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Course Description and Objectives 
This course introduces students to basic principles and methods used in the scientific study of language. Students 

will be introduced to some concepts and methods that are applied in synchronic (with special focus on semantic and 
pragmatic analysis) and diachronic linguistics. By the end of this course, students are expected to be able to explain 
and apply these concepts in the analysis of language structure, use, variation, and change. This course also aims to 
develop a richer awareness of and a deeper appreciation for the inner workings of language and how we use it in our 
daily lives.   

 
 

Course Outline 

Date Topics Readings 
Preliminaries 

1/20 • Introduction to the course 
• Discussion of course requirements  
• Feedback on Linguistics 110 

 

Module One: Semantics 
1/22 ~ 2/12 • Theories of meaning 

• Lexical semantics 
• Sentence-level semantics 
• Doing semantic analysis 

O’Grady, Ch.6 
Saeed, Ch. 1-6 

Report No. 1: Language and the Brain 
2/17 ~ 2/19 Suggested Readings:  

• Akmajian, Ch.10 
• Fromkin, Ch.1 
• O’Grady, Ch.12-13 
• Yule, Ch.12 

Submit proposal 
by Feb. 5 

2/24 Presentation & Submission of Mini Paper #1 
 

Module Two: Pragmatics and Discourse 
2/24 – 3/4 • Information structure 

• Speech acts 
• The Cooperative Principle 
• Speech events 
• Politeness and Cross-cultural communication 

Finegan, Ch.8 – 9 
Saeed, Ch. 7-8 

Report No. 2: Language and Culture 
3/9 ~ 3/11 Suggested Readings: 

• Ahearn, Ch. 4 
• Duranti, Ch. 1 
• Yule, Ch. 20 
• Handbook of sociolinguistics  

Submit proposal 
by Mar. 2 



3/16 EXAM #1 

3/18 Feedback on Exam #1 

Module Three: Diachronic Linguistics (Part I) 
3/30 ~ 4/13 • The nature and causes of language change 

• Sound change 
• Morphological change 
• Syntactic change 
• Lexical and semantic change 

O’Grady, Ch. 7  
Crowley, Ch. 1-4 

Report No. 3: Language and Regional Variation 
4/15 ~ 4/20 Suggested Readings: 

• Finegan, Ch. 11 
• Fromkin, Ch. 9 
• O’Grady, Ch. 14 
• Yule, Ch. 18 

Submit proposal 
by April 8 

Module Three: Diachronic Linguistics (Part II) 
4/22 ~ 5/6 • Language reconstruction 

• Comparative method 
• Internal reconstruction 
• Subgrouping 
• Cultural reconstruction 
• Classifying languages 

O’Grady, Ch.7 
Crowley, Ch. 5 - 7 

Report No. 4: Language and Social Variation 
5/11 ~ 5/13 Suggested Readings: 

• Finegan, Ch.10 
• Fromkin, Ch. 9 
• O’Grady, Ch.14 
• Yule, Ch.19 

Submit proposal 
by May 4 

5/18 Integration  

5/20 EXAM #2 
Submission of Mini Paper #2 

  
 

Note: The schedule and coverage of this course are subject to change, in case of sudden class suspensions, 
as well as perceived readiness of the students. 

 
 

Readings 
 

The following are required readings for this course. They are available for photocopying at the 2nd Floor 
Faculty Center photocopying station. The books are also available at the CSSP and CAL libraries. Electronic versions 
(except for Crowley’s book) are available in the class’ Dropbox folder. 

 

o Crowley, T. (1997). Introduction to Historical Linguistics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
o Finegan, E. (2008). Language: its structure and use. Boston: Thomson Wadsworth. 
o O’Grady, W. et al (2007). Contemporary Linguistics: An introduction. (6th ed). Boston/New York: 

Bedford/St.Martin’s. 
o Saeed, J. (2003). Semantics. (2nd ed.). Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishing.  

 
The following are supplementary materials that you can consult for your reports and to learn more about the 

topics that we will discuss in class: 
 



o Akmajian, A. et al. (2010). Linguistics: An introduction to language and communication. (6th ed.) 
Massachusetts: MIT Press. 

o Ahearn, L.M. (2012). Living Language: An introduction to linguistic anthropology. West Sussex: Wiley-
Blackwell. 

o Aronoff, M. & Rees-Miller, J. (2002) The Handbook of Linguistics. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 
o Duranti, A. (1997). Linguistic Anthropology. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing.  
o Fox, A. (1995). Linguistic Reconstruction. New York: Oxford University Press. 
o Mesthrie, R. (Ed.) (2011). Handbook of Sociolinguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
o Paz, C. (1981). A Reconstruction of Proto-Philippine phonemes and morphemes. University of the 

Philippines, Quezon City: Cecilio Lopez Archives of Philippine Languages and the Philippine 
Linguistics Circle. 

o Yule, G. (2010). The Study of Language. (4th ed). New York: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Course Requirements and Grading System  

Exam #1  20% 
Exam #2  20% 
Report   20% 
Papers   20% 
Problem Sets  15% 
Participation &    5% 
Attendance 

 
Course Requirements & Class Policies 

 

1. Readings, class discussions and participation 
You are not required to purchase your own hard copies of the readings, but you are encouraged to do so. 

You must read the required readings if you want to survive this class, and exercises are also often drawn from 
the texts. Class lectures for the most part assume that students have read the readings. Lectures are based 
on the readings, but the topics will be discussed with more depth to check and expand the students’ 
understanding of the material, as well as to see other applications of concepts learned from the readings. 
Students are highly encouraged to speak up, ask questions, and participate in class discussion to maximize 
your learning and make the class sessions livelier. 

 

2. Attendance 
Students who come in 15 mins after the start of the class will be marked as late. Three marks of tardiness 

is equivalent to one mark of absence from class. A student who is absent for more than six sessions will be 
asked to officially drop the course, unless the absences are excused due to valid reasons, or he/she formally 
drops the course. Attendance is included in your final grade.  

 
3. Taking notes 

Students are not allowed to use their cameras to take pictures of notes on the board. Copy notes by 
hand. Should students desire to make recordings of class sessions, ask permission from the teacher first.  

 
4. Requirements 

a. Exams 
Exams are more or less objective. They are designed to test your knowledge of the concepts learned in 

class, to see how accurately you explain these concepts, as well as your ability to analyze data given to you. 
  

b. Tardiness and absences during exam day 
Always come on time during exam day. If you come in late, you will not be given extra time to finish the 

exam. If a student misses an exam, he/she must first present a medical certificate or a formal excuse letter 
from a parent/guardian/instructor/coach before he/she can take the make-up exam. If you miss the schedule 
or come 15 minutes late for the make-up exam without contacting the instructor and for no valid reason, you 
will no longer be allowed to take the exam and will be given a grade of zero for the said exam. 

  

c. Report 
Groupings 

• Each report group will be consisted of at least two members  

Grading Scale 
96 – 100 = 1.0 71 – 75 = 2.25 
91 – 95 = 1.25 66 – 70 = 2.5 
86 – 90 = 1.5 61 – 65 = 2.75 
81 – 85 = 1.75 56 – 60 = 3.0  
76 – 80 = 2.0 50 – 55  = 4.0 
                                 Below 50 = 5.0 



Preparation 
• Students are given time at the beginning of the semester to read on their assigned topics as 

well as to read in advance the required readings for discussion. 
• All groups must draw up a proposed outline of topics they wish to discuss as well as their plan 

for presenting their report in class (class activity, guide questions, short video presentation, 
etc.) 

• The proposal must include the list of references used by the group, cited in APA format. This 
reference list must also be included in the hand-outs that will be given to the class by the 
reporters. 
 

Grading criteria for presentations 
• Knowledge 

o Accuracy of information presented 
o Demonstrates mastery of the material  
o Synthesizes information gathered, and relates topics to real-world issues 
o Able to clearly answer questions and elaborate on certain topics in the report when called 

for 
• Organization  

o There is a clear and logical progression from one topic to another that is easy for the 
audience to follow 

o Connects related topics and issues in the report 
o Summarizes and highlights main points in the report 
o Finishes the report on time 

• Delivery 
o Has natural delivery, makes eye contact, modulates voice, and speaks at an appropriate 

pace 
o Is articulate and is easily understood 
o Projects enthusiasm, interest, and confidence to engage the audience 
o Uses body language effectively and has no distracting mannerisms 

• Quality and use of media 
o Uses slides to enhance presentation and to allow the audience to more clearly 

understand the topic being presented; 
o Does not rely heavily on slides and notes  
o Text on the slides can be easily read by everyone in class 
o Does not use slides with too much text 
o Gives an effective presentation even without media and notes	
o Provides hand-outs that are clear and easy to read. 	

• Peer evaluation 
o Evaluation by other groups comprise 30% of the group’s grade for the report (70% of your 

grade will be based on the instructor’s evaluation) 
o You will also evaluate each of your groupmates based on how much they contributed and 

how collaborative they were in preparing for the report. This evaluation from your 
groupmates will affect what score will be given to you. If you get 100% in your peer 
evaluation, then you get the full grade for your report. However, if your groupmates rate 
you only at 90%, then you will be given a 10% deduction to your report grade.  
 

Tardiness or absence during date of presentation 
• The whole group will get points deducted if any member in their group is late on the day of their 

report. 
• If you are absent due to a valid reason during the day of your group’s report, you will be asked to 

give a special report. Consult with the instructor in case this happens. 
 

 

d. Problem sets 
Problem sets refer to both homework, seatwork, and quizzes. For problem sets assigned to be 

done at home, students are encouraged to consult and learn from each other. However, each person 
must write and his/her own answers to the assignment, unless told to hand in an assignment as a 
group. Properly cite your sources if you used references other than our assigned readings. 
 
 



e. Papers 
You are required to submit three short papers in this class: (1) a summary and reaction to the 

topic your group reported on (due one week after your group’s date of presentation); (2) a semantics 
paper; (3) a paper on diachronic linguistic analysis. Details for each paper will be given in class.  
  

f. Format for papers 
Follow the following format for all three papers: 

o Margins: 2.54 cm on all sides 
o Font: Cambria ; Font size: 11 
o Line spacing: 1.5 
o Insert page number on upper right corner of the page. 
o Insert header which shows your surname and initials beside the page number (Ex. 

Santos, A.B. | 23). 
o Do not put leave a space after each paragraph. 
o Always use APA format when citing references. 

 

g. Email submissions 
o Save your paper in .doc /.docx file format.  
o Name the document with your surname and the paper number  

(Ex. Santos – Paper #1.docx).   
o All email submissions must be sent by 5:00 pm on the day of the deadline. 
o Make sure to check if I responded that I have received your paper the day after the 

deadline for submissions 
  

h. Submissions of hard copy  
o If you do not have reliable internet connection, you may submit a hard copy of your paper 

in class, or leave it in my pigeonhole at the Department of Linguistics. Make sure that if 
you are submitting though the Department that you have your paper stamped with the 
time of submission written by the person receiving your paper.  

o All papers must be submitted by 5:00 pm on the day of the deadline for submissions. 
 

i. Late submissions 
o Late submissions will NOT be accepted. If you ask me to accept your late submission, 

you will not only get zero for the requirement you failed to submit on time, you will also get 
points deducted in your over-all score for the subject because it means you did not read 
this syllabus 

5. Consultations 
Always set an appointment with the instructor beforehand should you wish to meet for consultation.  

 

6. Other concerns 
Students are responsible for finding out about lessons, assignments, and exams they might miss due to 

their absence from class. The instructor will not follow up on you.  


