of visual 
arts, the Center has annually been holding the Philippine-Korean Visual Arts 
Exhibit in pursuit of stronger bilateral relations in the field of arts. 
 
The Center has also been holding the annual Korean Film Festival and Hallyu 
Fest, among many of its events. The Korean Film Festival, the flagship project of 
the Center, has been providing the Filipinos a window to the film industry of 
Korea while the Hallyu Fest has been bringing in popular acts ranging from 
traditional performances to contemporary ones.  
 
As a cultural institution, it also houses a library with almost 4,200 media and book 
titles that include Korean variety of books and magazines (e.g. language, literature, 
arts, etc), films, TV series and K-Pop albums and concerts. The Center also takes 
pride in its multi-purpose area, dubbed as the Korean Wave Hall, and is where 
classes for dance and taekwondo are held, as well as special events such as film 
screenings, demonstrations and special performances.  
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Situated in the heart of a highly developed area, KCC welcomes interested 
Filipino and Korean individuals, groups and institutions to inquire, visit and link 
with its vision of promoting Korean culture across the Philippines. 
 
 
 
KOREAN CULTURAL CENTER IN THE PHILIPPINES  
 
2nd Floor, Mancor Corporate Center,  
32nd Street, Bonifacio Global City,  
Taguig City 
Philippines 
 
Contact numbers: (02) 555-1711 / 1709 / 1707 (Fax) 
Email: kccphil@gmail.com 

Website: http://phil.korean-culture.org/welcome.do 
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SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

UP DILIMAN INFORMATION OFFICE  

 

 

 

UP ASIAN CENTER  
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APPENDIX C. 

2017 PKSS STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Kyungmin Bae is a Senior Lecturer at the Department of 
Linguistics, University of the Philippines-Diliman. She earned her 
master’s degree at the Graduate School of Education, Yonsei 
University in Korea majoring in Teaching Korean as a Foreign 
Language. She is now a PhD Candidate at the College of 
Education, University of the Philippines-Diliman. Her research 
interests include non-native KFL teachers, teacher education, 
heritage learner identity, Korean community in the Philippines 

etc. Email: miyabaebata@gmail.com 

 

MARK RAE DE CHAVEZ is an Assistant Professor at the UP 
Department of Linguistics. He teaches linguistics and Korean 
language. He is currently engaged in research on comparative 
Korean and Tagalog grammar as well as the use of Korean in 
local business and government institutions.  

Email: mrcdechavez@up.edu.ph  

 

 

FARAH CUNANAN teaches linguistics, Japanese, and Chinese 
at the UP Department of Linguistics. She is also presently the 
UP Department of Linguistics Chairperson. She is into 
comparative linguistics, ethnolinguistics, translation, culinary 
arts, mystery novels, comedy shows, and cats.  She joined the 

PKSS team for her love of Korean food. Email: fccunanan@gmail.com  

 

JAY-AR M. IGNO is an Assistant Professor of Linguistics and 
Korean Language in the Department of Linguistics, College of 
Social Sciences and Philosophy, University of the Philippines – 
Diliman. He finished both his BA and MA Linguistics in the same 
department. He was the Philippine Representative at the 2012 
Special Invitational Training for Korean Language Teachers 
Abroad in Daejeon, South Korea on July 1 – July 14, 2012. He 
was also a Korean Government Scholar under the Cultural 
Partner Initiative program of the Ministry of Culture, Tourism 

and Sports of Korea and studied Korean language in Kyung Hee University, Seoul, 
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South Korea on September 4, 2007 – March 4, 2008. He also serves as the 
current Coordinator for the Korean Language and Cultural Events of the 
Department of Linguistics. He is also a free-lance Document Translator and 
Interpreter for English, Filipino and Korean languages. Email: jay117ar@gmail.com 
 
 

RONEL LARANJO (MA, Korea University) as an instructor in 
Department of Filipino and Philippine Literature in University 
of the Philippines Diliman. He received his MA Practical 
Applied Linguistics degree in Korea University under the 
fellowship of Korean government scholarship program from 
2011-2015. He was also a recipient of Woojung Education 
and Culture Foundation scholarship from 2012-2014. Ronel 
also served as the president of Pinoy Iskolars sa Korea, Inc. 

(PIKO) in 2014-2015. He obtained his degree on Bachelor of Arts in Filipino in the 
University of the Philippines, Diliman in 2010 with magna cum laude award. He 
worked as a Filipino high school teacher at Xavier School in 2010-2011. He was 
also a former exchange student in Korea University of Technology and Education 
in 2008. He also taught Filipino language to Korean students in Seoul and expats 
in the Philippines. Laranjo also became the president of University of the 
Philippines Ugnayan ng Manunulat (UGAT) and vice president of Wika ng Kultura 
at Agham (WIKA) Kabataan in 2009-2010. Email: ronel_laranjo@yahoo.com  

 

ALDRIN P. LEE (PhD, Academy of Korean Studies) is an 
Associate Professor at the Department of Linguistics, 
University of the Philippines Diliman. He is currently the 
Associate Dean for Research, Extension, and Publication of 
the UP College of Social Sciences and Philosophy. At present, 
he also serves as the Editor of the Diliman Review and a 
Research Fellow at the UP Korea Research Center. His 
research interests include Formal Syntax, Korean Linguistics 
and Cultural Studies, Lexicography, Ethnolinguistics and the 
structure of West Visayan languages. He obtained his PhD in 
Korean Linguistics from the Academy of Korean Studies, 

South Korea, where he also completed an interim MA in International Studies. He 
also obtained MA in Linguistics from UP Diliman in 2007. He received his 
BA in Linguistics also from UP Diliman with Magna Cum Laude honors in 2003. 
Email: aldrinplee@gmail.com 
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U P  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L I N G U I S T I C S  

 

 

The Department of Linguistics of the 
College of Social Sciences and 
Philosophy in U.P. Diliman was 
established in August 28, 1922 with Prof. 
Trinidad H. Pardo de Tavera as its first 
chairperson. Its name then was 
Department of Philippine Linguistics. It 
was renamed to Department of Oriental 
Languages in 1924, Department of 
Oriental Languages and Linguistics in 
1963, Department of Linguistics and 
Asian Languages in 1973, and finally 
Department of Linguistics in 1983. The 
primary aim of the department since its 
founding has been the scientific study, 

preservation and promotion of Philippine languages through teaching, 
field research and publication. 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

The UP Department of Linguistics is the only academic 
institution in the country that offers both undergraduate (BA) and 
graduate (MA and PhD) programs in Linguistics.  

 

Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics 

The BA Linguistics program provides the student with the 
fundamentals of contemporary linguistic theories and methodologies 
which will enable her/him to study language scientifically for translation 
work, teaching and research.  
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The undergraduate degree program has three curricula: Plan A 
(Linguistics and a Cognate Course), Plan B (Linguistics and Bahasa 
Indonesia/Malaysia) and Plan C (Linguistics and East Asian Languages).  

Aside from taking all the major linguistics courses, the students 
are also required to take Asian language courses of their choice (Bahasa 
Indonesia/Malaysia, Japanese or Chinese) for Plans B and C and a cognate 
course (any Foreign Language, Anthropology, English, Filipino, 
Geography, History, Mathematics, Philosophy, Political Science, 
Psychology, or Sociology) for Plan A students.  

Freshman admission in the BA Linguistics program is through 
the UP College Admission Test (UPCAT). For shiftees and transferees, the 
General Weighted Average (GWA) required to be eligible for admission is 
2.0 for UP students and 1.75 for other students. 

 

Master of Arts in Linguistics 

The MA Linguistics program equips students with advanced 
contemporary linguistic theories and methodologies that will aid them in 
their teaching, research, and translation. 

Interested applicants to the MA Linguistics program are required 
to have an average grade of 2.5 or higher in her/his bachelor’s degree 
program. An applicant may also be interviewed by the Graduate Program 
Committee of the Department.  

If a student’s bachelor’s degree is not Linguistics, she/he is 
required to take Linguistics 201 (Science of Linguistics) and must obtain a 
grade of 1.5 or higher in order to continue the program.  

Application in the MA Linguistics program is coursed through 
the Office of the Graduate Program of the College of Social Sciences and 
Philosophy (Palma Hall Room 111). Admission to the program is during 
the 1st Semester only.  
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Doctor of Philosophy in Linguistics 

The PhD Linguistics program focuses on Philippine linguistics to 
promote research on Philippine languages to address language-related 
issues and needs of the Philippines.  

Interested applicants to the PhD Linguistics program are 
required to have an average grade of 1.75 or higher in his/her master’s 
degree program. An applicant may also be interviewed by the Graduate 
Program Committee of the Department.  

Application in the PhD Linguistics program is coursed through 
the Office of the Graduate Program of the College of Social Sciences and 
Philosophy (Palma Hall Room 111). Admission to the program is during 
the 1st Semester only. 

 

EXTENSION PROGRAMS 

Philippine Linguistics Congress  

The Philippine Linguistics Congress (PLC) is a two-and-a-half-
day international conference held once every three (3) years. It is a venue 
for presenting researches on Philippine languages and linguistics and 
addressing language issues and use in different fields and contexts.  

The conference focuses on the current advances in the study of 
Philippine languages, and in the application of linguistic theory to other 
disciplines in the Philippines. It also looks into the contemporary 
comparative studies made between Philippine languages and foreign 
languages.  

Summer Seminar in Linguistics 

The Department conducts special training seminars for 
professionals related to the field of linguistics such as Filipino and English 
language teachers.  

These seminars tackle the linguistic aspects of these languages so 
that teachers are encouraged to teach based on linguistic findings and are 
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better equipped when faced with questions about language structure and 
grammar.  

This program also caters to language and linguistics enthusiasts who 
would want to advance their skills in the scientific study of language.  

 

Asian Languages Extramural Classes  

The Department offers Asian Languages Extramural Classes held 
every Saturday for three (3) cycles per year. The languages currently 
offered by the Department are Bahasa Indonesia / Malaysia, Japanese, 
Korean, Mandarin Chinese, and Thai. These classes are open to everyone, 
both UP and non-UP students, as well as working professionals who are 
interested in learning foreign languages for personal or professional 
growth.  

 

Proficiency Examination Review Classes 

In addition to teaching Asian languages, the Department of 
Linguistics has also been very active in helping learners of Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean to prepare for proficiency exams in these languages. 
These review classes cater to both UP Diliman students and Asian 
Languages Extramural Classes students.  

 

For more information and schedule of the extramural programs of the UP 
Department of Linguistics, please visit linguistics.upd.edu.ph. 
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